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Shemote (Exodus) 12:14

14 “Now this day will be a memorial to you, and
you shall celebrate it as a feast to YHWH;
throughout your generations you are to celebrate it
as a permanent ordinance.”
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Author’s Notes:

Unless otherwise noted | have used the New King
James Version (NKJV) as a base text, corrected for the
Hebrew names, and a few Hebrew terms. Instead of
God | have used the Hebrew term, “Elohim.” Instead of
the name of THE LORD, | have used the Hebrew name
of our Creator, YHWH (*Yahweh”). Instead of Jesus, |
have used the Messiah’s Hebrew name, Yeshua.
Instead of Christ, | have used Messiah. Finally, in
place of Law | have typically used the Hebrew term
‘Torah.” | have also made an effort to correct any
wording that does not reflect the meaning of the source
texts.

In works of this sort, we oftentimes deal with errors in
translation, and/or scribal errors. When pointing out
these errors | have made an effort to display the source
material alongside the English text, so that the reader
can verify my translations for himself. For the Tanach
(the ‘Old Testament’) | have used the Hebrew
Masoretic Text. Unless otherwise noted, Aramaic text
comes from the Bibleworks Peshitta with Hebrew
Letters (PEH), and Greek text comes from BibleWorks
Greek Text (BGT) or BibleWorks New Testament
(BNT). Quotations from the Talmud come from the
Soncino Classics Collection, and quotations from
Maccabees are taken from “The Apocrypha”, Destiny
Publishers, 1942.

| am occasionally asked why | do not make much more
extensive use of footnotes and cross-references in my
studies. The answer is that | believe Scripture is the
highest and best authority on all matters of doctrine. In
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my opinion, if one cannot understand a point by
reading and studying the Scriptures, whether in
translation, or in the original source texts, what point is
there in seeking man’s opinion? In my experience,
seeking man’s opinion typically only confuses the
situation, and confusion is not of YHWH. What YHWH
wants us to do is to seek His face, and to seek His
word as the highest and best authority. That is our
purpose here.

My goal in this study is not to spend a whole lot of time
refuting Christian and/or Jewish traditions. Rather, my
goal here is simply to show what | believe YHWH's
Word actually commands us to do, using only as much
commentary as is really necessary to tie the relevant
Scripture passages together. | encourage you to be a
‘noble Berean’, and study out everything | say for
yourself, holding fast only to that which is good.

Please do not take my word for anything. Instead,
seek out the truth for yourself. However, | pray that this
study will aid you in doing just that.

If you find some error, either in the commentary, or in
translation, or if you should find a typographical error of
some kind, please help by writing to me in love. This
will help us to correct the error in future editions, so that
others can benefit as well.

May YHWH be with you as you study for Him,

Norman B. Willis
In the Dispersion
2008 CE (@6008 HRT)
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Why the Torah Calendar?

The Jews have an ancient meditative saying, that
whoever’s calendar you keep, that is who you worship.
If we will take some time to reflect on this maxim, we
may be able to see what the Jews mean.

In Scripture, a servant obeys his master’s bidding. By
the same token, whoever the servant obeys, that
person is His master. But how does this apply to us?

Many believers are unaware that neither the Christian
Calendar nor the Orthodox Jewish Rabbinical Calendar
is the calendar prescribed by Scripture. But why would
this make a difference? Let’s illustrate with an extreme
example.

A Muslim keeps the Islamic Calendar, and he worships
Allah. By the exact same token, a Christian keeps the
Roman Gregorian ‘Christian’ calendar, and in so doing,
at least in the language and thought of Scripture, he
serves the Roman Papacy. That is because it is the
Roman Papacy that tells us to keep that particular
calendar, and at least in Scriptural thought, whoevers
commandments you keep, that person is your master.

Similarly, a Jew keeps the Orthodox Jewish calendar.
However, since the Orthodox calendar is not the one
Scripture prescribes, by this same ancient maxim, his
elohim (‘god’) essentially is the Jewish rabbinate, which
tells him to keep that particular calendar.

But what if YHWH has a calendar of His own? And
what if His calendar is different than all of these other
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calendars? And what if YHWH told all of Israel to keep
His calendar forever, in all of its generations? If we
believe that YHWH is our Elohim, and if we claim to
obey and serve Him alone, then should we not be
keeping His calendar, rather than anyone elses?

Joshua, the son of Nun, let the children of Israel know
that they had to make a choice about who they would
serve, and whose commandments they would keep.

Yehoshua (Joshua) 24:15

15 And if it seems evil to you to serve
YHWH, choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the
elohim which your fathers served that
were on the other side of the River, or
the elohim of the Amorites, in whose
land you dwell. But as for me and my
house, we will serve YHWH."

Whether we are conscious of it or not, each one of us
has to choose whom we will serve. Will we keep the
Islamic Calendar, and serve Allah? Will we keep the
Roman Gregorian ‘Christian’ Calendar, and thereby
serve Pope Gregory, and the Papacy? Will we keep
the Orthodox Jewish Rabbinical Calendar, and serve
Rabbi Hillel 1l and the Jewish rabbinate? Or will we
choose to serve YHWH our Elohim, and keep only the
calendar He commands His people to keep, in His
word?

If you choose to serve YHWH, and if you desire to keep
the calendar He asks His people Israel to keep in all of
their generations, then this study is for you.

Shalom.
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About ‘Calendrical Drift’

Before we launch into our study about the calendar the
Torah tells us to keep, first we should take a look at
history, and see how it was that the children of Israel
drifted away from the Torah Calendar. Hopefully this
will help us to understand how error can creep in, so
that we can guard against it happening again.

As we saw in Nazarene Israel, the Messiah Yeshua
(‘Jesus’) told us not to think that He was come to
destroy the Torah (the Laws of Moses) or the Prophets.

Mattai (Matthew) 5:17

17 "Do not think that | came to destroy
the Torah or the Prophets. | did not
come to destroy but to fulfill.

We also saw that even after Yeshua’'s resurrection, the
faithful still had to keep the original Torah Calendar, so
they would be in the right place at the right time, when
YHWH poured out His blessings upon those who were
keeping His calendar. For example, the apostles still
had to be keeping the Pentecost after Yeshua’'s
resurrection, in order to receive the gift of the Spirit.

Ma’asim (Acts) 2:1-2

1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully
come, they were all with one accord in
one place.

2 And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house
where they were sitting.

11

As we will see later in this chapter, the Apostle Shaul
(Paul) tells us that YHWH will fulfill these exact same
festival days again, in the future. Just as YHWH
poured out blessings on those who were keeping His
festival days in the past, He will pour out blessings on
those who are keeping His festival days in the future. If
we want to be there when those blessings are poured
out, then it only stands to reason that we need to be
keeping the calendar that He commands.

As important as it is to keep the Torah Calendar, it can
seem somewhat more difficult, and confusing, at least
at first. While the Roman ‘Christian’ calendar date
changes at midnight (while one is sleeping), the Torah
tells us that the day begins at evening. For example,
Genesis 1:31 tells us that “the evening and the morning
were the sixth day.”

B'reisheet (Genesis) 1:31b
31b So the evening and the morning
were the sixth day.

Leviticus 23:32 confirms that the Hebrew day lasts from
evening to evening (i.e., from sunset to sunset), rather
than from midnight to midnight.

Vayiqgra (Leviticus) 23:32b

32b “On the ninth of the month at
evening, from evening until evening
you shall celebrate your sabbath.”

The ‘sabbath’ discussed in Leviticus 23:32 (above) is
the Day of Atonement, but like all Hebrew days, the
weekly Sabbath also lasts from evening to evening.
Luke 4:16 tells us that Yeshua (‘J-sus’) kept also this
Sabbath, which lasts from sunset to sunset.
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Luga (Luke) 4:16
16 So He came to Nazareth, where He
had been brought up. And as His
custom was, He went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and
stood up to read.

Even though many Christian churches teach that the
day of worship was changed from the evening-to-
evening Sabbath to the midnight-to-midnight Sunday at
Yeshua' resurrection, we see that the Apostle Shaul
(Paul) still continued to go into the synagogues on the
Sabbath day long after Yeshua’s resurrection.

Ma’asim (Acts) 13:14

14 But when they departed from Perga,
they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and
went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day and sat down.

Some mainstream churches tell us that since Yeshua
fulfilled the Torah perfectly, the days of worship and
rest have been changed from the Sabbath and Hebrew
festivals to Sunday, Christmas and Easter. However,
this doctrine is curious, considering the words Sunday,
Christmas and Easter never appear in Scripture.

Is there some good reason to adopt days of worship
that never appear in Scripture? And is there some
good reason to adopt days of worship that neither the
Messiah nor His apostles kept?

Some scholars use Acts 20:7-11 as ‘proof’ that the

disciples gathered together on Sunday; and this might
at first seem to make sense.
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Ma’asim (Acts) 20:7-11

7 Now on the first day of the week,
when the disciples came together to
break bread, Shaul, ready to depart the
next day, spoke to them and continued
his message until midnight.

8 There were many lamps in the upper
room where they were gathered
together.

9 And in a window sat a certain young
man named Eutychus, who was
sinking into a deep sleep. He was
overcome by sleep; and as Shaul
continued speaking, he fell down from
the third story and was taken up dead.
10 But Shaul went down, fell on him,
and embracing him said, "Do not
trouble yourselves, for his life is in
him."

11 Now when he had come up, had
broken bread and eaten, and talked a
long while, even till daybreak, he
departed.

Since Judea was under Roman control, it might make
sense to think that the disciples were keeping the
Roman calendar, in which the day begins at midnight.
If this were the case, then it would make sense that the
disciples gathered on Sunday morning, listened to
Shaul all day Sunday, all Sunday night, and through
until the break of dawn Monday morning. However,
this would not explain why there were so many lamps
in the upper room.

Why would there be so many lamps in the upper room,
if the disciples initially met on a Sunday morning? And
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why would they only eat one meal in a twenty-four hour
period? These things do not really make sense.

Religious Jews are a very tradition-oriented people.
During the Sabbath they usually worship at the
synagogue (or at the Temple), and then after the
Sabbath is over they often get together at a friend or a
relative’s house to break bread and fellowship, so as to
extend the day of worship and rest as long as possible.
However, this does not reflect a new day of worship on
‘Sunday morning’, but is simply an extension of the
Sabbath. If we look at Acts Chapter 20 in this light we
understand that the reason there were so many lamps
in the upper room is because they met after sundown.

This same kind of post-Sabbath fellowship meeting is
found in the Book of John, where we are told that the
first day of the week was “the same day (Sabbath) at
evening”:

Yochanan (John) 20:19

19 Then, the same day at evening,
being the first day of the week, when
the doors were shut where the
disciples were assembled, for fear of
the Jews, Yeshua came and stood in
the midst, and said to them, "Peace be
with you."

Yeshua was crucified at Passover, in the spring. Israel
can already be hot at that time, and if it was hot, then
the sensible thing would have been to leave the doors
open into the night. However, since there was
persecution the disciples closed their doors. Therefore,
the only really unusual thing here was that Yeshua
showed up. It does not reflect a new day of worship.
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But if the disciples were not taught to keep Sunday,
Christmas or Easter, then how did these things come
about? How did the original Torah Calendar ‘drift’ to
where it is today, with so many Christians keeping days
of worship and rest that are nowhere commanded in
the word of YHWH?

The earliest known reference to Sunday worship
comes from the Christian apologist Justin Martyr, circa
150 CE.

And on the day called Sunday, all who
live in cities or in the country gather
together to one place....
[Justin Martyr, First Apology, Chapter
67 - Weekly Worship of the Christians,
circa 150 CE, Biblesoft]

Scripture numbers the days of the week (first, second,
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh), and then calls the
seventh day “the Shabbat” (the abstention/the rest). It
never calls any day ‘Saturday’ or ‘Sunday.” In contrast
to this, the Ante-Nicene Church Father Justin Martyr
tells us that the reason his assembly worshipped on
Sunday (on the Roman Calendar) was that it was the
day Elohim (G-d) made the world, and that it was the
day Yeshua first appeared to His disciples.

But Sunday is the day on which we all
hold our common assembly, because
it is the first day on which God, having
wrought a change in the darkness and
matter, made the world; and Jesus
Christ our Saviour on the same day
rose from the dead. For He was
crucified on the day before that of
Saturn (Saturday); and on the day after
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that of Saturn, which is the day of the
Sun, having appeared to His apostles
and disciples, He taught them these
things, which we have submitted to
you also for your consideration.
[Justin Martyr, First Apology, Chapter
67 - Weekly Worship of the Christians,
circa 150 CE, Biblesoft]

With all due respect, Justin Martyr makes the mistake
of thinking that Yeshua ushered in the Roman calendar
system. Also notice that while Justin Martyr’'s reasons
for worshipping on Sunday might seem good, we have
already seen that neither the Messiah nor His apostles
were in the habit of meeting together on Sunday.

However, as we explained in Nazarene Israel, YHWH
allowed the original Nazarene faith to be eclipsed by
Sunday worship for a time, so that belief in Yeshua
would be able to spread throughout the world just that
much more rapidly. By temporarily debasing the faith,
and by tying it to the Roman calendar, YHWH was able
to help the faith spread not only throughout the Roman
Empire, but also to other lands where sun worship and
idol worship was common. Because of the calendar,
and because the Romans had a history of bringing
foreign idols and gods into their pantheons, Roman
Christianity was much easier to spread than the original
Nazarene faith. Over time there came to be many
more converts to Christianity than there were converts
to Nazarene Israel.

Then in the early 300’s, Constantine became Emperor
of Rome, and issued his famous Edict of Milan, which
officially proclaimed a degree of religious tolerance
within the Roman Empire. However, the Roman
Empire was not without religious frictions. Three
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hundred years after Yeshua, the Church Father
Epiphanius asserted that even though the Nazarenes
were still keeping the original seventh-day Sabbath,
those he termed “true Christians” worshipped only on
Sunday, on the Roman calendar.

“The Nazarenes do not differ in any
essential thing from them (meaning
the Pharisees/Orthodox Jews), since
they practice the customs and
doctrines prescribed by Jewish Law;
except that they believe in Christ.
“They believe in the resurrection of the
dead, and that the wuniverse was
created by God. They preach that God
is One, and that Jesus Christ is His
Son.

“They are very learned in the Hebrew
language. They read the Law (meaning
the Law of Moshe).... Therefore they
differ...from the true Christians
because they fulfill until now (such)
Jewish rites as the circumcision, (the)
Sabbath, and others.”

[The Church Father Epiphanius in his
doctrinal book, “Against Heresies,”
Panarion 29, 7, Page 41, 402]

Since the Church Father Epiphanius asserted that the
Nazarenes were “heretics”, we know that the Roman
Church was not friendly towards the Nazarenes.
Further, although the Roman Empire was officially
tolerant to other religions, it was less than a century
after Constantine converted to Christianity when the
Roman Christians began to stigmatize and then
‘officially disallow’ the Nazarenes. The Roman Church
had formally disallowed the Sabbath approximately fifty
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years earlier, circa 336 CE, when the Emperor
Constantine issued an edict stating that Christians
must not “Judaize” by resting on the Sabbath, but that
they must rest on “the Lord’s Day” (i.e., Sunday).

“Christians must not ‘Judaize’ by
resting on the Sabbath; but must work
on that day, honoring rather the Lord’s
Day (‘Sun’ day) by resting, if possible,
as Christians.

However, if any (Nazarene) be found
‘Judaizing’, let them be shut out from
Christ.” (Other translations read, “Let
them be anathema to Christ.”)

[The Church of Imperial Rome; Council
of Laodicea under the Emperor
Constantine; Canon 29, circa 336 CE]

Three hundred years after Yeshua both preached and
healed on the seventh-day Sabbath, the Sabbath had
been officially banned by the Church of Rome.

Following the same general pattern, over time, the
Hebrew festival of the Passover also gave way to the
pagan festival of Easter (Ishtar). First the timing of the
Passover was shifted away from the Hebrew evening-
to-evening calendar, to the Roman midnight-to-
midnight one. The date was then changed from the
14" of Nisan (Aviv) to a Sunday which fell around that
same general timeframe. Then the name of the festival
was changed from Passover to Easter, in honor of the
Babylonian mother-goddess Ishtar.

A crisis came about in the second century when the
bishops of Asia decided to keep the Passover on the
Hebrew calendar, as they had been taught by the
Apostles Phillip and Yochanan (John). This is recorded
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in Church history as the famous ‘Quartodeciman
Controversy’ of the second century.

The Church father Eusebius records that the Quarto-
deciman Controversy erupted when Bishop Victor of
Rome began to insist that all the assemblies must keep
the Passover on a Sunday (on the Roman calendar),
rather than on the 14™ of Nisan (on the Hebrew one).

A question of no small importance
arose at that time. For the parishes of
all Asia, as from an older tradition,
held that the fourteenth day of the
moon, on which day the Jews were
commanded to sacrifice the lamb,
should be observed as the feast of the
Saviour's passover...But it was not the
custom of the churches in the rest of
the world...But the bishops of Asia, led
by Polycrates, decided to hold to the
old custom handed down to them. He
himself, in a letter which he addressed
to Victor and the Church of Rome, set
forth in the following words the
tradition which had come down to him.
(Eusebius, Church History, Book V,
Chapters 23, 25, circa 190-195 CE)

Eusebius also reproduces the letter that Polycrates, a
major figure in Asia, personally wrote to Bishop Victor
of Rome, protesting Bishop Victor’s decision to change
the date of the Passover from the 14™ of Nisan (Aviv),
to a Sunday. Polycrates points out that the tradition of
keeping the Passover on the Hebrew calendar had
been given in Asia by the apostles Philip and
Yochanan themselves, and that the tradition had been
held fast in Asia over generations, by a number of
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distinguished and devout believers.
insisted that all believers should do as the Scriptures

said, rather than accept a man-made tradition.
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We observe the exact day; neither
adding, nor taking away. For in Asia
also great lights have fallen asleep,
which shall rise again on the day of
the Lord's coming, when he shall
come with glory from heaven, and
shall seek out all the saints. Among
these are Philip, one of the twelve
apostles, who fell asleep in Hierapolis;
and his two aged virgin daughters, and
another daughter, who lived in the
Holy Spirit and now rests at Ephesus;
and, moreover, John, who was both a
witness and a teacher, who reclined
upon the bosom of the Lord, and,
being a priest, wore the sacerdotal
plate. He fell asleep at Ephesus. And
Polycarp in Smyrna, who was a bishop
and martyr; and Thraseas, bishop and
martyr from Eumenia, who fell asleep
in Smyrna. Why need | mention the
bishop and martyr Sagaris who fell
asleep in Laodicea, or the blessed
Papirius, or Melito, the Eunuch who
lived altogether in the Holy Spirit, and
who lies in Sardis, awaiting the
episcopate from heaven, when he shall
rise from the dead? All these observed
the fourteenth day of the Passover
according to the Gospel, deviating in
no respect, but following the rule of
faith. And | also, Polycrates, the least
of you all, do according to the tradition

Polycrates then

of my relatives, some of whom | have
closely followed. For seven of my
relatives were bishops; and | am the
eighth. And my relatives always
observed the day when the people put
away the leaven. I, therefore, brethren,
who have lived sixty-five years in the
Lord, and have met with the brethren
throughout the world, and have gone
through every Holy Scripture, am not
affrighted by terrifying words. For
those greater than | have said 'We
ought to obey God rather than man'.
[Eusebius, Church History, Book V,
Chapter 24. Translated by Arthur
Cushman McGiffert. Excerpted from
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers,
Series Two, Volume 1.]

Despite the fact that the assemblies of Asia had
learned to keep Passover on the Hebrew calendar, the
Roman Bishop Victor decided to excommunicate every
assembly which did not agree to hold the Passover on
a Sunday, on the Roman calendar. While this greatly
displeased many of the other bishops (who knew what
Polycrates was saying to be true) the power of the
Roman bishopric prevailed over Scripture. As sad as it
was, unity was preserved in the church, albeit on false
pretenses, and on false festival days. The practice of
holding the Passover on the 14" of Nisan (on the
Hebrew calendar) was ultimately driven underground,
and countless seminary students have since been
taught that the Quartodeciman Controversy was merely
one example of the right of the Church to change the
festival days away from the commanded in Scripture.
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As we explain in Nazarene Israel, power began to be
centralized in the Bishopric of Rome immediately after
the destruction of Jerusalem, and the apostles’ deaths.
The Roman Bishop began to decree that pagan
symbols and pagan festival days could be ‘sanctified’,
even though this was in direct violation of the Torah,
which tells us to avoid all non-commanded religious
imagery, and is very clear that we should not worship
YHWH after the manner of the other nations of the
world.

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 12:1-4

1 "These are the statutes and
judgments which you shall be careful
to observe in the land which YHWH
Elohim of your fathers is giving you to
possess, all the days that you live on
the earth.

2 You shall utterly destroy all the
places where the nations which you
shall dispossess served their gods, on
the high mountains and on the hills
and under every green tree.

3 And you shall destroy their altars,
break their sacred pillars, and burn
their wooden images with fire; you
shall cut down the carved images of
their gods and destroy their names
from that place.

4 You shall not worship YHWH your
Elohim with such things.”

Despite YHWH'’s stern warning, the calendar continued
to drift towards the adoption of pagan festival days.
Although the exact wording is not preserved, during the
Council of Nicea (circa 326 CE), the Roman Church
decided that Easter was to be celebrated throughout
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the world on the Sunday that followed the 14™ day of
the ‘paschal moon.” However, the moon was to be
considered ‘paschal’ only if the 14™ day of the moon fell
after the Spring Equinox, despite the fact that the
Equinox is never mentioned in Scripture. This was
clearly an example of YHWH’s people choosing to
worship Him on days of their own devising.

In the language of Scripture, the proof of belief is
obedience. YHWH knows we believe in Him when we
do what He commands. However, if we decide to keep
days of worship that are determined by observing the
sun, the moon, the stars and the host of the heavens,
then YHWH considers that we are worshipping (or
‘serving’) the sun, the moon, the stars and the host of
the heavens. YHWH warns us very sternly against
this, and tells us that this is the practice that He has
given to all the other nations of the world.

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 4:19

19 “And take heed, lest you lift your
eyes to heaven, and when you see the
sun, the moon, and the stars, all the
host of heaven, you feel driven to
worship them and serve them, which
YHWH your Elohim has given to all the
peoples under the whole heaven as a
heritage.”

It is natural for men to want to observe the movements
of the sun, the moon and the stars. The sun brings
warmth, and helps our crops to grow. The moon and
the stars shine beautifully at night, and help guide the
movements of ships. It is so natural to worship and
serve the movements of these heavenly bodies that
festivals in honor of these things are found in cultures
all over the world (i.e., “all the people under the whole

24



heaven”). However, because YHWH did not command
us to keep these festival days, He considers them to be
idolatrous, and if we insist on observing these festival
days even though He told us not to, He considers us to
be idolaters.

We need to remember that YHWH is in the heavens,
and we are here on earth. YHWH has a different
perspective on things than we do. It can sometimes be
very difficult for us to understand, or to accept, but the
Torah is clear that YHWH does not permit us to
establish new festival days of our own; and that if we
attempt to do so, there will be extreme consequences.

In Exodus 32, we read about the infamous episode with
the Golden Calf.

Shemote (Exodus) 32:4-5

4 And he received the gold from their
hand, and he fashioned it with an
engraving tool, and made a molded
calf. Then they said, "This is your god,
O Israel, that brought you out of the
land of Egypt!"

5 So when Aharon saw it, he built an
altar before it. And Aharon made a
proclamation and said, "Tomorrow is a
feast to YHWH."

Notice that even though Aharon declared that the
festival was in honor of YHWH, YHWH did not feel
honored. Rather, He became enraged that His people
would keep festival days that He did not command.

Why, then, do so many believers want to keep festivals
that are not commanded in Scripture? The only reason
the word ‘Easter’ appears in the King James Version is
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that is was mistranslated from the Greek word ‘Pascha’
(taoyw), meaning Passover. This error has been
corrected in almost every other major translation since
the King James Version, but the practice of observing
Easter remains strong within Christendom.

When we translate Acts 12:4 correctly, we see that the
people were still keeping the Passover in the first
century.

Acts 12:4 BCT Acts 12:4 dv kal

4 So when he had TLoO0C €0eTO €L
arrested him, he put him in | puiaxny mopadolc
prison, and delivered him | tégoapoly tetpadioLg
to four squads of soldiers | grpariwtGr durdooeLy
to keep him, intending to adTév, Boudduevog petd:

bring him before the s ; -
TO TOEOYO OVOYOLY€ELY
people after Passover. ) JoOXG avayoy
oaLTOV TR A0

We know that the Nazarenes were keeping the ‘Jewish’
observances until the 4™ century CE. However, the
majority of the Christian Church did not begin to
observe Easter until 190-195 CE, when the Passover
was driven underground in the days of Polycrates and
the Roman Bishop Victor (above).

Further, let us note that the Apostle Shaul does not tell
us to keep Easter, but rather to celebrate the Feast of
Unleavened Bread (which is a continuation of the
Passover).

Qorintim Aleph (1* Corinthians) 5:8
8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not
with old leaven, nor with the leaven of
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malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.

As a second witness to this, Acts 20:6 shows us that
the disciples were still keeping the Days of Unleavened
Bread many years after Yeshua'’s resurrection.

Ma’asim (Acts) 20:6
6 But we sailed from Philippi after the
days of Unleavened Bread....

We also know that the Apostle Shaul continued to
observe the Israelite Festival of the Pentecost on the
Hebrew calendar.

Qorintim Aleph (1% Corinthians) 16:8
8 But | will remain in Ephesus until
Pentecost....

We know that Shaul kept Pentecost on the Hebrew
Calendar (rather than on the Roman Christian one)
because he went up to Jerusalem (and not Rome).

Ma’asim (Acts) 20:16

16 For Shaul had decided to sail past
Ephesus, so that he would not have to
spend time in Asia; for he was
hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if
possible, on the Day of Pentecost.

In Acts 27:9, the disciples kept the Day of Atonement,
even though it was many years after Yeshua had
already been resurrected. The Day of Atonement is
here called ‘the Fast, because it is traditionally
observed by fasting.
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Ma’asim (Acts) 27:9-10

9 Now when much time had been
spent, and sailing was now dangerous
because the Fast was already over,
Shaul advised them,

10 saying, "Men, | perceive that this
voyage will end with disaster and
much loss, not only of the cargo and
ship, but also our lives."

The reason the voyage was “now dangerous” was that
the Day of Atonement takes place in the fall, at the time
when the weather changes from summer to winter.
Boat travel on the Mediterranean can be stormy in
winter, and therefore it is dangerous. However, the
point here is that the apostles were still keeping the
festival days found in the Torah, and not converted
Roman festival days.

YHWH blesses those who keep His festivals.

Ma’asim (Acts) 2:1-2

1 When the day of Pentecost had
come, they were all together in one
place.

2 And suddenly there came from
heaven a noise like a violent rushing
wind, and it filled the whole house
where they were sitting.

At least some of the blessings associated with keeping
His festival days are still to come, in the future. In
Colossians 2:16-17, the Apostle Shaul tells us that the
Sabbath, the festivals and the New Moon Days are all
shadows of things “still to come.” That means just as
YHWH poured out blessings on those who were
keeping His festival days in the past, YHWH will pour
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out even more blessings on those who are still keeping
His festival days in the future. However, Scripture’s
true meaning is lost in most major versions, including
the King James Version.

Note how the King James Version supplies two words
in italics (days and is), which do not exist in the Greek;
and how these two words invert the true meaning of the
passage.

Colossians 2:16-17, KJV

16 Let no man therefore
judge you in meat, or in
drink, or in respect of an
holy day, or of the new
moons, or of the sabbath

BCT Colossians 2:16 § Mn)
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things to come; but the
body is of Christ.

Because it adds the italicized words (days) and (is), the
KJV leads the reader to conclude that we should not let
anyone tell us what to eat, what to drink, or what days
of worship to keep. If we accept these added words at
their face value, we can easily conclude that it makes
no difference at all whether we keep the Sabbath and
the festival days, or whether we worship on Sunday,
Christmas, the Chinese New Year, Ramadan, or even
no festival days at all. Other translations make similar
alterations to the text, and these alterations generally
help promote the idea that Yeshua actually did come to
abolish the Torah and the Prophets, contrary to His
own statement at Matthew 5:17-19.
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Scripture, however, is very clear that we are not to add
anything to His words, or to take anything away (e.qg.,
Deuteronomy 4:2, Proverbs 30:6, etcetera). Therefore,
once we realize that the supplied words days and is do
not appear in the source texts, we should take them
back out of the English translations.

Here is the exact same passage from the King James,
but with the supplied words “days” and “is” removed:

Let no man therefore judge you in
meat, or in drink, or in respect of an
holy day, or of the new moons, or of
the Sabbath; which are a shadow of
things to come; but the Body of Christ.

If we read this passage carefully, we can see that there
are three main ideas here (1-2-3):

1. Let no man therefore judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in respect of an holy day,
or of the new moons, or of the Sabbath;

2. which are a (prophetic) shadow of things
(still) to come;

3. but the Body of [Messiah].

To paraphrase, the Apostle Shaul is telling us:

1. Let no man judge you with regards to the
meat you eat, what you drink, or what
religious festival days you keep;

2. Because these foods, liquids and festival
days are all prophetic shadows of things still
to come;

3. Therefore, let only the Body of Messiah tell
you what to eat, what to drink, and what
festival days to keep!
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If we rearrange the clauses to make the English read
better (3-1-2), we can see that what the Apostle Shaul
was actually saying was that we should not let anyone
but the Body of Messiah judge us in what we eat, what
we drink, and what festival days we keep, because
these things are all shadows of prophetic blessings still
to come.

Let no man (but the Body of Messiah)
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of an holy day, or of the new
moons, or of the Sabbath; for the
festivals are shadows of things (still)
to come.

[Colossians 2:16-17, reordered]

Shaul’s true meaning is not reflected in the NIV.

16 Therefore do not let anyone judge
you by what you eat or drink, or with
regard to a religious festival, a New
Moon celebration or a sabbath day.

17 These are a shadow of the things
that were to come; the reality,
however, is found in Christ.
[Colossians 2:16-17, NIV]

The King James, the NIV, and most of the mainstream
Christian versions essentially support the old Gnostic
hypothesis: that so long as one knows Yeshua is the
Messiah, it makes no difference what days of worship
one keeps, because the festivals are merely shadows
of the things that “were” to come. However, this is far
from Shaul’s true meaning.
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The idea that the foods we eat and the festival days we
keep are important prophetic shadows of things still to
come did not originate with the Apostle Shaul. The
Jews have long held that major prophetic events
typically fall on Israel’s festival days.

When YHWH poured out the gift of the Spirit on the
Pentecost, the faithful still needed to be at the Temple
in Jerusalem in order to receive that gift. If Yeshua’'s
resurrection really marked the end of the Torah and the
Prophets, as some groups claim, then why did the
faithful still need to be in the Temple on the Pentecost?
Why was the Spirit not poured out at some other place,
and at some other time, such as on Christmas, in
Rome?

Some theologians tell us that even though the Apostles
continued to keep YHWH's festivals, the reason we
now keep Sunday, Christmas and Easter is that
Yeshua’s resurrection marked the start of a three-to-
four-hundred-year period of change, in which the
Church would be authorized to make all sorts of
sweeping changes to the faith. However, this thesis is
very curious, considering these alleged changes were
never prophesied anywhere in Scripture, and also
considering how many times YHWH sternly warned
those who feared Him not to keep any other festival
days.

The Torah is a codification of YHWH’s Spirit, given as a
list of instructions (dos and don’ts). At least according
to Jewish tradition, these instructions were first given to
Israel at Mount Sinai on the Pentecost, fifty days after
the first Passover. Then, thousands of years later, the
Spirit itself was poured out on the faithful at Pentecost.
The difference was that this time, instead of just giving
a codification of the Spirit, YHWH gave the gift of His
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Spirit itself. Thus, in actuality there have already been
at least two fulfillments of the Feast of the Pentecost,
and Colossians 2:16-17 tell us that there are more on
the way.

The pattern in Scripture is one of repeated fulfillments
of the festivals. The Children of Israel already fulfilled
the Feast of Tabernacles when they dwelt in
tabernacles (or booths) in the Wilderness in Sinai. The
second fulfillment came when Yeshua was born.

Most Christians have been taught that Yeshua was
born on December 25". However, Yeshua could not
have been born in winter, because Luke 2:8 shows us
that there were shepherds keeping watch over their
flocks at that time.

Luga (Luke) 2:8

7 And she brought forth her firstborn
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths, and laid Him in a manger,
because there was no room for them
in the inn.

8 Now there were in the same country
shepherds living out in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by
night.

In Israel, flocks are not typically let out to pasture in the
winter. Therefore, this event had to occur some time
before winter had set in, and the flocks were penned
up. This effectively rules out the month of December.

As we will show in the chapter on Hanukkah, Yeshua
was conceived in the middle of winter (probably during
Hanukkah time), and was born some nine months later,
in the fall, around the time of the Feast of Tabernacles.
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From a prophetic standpoint, it makes perfect sense
that Yeshua would be born on the first day of the Feast
of Tabernacles, because He would be fulfilling the first
day of the Feast of Tabernacles. Could this be why
Yochanan (John) tells us that the Word became flesh,
and dwelt among us?

Yochanan (John) 1:14
14 And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us....

The word ‘dwelt’ is the Greek word skenoo, Strong’s
NT4637, meaning, ‘to tabernacle.’

NT:4637 skenoo (skay-no'-0); from
NT:4636; to tent or encamp, i.e.
(figuratively) to occupy (as a mansion)
or (specifically) to reside (as God did
in the Tabernacle of old, a symbol of
protection and communion):

Essentially, then, what Yochanan (John) was saying
was:

Yochanan (John) 1:14 [interpreted]
14 And the Word became flesh and
tabernacled among us....

In Leviticus 23, YHWH commands that all native-born
Israelites who live in the Land of Israel must make a
pilgrimage up to Jerusalem three times a year. One of
these three annual pilgrimages is the fall Feast of
Tabernacles. During this feast, all Israel must dwell in
tabernacles (temporary dwellings) for seven days. In
Hebrew, these temporary dwellings are called Sukkot.
In English, they are often called ‘booths’.
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Vayigra (Leviticus) 23:42

42 You shall dwell in booths for seven
days. All who are native Israelites shall
dwell in booths....

The rabbinical ruling in the first century was likely
identical to the rabbinical ruling of today, which is that
for health and safety’s sake, anyone who is sick, old or
pregnant does not actually have to stay in a tabernacle,
but can rent a room in an inn. However, even though
Miriam was pregnant, there was no room at the inn.
Therefore Joseph and Miriam had to dwell in a
tabernacle (or a booth, or a ‘manger’), in keeping with
Leviticus 23. While this might have seemed like a
turnabout for Joseph and Miriam, all of this came to
pass so that Yeshua might be born in a temporary
dwelling (a tabernacle) on the first day of the fall Feast
of Tabernacles, in prophetic fulfillment of the feast.

But even though Yeshua was the second fulfillment of
the Feast of Sukkot (Tabernacles), Zechariah 14 tells
us that there will yet be a third fulfillment.

Zechariah 14:16-17

16 And it shall come to pass that
everyone who is left of all the nations
which came against Jerusalem shall
go up from year to year to worship the
King, YHWH of hosts, and to keep the
Feast of Tabernacles.

17 And it shall be that whichever of the
families of the earth do not come up to
Jerusalem to worship the King, YHWH
of hosts, on them there will be no rain.

There is even a fourth fulfilment prophesied, in the
Book of the Revelation:

35

Gilyana (Revelation) 21:3

3 And | heard a loud voice from the
throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle
of Elohim is among men, and He will
dwell among them, and they shall be
His people, and Elohim Himself will be
among them,

4 and He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes; and there will no
longer be any death; there will no
longer be any mourning, or crying, or
pain; the first things have passed
away."

This shows us why the Apostle Shaul warned us not to
let anyone but the Body of Messiah tell us what days of
worship to keep. It is because they are prophetic
shadow pictures of wonderful blessings still to come.
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The Sabbath (Shabbat)

The Fourth Commandment is the command to keep the
Sabbath. The Sabbath was one of the Ten Commands
that YHWH inscribed in stone.

Shemote (Exodus) 20:8-11

8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep
it set apart.

9 Six days you shall labor and do all
your work,

10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath
of YHWH your Elohim. In it you shall
do no work: you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, nor your male servant,
nor your female servant, nor your
cattle, nor your stranger who is within
your gates.

11 For in six days YHWH made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested the seventh
day. Therefore YHWH blessed the
Sabbath day and set it apart.”

The Sabbath is the seventh day of the week, and the
fact that YHWH inscribed the commandment to rest
(i.e., to ‘sabbath’) in stone should give us some idea of
the degree of importance and unchangeability that
YHWH assigns to it.

The reason YHWH assigned the Sabbath as the
seventh day of the week is that YHWH created the
heavens and the earth in six days, and then rested on
the seventh day.
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However, YHWH not only rested on the seventh day,

B’reisheet (Genesis) 2:2-3

2 And on the seventh day Elohim
ended His work which He had done,
and He rested on the seventh day from
all His work which He had done.

3 Then Elohim blessed the seventh
day and set it apart, because in it He
rested from all His work which Elohim
had created and made.

but He also was refreshed.
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Shemote (Exodus) 31:12-17

12 And YHWH spoke to Moshe, saying,
13 "Speak also to the children of
Israel, saying: 'Surely My Sabbaths
you shall keep, for it is a signh between
Me and you throughout your
generations, that you may know that |
am YHWH who sets you apart.

14 You shall keep the Sabbath,
therefore, for it is set apart to you.
Everyone who profanes it shall surely
be put to death; for whoever does any
work on it, that person shall be cut off
from among his people.

15 Work shall be done for six days, but
the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, set
apart to YHWH. Whoever does any
work on the Sabbath day, he shall
surely be put to death.

16 Therefore the children of Israel
shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the
Sabbath throughout their generations
as a perpetual covenant.



17 It is a sign between Me and the
children of Israel forever; for in six
days YHWH made the heavens and the
earth, and on the seventh day He
rested and was refreshed.™

The language here is curious. Since YHWH’s power
and might is completely without limit, how can YHWH
become tired? And if He cannot become tired, then
how can YHWH become refreshed?

In modern computer terms, when a computer screen
becomes all messed up, perhaps because a computer
has been left on too long, and becomes too hot, or
because too many computing operations have been
performed on it without the computer being able to take
a break, the computer screen becomes disorderly. To
correct this condition, one presses the ‘refresh’ button.
In exactly the same way, the Sabbath is a kind of a
‘refresh’ button for mankind, whereby the proper order
is restored between Elohim and man, by purposely
taking a day to worship, and to rest in Him.

Notice the language here: that the purpose of the
Sabbath is to rest in Him. The purpose of the Sabbath
is not to rest and relax the flesh by sewing, by hiking,
by catching up on one’s sleep for the week, or by
participating in recreational activities such as boating,
fishing or watching television. Rather, the purpose of
YHWH’s Sabbath is to restore the proper order
between YHWH Elohim and man. As we will see, this
calls for us to gather together, and serve Him as one
united, combined Body of Messiah.

Hebrews 10:24-25
24 And let us consider one another in
order to stir up love and good works,
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25 not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the manner
of some, but exhorting one another,
and so much the more as you see the
Day approaching.

YHWH has specific rules for the Sabbath. He tells us
that not only are we to do no work, but that we are not
to cause anyone else to work on that day: neither our
sons, nor our daughters, nor our menservants, nor our
maidservants, nor our cattle, nor any stranger who is
within our gates.

Shemote (Exodus) 20:8-11

8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep
it set apart.

9 Six days you shall labor and do all
your work,

10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath
of YHWH your Elohim. In it you shall
do no work: you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, nor your male servant,
nor your female servant, nor your
cattle, nor your stranger who is within
your gates.

11 For in six days YHWH made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested the seventh
day. Therefore YHWH blessed the
Sabbath day and set it apart.”

The basic concept is that we are to rest and relax in
Him, and to cause anyone and everyone under our
power to rest and relax in Him also. In practical terms,
this means that we must not hire anyone to do any
regular work, or work for pay on the Sabbath.

40



YHWH both blessed the seventh day, and He set it
apart. By way of blessing, He gave His people one day
out of their busy weeks that they should have to do no
laborious work. This is so true that the children of
Israel were not even supposed to cook on the Sabbath.

In the Wilderness of Sinai, the children of Israel were
told to gather and prepare twice as much food on the
sixth day of the week (sometimes called ‘Preparation
Day’), so that no gathering or cooking had to be done

on the Sabbath.
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Shemote (Exodus) 16:22-30

22 And so it was, on the sixth day, that
they gathered twice as much bread,
two omers for each one. And all the
rulers of the congregation came and
told Moshe.

23 Then he said to them, "This is what
YHWH has said: 'Tomorrow is a
Sabbath rest, a set-apart Sabbath to
YHWH. Bake what you will bake today,
and boil what you will boil; and lay up
for yourselves all that remains, to be
kept until morning."™

24 So they laid it up till morning, as
Moshe commanded; and it did not
stink, nor were there any worms in it.
25 Then Moshe said, "Eat that today,
for today is a Sabbath to YHWH; today
you will not find it in the field.

26 Six days you shall gather it, but on
the seventh day, the Sabbath, there
will be none.”

27 Now it happened that some of the
people went out on the seventh day to
gather, but they found none.

28 And YHWH said to Moshe, "How
long do you refuse to keep My
commandments and My laws?

29 See! For YHWH has given you the
Sabbath; therefore He gives you on
the sixth day bread for two days. Let
every man remain in his place; let no
man go out of his place on the seventh
day."

30 So the people rested on the seventh
day.

The idea is to prepare for the Sabbath all six days of
the week, and then to prepare twice as much food on
the sixth day, so that one does not have to gather or
prepare food on the seventh. With the work of food
preparation already done, the Sabbath is just that much
more restful.

YHWH tells us He is serious about His people resting
from their labors on the seventh day. He even tells us
that whosoever does any work on the Sabbath is to be
put to death. This is a sign of the covenant between
YHWH and us forever, in all of our generations.

Shemote (Exodus) 31:12-17

12 And YHWH spoke to Moshe, saying,
13 "Speak also to the children of
Israel, saying: 'Surely My Sabbaths
you shall keep, for it is a sign between
Me and you throughout your
generations, that you may know that |
am YHWH who sets you apart.

14 You shall keep the Sabbath,
therefore, for it is set apart to you.
Everyone who profanes it shall surely
be put to death; for whoever does any
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work on it, that person shall be cut off
from among his people.

15 Work shall be done for six days, but
the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, set
apart to YHWH. Whoever does any
work on the Sabbath day, he shall
surely be put to death.

16 Therefore the children of Israel
shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the
Sabbath throughout their generations
as a perpetual covenant.

17 It is a sign between Me and the
children of Israel forever; for in six
days YHWH made the heavens and the
earth, and on the seventh day He
rested and was refreshed.™

However, people being what they are, they sometimes
put YHWH to the test. So it was that when Israel was
in the Wilderness, immediately after YHWH had
warned the people that anyone rebelling against His
commandments should be put to death, a man chose
to profane the Sabbath by gathering sticks. When
Moshe asked YHWH what to do, YHWH decreed that
the rebellious man was surely to be put to death.

Bemidbar (Numbers) 15:32-36

32 Now while the children of Israel
were in the wilderness, they found a
man gathering sticks on the Sabbath
day.

33 And those who found him gathering
sticks brought him to Moshe and
Aharon, and to all the congregation.

34 They put him under guard, because
it had not been explained what should
be done to him.
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35 Then YHWH said to Moshe, "The
man must surely be put to death; all
the congregation shall stone him with
stones outside the camp.”

36 So, as YHWH commanded Moshe,
all the congregation brought him
outside the camp and stoned him with
stones, and he died.

The reason this man was profaning the Sabbath was
that he had chosen to perform routine, laborious work
that could have been done either before or after
Shabbat. He should have been congregating and
worshipping YHWH at that time.

When YHWH appoints a special time to meet with us,
we as His bride must make every effort to meet with
Him then. If there is any work that can be done before
the Sabbath, so that we have more time to spend with
Him on that day, then that work should be done apart
from the Sabbath day.

Yet even though the man gathering sticks was breaking
the Shabbat, Yeshua said that His disciples were not
breaking the Shabbat when they plucked heads of
grain (and ate them) on the Sabbath.

Matthew 12:1-8

1 At that time Yeshua went through the
grainfields on the Sabbath. And His
disciples were hungry, and began to
pluck heads of grain and to eat.

2 And when the Pharisees saw it, they
said to Him, "Look, Your disciples are
doing what is not lawful to do on the
Sabbath!"
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3 But He said to them, "Have you not
read what David did when he was
hungry, he and those who were with
him:

4 how he entered the house of Elohim
and ate the showbread which was not
lawful for him to eat, nor for those who
were with him, but only for the
priests?

5 Or have you not read in the Torah
that on the Sabbath the priests in the
temple profane the Sabbath, and are
blameless?

6 Yet | say to you that in this place
there is One greater than the temple.

7 But if you had known what this
means, 'l desire mercy and not
sacrifice,’ you would not have
condemned the guiltless.

8 For the Son of Man is Master even of
the Sabbath.”

There are several reasons that Yeshua'’s disciples were
not profaning the Sabbath. Perhaps one of the most
obvious is that His disciples were not working for pay.
They also were not reaping with a sickle and a basket,
either to sell, or to store up for later. Rather, they were
spending time with their Husband, and were simply
eating what was readily at hand as they walked through
the field, much as one might pluck a few pomegranates
one came across on the way to the synagogue. Since
it was not really ‘work’ to pluck these grains and eat
them, it did not need to be put off until later.

Another thing that is not ‘customary work,” and which
does not need to be put off until after the Sabbath is
healing, and doing good.
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Mattai (Matthew) 12:9-12

9 Now when He had departed from
there, He went into their synagogue.

10 And behold, there was a man who
had a withered hand. And they asked
Him, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the
Sabbath?" — that they might accuse
Him.

11 Then He said to them, "What man is
there among you who has one sheep,
and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath,
will not lay hold of it and lift it out?

12 Of how much more value then is a
man than a sheep? Therefore it is
lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”

Sometimes people have questions about hospital staff:
since Yeshua said it is OK to heal on the Sabbath, is it
OK for believers to work as doctors, nurses, police and
fire services, or as other emergency services
personnel? Perhaps it will be easier to understand if
we use the following analogy:

Scripture likens Israel to a virgin bride, and if Israel is a
virgin bride, then one might consider the Sabbath (or
any other festival day) as a ‘date’ between the bride
and her future Husband. If the bride only gets to see
her Beloved Fiance one day a week, then if she truly
cherishes her Fiance, and wants to be with Him, then
she will look for ways to make the most of her time with
Him. Because of this, she will try to take care of her
earthly chores during the rest of the week, so that she
can spend as much time as possible with Him on her
one special date day.
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If someone should come to the bride’s door in need of
urgent medical care (or even food) on the day she has
to spend with her Fiance, her Fiance will probably be
guite pleased and happy with her if she stops whatever
she is doing, and helps the one in need. However, in
contrast, her Fiance will probably not be pleased if she
has been lazy during the week, or has overscheduled
herself, such that she has left herself all sorts of little
chores to do, or is too exhausted to spend quality time
with Him.

It is true that not all work can be put off until another
time. For one example, dairy animals must be milked
seven days a week, and animals such as sheep need a
great deal of help during birthing, no matter what day of
the week it is. Further, life being what it is, medical
emergencies arise seven days a week, and ambulance
and medical crews need to be on hand to help save the
lives of those who are in need. However, in all of these
scenarios, there is work that must be performed at the
time the crisis arises, yet there is also other work that
can be put off until later. Whatever work can be done
either before or after the Sabbath, should be.

What exactly can and cannot be done on the Sabbath
is also the guestion of some debate. Exodus 35 tells
us that anyone who works on the Sabbath must be put
to death, and then it also gives us a rather curious
commandment, not to kindle a fire on the Sabbath day.

Shemote (Exodus) 35:1-3

1 Then Moshe gathered all the
congregation of the children of Israel
together, and said to them, "These are
the words which YHWH has
commanded you to do:

a7

2 Work shall be done for six days, but
the seventh day shall be a set-apart
day for you, a Sabbath of rest to
YHWH. Whoever does any work on it
shall be put to death.

3 You shall kindle no fire throughout
your dwellings on the Sabbath day."

Why would YHWH prohibit us from kindling a fire in our
dwellings on Shabbat? In many climates one needs to
burn a fire in winter just to keep warm, and the Sabbath
would hardly be relaxing or refreshing without heat.
However, if we look at this passage in the Hebrew, we
may be able to get a better feel for YHWH’s intended
meaning.
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Exodus 35:3

3 "You shall kindle no fire
in any of your dwellings on
the Sabbath day."

The word ‘kindle’ here is ta-ba-aru (39¥2n), which is
likely the Hebrew source for the English word “to burn.”
This is also the word used to describe the burning bush
in Exodus 3:2. Thus, the commandment not to kindle a
fire on Shabbat is probably the commandment not to
burn a fire on the Sabbath.

But even if the commandment in Exodus 35:3 is not to
burn a fire on the Sabbath, still we are left with the
guestion, why would YHWH command us not to burn a
fire for warmth (or for light) on His day of rest and
refreshment? Does He desire us to dwell in the dark,
and be cold?
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Let us consider that the phrase ‘your dwellings’ is
‘moshavotheichem,” (D2°1N2vYhH), which means ‘your
communities.” Since wood had to be gathered by
hand, each individual family did not always build their
own fires. Rather, in ancient times, families and clans
built a community fire. This is where the people of one
extended family cooked, and conducted all manner of
work requiring fire, such as blacksmithing. Therefore, it
seems likely that what YHWH was really prohibiting
was the kindling or burning of a work or a cooking fire
on Shabbat.

We already saw in the last chapter that there were
many lamps in the upper room where the Apostle
Shaul was teaching.

Ma’'asim (Acts) 20:7-8

7 Now on the first day of the week,
when the disciples came together to
break bread, Shaul, ready to depart the
next day, spoke to them and continued
his message until midnight.

8 There were many lamps in the upper
room where they were gathered
together.

Many scholars dispute the translation “on the first day
of the week.” The Greek reads, “mia ton Sabbaton”
(L@ tov ooPBatwr), which many scholars maintain is
more correctly translated as “on one of the Sabbaths.”

them, intending to leave | é&LévaL Tfj émavpLov,
the next day, and he TOPETELVEY T€ TOV AQYOV

prolonged his message WéYPL LECOVUKTLOU.
until midnight.

Acts 20:7-8 BCT Acts 20:7 'Ev &¢ T

7 On one of the Sabbaths, | 1L TV capfetwy

when we were gathered | ouvnypévwy NUOY
together to break bread, kAaool &ptov, 0 IladAog
Shaul began talking to SLeréyeto adTolg HEAAWY
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If this gathering did take place on one of the Sabbaths,
as some scholars contend, it would show us that Shaul
believed one could burn non-work-related fires (in this
case, lamps) on the Sabbath, for light.

What this shows us is that it is not YHWH’s intention
that we remain in the cold or the dark on His day of
worship and refreshment. That is why, if the penalty for
profaning the Sabbath is strict, the rules for keeping the
Shabbat must be interpreted with common sense.

It is sometimes suggested that we do not need to
assemble on the Sabbath, in that when the children of
Israel were in the Wilderness, YHWH told them to
remain in their place on the seventh day.

Shemote (Exodus) 16:29

29 “See! For YHWH has given you the
Sabbath; therefore He gives you on
the sixth day bread for two days. Let
every man remain in his place; let no
man go out of his place on the seventh
day.”

However, the context of this commandment to ‘remain
every man in his place’ is not in reference to assembly
for worship, but only with regards to gathering and
preparing food. Rather than gather and prepare food
on the Shabbat, the children of Israel were supposed to
prepare a day in advance, so they did not have to cook.
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The commandment to assemble for worship on the
Shabbat is given in Leviticus 23:3. We will look at the

Hebrew here.

Vayiqgra (Leviticus) 23:3

3 'Six days shall work be
done, but the seventh day
is a Sabbath of solemn
rest, a set-apart gathering.
You shall do no work on it;
it is the Sabbath of YHWH
in all your dwellings.

nyYyn o nvv (3)
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The seventh day is described as a Sabbath of solemn
rest, and a set-apart gathering. The Hebrew here is
‘migra godesh’ (¥1? X1p0), which is usually translated
as a ‘holy convocation’ in English. A ‘miqgra’ is a public
meeting, and also a prophetic rehearsal.

OT:4744 migra’" (mik-raw'); from
OT:7121; something called out, i.e. a
public meeting (the act, the persons,
or the place); also arehearsal.

The letter ‘mem’ (1) implies a massing, and ‘karaw’
(N7?) means ‘called’. Therefore a migra (X7PR) is a
‘called-out massing’, or a ‘call to a public meeting'.
Please notice that this is also a prophetic rehearsal, as
we saw in Colossians 2:16-17 (above).

It was Yeshua’'s custom to fulfill this commandment to
go to a public worship and prayer meeting by going to
the local synagogue.

Luga (Luke) 4:16
51

16 So He came to Nazareth, where He
had been brought up. And as His
custom was, He went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and
stood up to read.

As we explain in Nazarene Israel, it seems the apostles
also intended the returning gentile Ephraimites to fulfill
the requirement to gather for prayer by going to the
local synagogues on each Sabbath.

Ma’asim (Acts) 15:19-21

19 “Therefore | judge that we should
not trouble those from among the
gentiles who are turning to Elohim,

20 but that we write to them to abstain
from things polluted by idols, from
sexual immorality, from things
strangled, and from blood.

21 For Moshe has had throughout
many generations those who preach
him in every city, being read in the
synagogues every Sabbath."

As explained in Nazarene Israel, Acts Chapter Fifteen
tells us that if the returning gentile Ephraimites would
begin by abstaining from the four abominations of
idolatry, adultery, strangled (i.e., unclean) meats and
blood, then they could be allowed to enter into the
synagogues on Sabbath, as they would not be defiling
the set-apartness of the space. There in the public
prayer and worship meetings, they would learn the rest
of the Torah over time, as parts of the Torah are read
aloud in the synagogues each week.

It is sometimes taught that since Torah scrolls were not
readily available in the first century, but since most
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households can afford a copy of the Scriptures today,
that it is not necessary for the people to gather and
assemble for public worship on the Shabbat. However,
this ignores both Leviticus 23:3, which plainly tells us to
assemble on the Shabbat, as well as Hebrews 10:25,
which specifically commands us not to forsake the
assembling of ourselves, although it is the custom of
some.

Hebrews 10:24-25

24 And let us consider one another in
order to stir up love and good works,
25 not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the manner
of some, but exhorting one another,
and so much the more as you see the
Day approaching.

YHWH tells us that the Sabbath is one of His appointed
times. In other words, it is one of the times that He has
appointed for us to gather together and assemble
ourselves, so as to worship Him as one new man.

in all your dwellings.

4 'These are the feasts of
YHWH, set-apart
gatherings which you shall
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It sometimes happens that Ephraimites look for any
excuse to forsake the assembling of themselves, even
though the Sabbath is the fourth of the commandments
that YHWH etched into stone. Let us remember that
YHWH is Elohim, and that when He commands His
people to assemble, it is best to do as He says.

We may or may not like the others that YHWH has
called to be part of His spiritual family here on earth,
and if we do not like them, then the tendency can be to
want to shun, or avoid them. However, it is important
to remember that the apostles bound four beginning
fellowship rules for us in Scripture (no idolatry, no
adultery, no strangled meat, and no blood), and that so
long as our fellow servants are obeying these rules,
then we are not at liberty to isolate ourselves, or to set
ourselves apart from them.

Service to YHWH is not about being comfortable; nor is
it always pleasant. It is, however, almost always
edifying, if we hold the right heart attitude towards it.
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The New Moon Days

While the Roman Gregorian calendar is based on the
movements of the sun, the Torah calendar is based on
the movements of the moon, and the agricultural cycles
in the Land of Israel.

We will discuss how the agricultural cycles in the Land
of Israel relate to the Torah calendar in upcoming
chapters, but first we need to discuss the importance of
YHWH’s New Moon Days, and the commandments He
wants us to perform on them.

Whenever a Temple or Tabernacle stands, Israel is to
bring a daily sacrifice offering of two lambs, along with
their associated meal and drink offerings.

Bemidbar (Numbers) 28:2-3

2 "Command the children of Israel, and
say to them, 'My offering, My food for
My offerings made by fire as a sweet
aroma to Me, you shall be careful to
offer to Me at their appointed time.'

3 "And you shall say to them, 'This is
the offering made by fire which you
shall offer to YHWH: two male lambs in
their first year without blemish, day by
day, as a regular burnt offering.”

In addition to the two lambs YHWH commands us to
bring as a daily burnt offering, YHWH commands Israel
to bring yet two more lambs on the weekly Sabbath (for
a total of four, on a regular Sabbath day).
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Bemidbar (Numbers) 28:9-10

9 'And on the Sabbath day two lambs
in their first year, without blemish, and
two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as
a grain offering, mixed with oil, with its
drink offering —

10 this is the burnt offering for every
Sabbath, besides the regular burnt
offering with its drink offering.

The offerings that are to be brought are additive. In
addition to the daily and/or the Sabbath offerings,
YHWH tells us to bring still more offerings on the first
day of the month, which we will see is the day the first
crescent sliver of the new moon is sighted.

Bemidbar (Numbers) 28:11-15

11 “'At the beginnings of your months
you shall present a burnt offering to
YHWH: two young bulls, one ram, and
seven lambs in their first year, without
blemish;

12 three-tenths of an ephah of fine
flour as a grain offering, mixed with
oil, for each bull; two-tenths of an
ephah of fine flour as a grain offering,
mixed with oil, for the one ram;

13 and one-tenth of an ephah of fine
flour, mixed with oil, as a grain
offering for each lamb, as a burnt
offering of sweet aroma, an offering
made by fire to YHWH.

14 Their drink offering shall be half a
hin of wine for a bull, one-third of a hin
for a ram, and one-fourth of a hin for a
lamb; this is the burnt offering for
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each month throughout the months of
the year.

15 Also one kid of the goats as a sin
offering to YHWH shall be offered,
besides the regular burnt offering and
its drink offering.””

The reason YHWH requires more offerings on the feast
days is that there are more visitors to the Temple
during the pilgrimage festivals: hence, there need to be
more priests. Since there are more priests present in
the Temple on those days, they need more food to
sustain them.

It is sometimes thought that the New Moon Day is a
commanded Sabbath of rest. However, while there are
many reasons to believe this, we should note that the
Torah does not command us to cease work on a
regular new moon day.

The New Moon Day of the seventh month, however, is
different. The New Moon of the Seventh Month is
called Yom Teruah (ny»» 0y). Although technically
this phrase translates as the ‘Day of Blowing’ or the
‘Day of Shouting’, it is normally called the ‘Day of
Trumpets.” On this day, all Israel is to cease from its
regular work, and assemble in a set-apart gathering.

Bemidbar (Numbers) 29:1-6

1 “*And in the seventh month, on the
first day of the month, you shall have a
set-apart gathering. You shall do no
customary work. For you it is a day of
blowing (the trumpets).

2 You shall offer a burnt offering as a
sweet aroma to YHWH: one young
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bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their
first year, without blemish.

3 Their grain offering shall be fine flour
mixed with oil: three-tenths of an
ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the
ram,

4 and one-tenth for each of the seven
lambs;

5 also one kid of the goats as a sin
offering, to make atonement for you;

6 besides the burnt offering with its
grain offering for the New Moon, the
regular burnt offering with its grain
offering, and their drink offerings,
according to their ordinance, as a
sweet aroma, an offering made by fire
to YHWH.”

Let us note once again that while verse 1 clearly tells
us not to work on the new moon of the seventh month
(Yom Teruah), there is no such parallel command to
cease work on the regular new moon days.

Amos 8 is sometimes used to argue that the regular
New Moon Days are also commanded days of rest.
However, as we will see, Amos 8 is speaking about
Yom Teruah.

YHWH often uses plays on words as a kind of a pun.
In Amos 8, YHWH makes a play on words between the
word ‘summer’ (keitz, ¥’i2), and ‘the end’ (ha-ketz X{n).

Amos 8:1-6

1 Thus YHWH Elohim showed me:
Behold, a basket of summer (\’{) fruit.
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2a And He said, "Amos, what do you
see?" So | said, "A basket of summer
fruit.”

2b Then YHWH said to me, "The end
(XPn) has come upon My people Israel.
| will not pass by them anymore.

3 And the songs of the Temple shall be
wailing in that day,” says YHWH

Elohim — "Many dead bodies
everywhere, they shall be thrown out
in silence.”

4 Hear this, you who swallow up the
needy, and make the poor of the land
fail,

5 Saying: "When will the New Moon
(Day) be past, that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath, that we may trade
wheat?

Making the ephah small and the shekel
large, falsifying the scales by deceit,

6 That we may buy the poor for silver,
And the needy for a pair of sandals —
Even sell the [chaff of] wheat?"

On first reading, one might easily conclude that YHWH
was upset because His people were buying and selling
on the regular New Moon Days. However, we need to
understand YHWH'’s play on words here, because the
summer (\’) fruits come at the end (\nD) of summer,
which is when Yom Teruah is held, in the seventh
month. Thus it seems that it was not just any New
Moon Day that YHWH was upset about His people
breaking, but Yom Teruah. Therefore, in the absence
of any stronger evidence that His people were not
supposed to buy or sell on the regular new moon days,
we cannot say conclusively that the regular new moon
days are commanded days of rest from all work.
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However, even if we are not required to cease work on
the New Moon Days, there is still some question about
whether or not we are commanded to assemble. There
are four specific passages in Scripture which some see
as proof that we are to gather on the regular New Moon
Days. Let us take a close look at each them, because
the evidence can seem confusing.

The first reference to gathering on the New Moon Day
is found in 1%' Samuel 20:5, where David tells Jonathan
that he should eat at the king's table “tomorrow”,
because it will be the New Moon Day.

Shemuel Aleph (1°' Samuel) 20:5

5 And David said to Jonathan, "Indeed
tomorrow is the New Moon, and |
should not fail to sit with the king to
eat.”

It could be that the reference to the New Moon here is
a reference to Yom Teruah, as it was in Amos 8.
However, it is also possible that it was King Shaul’s
custom to assemble his court on the New Moon Days.
Either way, we cannot prove a Torah requirement to
assemble on the New Moon Days, as the Torah does
not command us to rest on a regular new moon day.

The second passage that suggests a possibile need to
assemble on the regular new moon days is found in
Second Kings 4:22-23.

2" Kings 4:22-23 YN DN NIPM (22)
22 Then she called to her "9 N) DNYY IR
husband, and said, A K

"Please send me one of ﬂD?:Q D’—]),’?U A 7DN
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And she said, "Shalom (It

The husband of the woman of Shunem asked her why
she wanted to go see Elisha, seeing as it was neither
‘a’ new moon, nor a Sabbath. Had he referred to ‘the’
new moon, we might assume he was speaking about
Yom Teruah. However, since he remarked only that it
was not ‘a’ new moon, it could be that it was a custom
for the people to gather on the new moons. However,
we cannot conclude a need to gather on the regular
new moon days, since the Torah does not command us
to assemble on the New Moon Day.

The third reference to gathering on the New Moon Day
is found in the prophecies in Ezekiel. This presents an
interesting case, because it does seem to indicate a
need to assemble at the eastern gate of the Temple on
the Sabbath and the New Moon Days, although the
Torah gives us no such requirement at present.
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3 Likewise the people of
the land shall worship at
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the entrance to this
gateway on the Sabbaths
and the New Moons
before YHWH.

Ezekiel 46:1-3

‘Thus says the Master
YHWH: "The gateway of
the inner court that faces
toward the east shall be
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Verse one tells us that the Eastern Gate shall be shut
the six working days, but that it shall be opened on the
Sabbath, and on the day of the New Moon. Because
Ezekiel contrasts the Sabbath and the New Moon with
the six “working days”, it would seem that the new
moon days will be commanded days of rest during the
future. This is further reinforced by the fact that we are
told that the people of the land will need to assemble
before the Eastern Gate on the Sabbaths, and on the
New Moons. It would seem that the only way this will
be possible is if the people do not have to work on the
Sabbath and on the new moon days.
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It is not clear why Ezekiel would give us a requirement
to assemble on the New Moons in the future when the
Torah does not require us to gather on them now.
However, Isaiah 66:23 does give us a second witness
that in the future, all Israel will be required to gather
before Him on the New Moon Days.

Isaiah 66:23

YN >0 M) (23)
23 And it shall be that - )

from New Moon Day to
New Moon Day, and from
Sabbath to Sabbath, all
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flesh shall come to A7)
worship before Me,” T s
declares YHWH.

In the last chapter we saw that the timing of the
Sabbath is determined by a ‘count of seven.” However,
all of YHWH'’s other appointed times are based on the
new moon days. For one example, the Passover is to
be held fourteen days after the new moon of the first
month is declared (Exodus 12:6). Yom Kippur, or the
Day of Atonement is to be held on the tenth day after
Yom Teruah (the New Moon of the Seventh Month)
(Leviticus 23:27). Since the timing of these festivals is
based on the timing of the new moons, if the new
moons are declared on the wrong day, it throws off the
timing of all the rest of the festivals as well.

YHWH appoints times when He wants to meet with His
prospective bride Israel. Now, if our Fiance has a date
with us, but we do not show because for some reason
or other we are not paying attention to His calendar,
what is He going to think? Do we want to stand the
King of the Universe up for a date?

63

Since the declaration of the New Moon is so essential
to knowing when to celebrate YHWH'’s festivals, we
need to know how YHWH wants us to determine the
New Moon, so we can meet with Him on the times He
appoints. Therefore, let us take some time to learn
about the New Moon Days, so we can be certain we
are doing things according to YHWH's will.

According to modern astronomy, a moon is thought to
be ‘new’ when it sits in line between the sun and the
earth (in the 3 o’clock position, above). When the
moon is in this kind of linear alignment, the moon is
said to be ‘in conjunction’ relative to the earth.

To look at it another way, when the moon is in
conjunction, the moon sits in the same general
direction from the earth as the sun does. The reason
the moon is not visible is because it is ‘conjoined’ with
the sun (and hence the name, ‘lunar conjunction’).
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A total solar eclipse is a type of lunar conjunction. A
total solar eclipse takes place when the moon sits
directly in between the sun and the earth, blocking the
sun’s light. However, the moon does not have to
eclipse the sun in order to qualify as a conjunction.

Again, the reason we do not have a total solar eclipses
each month is that the orbits of the earth, the sun and
the moon are not perfectly flat and parallel. Rather,
they sit at angles to each other.
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As shown in the diagram on the previous page, the
reason the lunar conjunction cannot be seen from the
earth is that the sun’s light reflects back towards the
sun. However, as the moon continues to orbit the earth
(counter-clockwise in the earlier illustration), it soon
reaches a position (midway between 2 and 3 o’clock in
the earlier illustration) where part of the bright side of
the moon can now be seen from the earth, at eventide.
This thin reflection is called the First Crescent Sliver of
the New Moon, and this is the New Moon of Scripture.

In the chart below, the New Moon corresponds to the
fourth row down from the top, and the third or the fourth
frame from the left. Exactly how bright the moon has to
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become before it can be seen from the earth has to do
with a variety of factors, including clouds, weather, dust
in the air, and other factors affecting visibility.

Once the first crescent sliver of the new moon can be
seen from the earth, the New Moon Day is declared.

The chart above gives us a typical progression of the
phases of the moon over weeks. The first frame (in the
upper-left-hand corner) shows the moon in its first
quarter, at 50% illumination. Eight days later the moon
is full, at 100% illumination. Then, approximately
seven days later the moon moves into its last quarter,
at slightly more than 50% illumination. Finally, roughly
seven more days and the moon again moves into
conjunction, and cannot be seen, because all of the
sun’s light reflects back off of the far side. (This is
sometimes called a ‘no moon’). Then eight days later it
is back in its first quarter again, although in this chart it
is at slightly more than 50%.

Notice that there are at least two days in the above
chart in which the moon is visibly ‘full’. There are also
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two days in which the moon is in conjunction (i.e., is not
visible). This is fairly normal, and it underscores the
reason why it is so important to establish the New
Moon Day according to the sighting of the first visible
crescent sliver.

Because the sun, the moon and the earth do not have
perfectly circular orbits, and because their orbits all sit
at angles relative to each other, the number of days in
which the moon is either in conjunction or is visibly ‘full’
can fluctuate anywhere in between 1.5 to 3.5 days.
Because of this, if we were to hypothetically base the
New Moon Day off of the lunar conjunction, either we
would have to celebrate the New Moon Day for 1.5 to
3.5 days, or else we would have to choose one of
these 1.5 to 3.5 conjunctive days as ‘the’ New Moon
Day. This would be impossible to do, because the
Scripture gives us no criteria for how to do that.

March Equinoxe )' ™ Direction of Earth

- Axial Rotation
Summer Solstice 9 Winter Solstice
{MNth. Hemi.) y (MNth. Hemi.)
f .‘
f _.f'r
d
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Winter Solstice - ’ Summer Solstice
September Equinoxe

The reason the length of the conjunction fluctuates
between 1.5 to 3.5 days is that the earth not only
moves in an elliptical orbit, but it also sits at an angle
as it orbits the sun (above). All of the heavenly bodies
move in imperfect ellipses, and this makes the length of

67

the lunar conjunctions grow longer and shorter over
time.

Notice, however, that YHWH does not command us to
celebrate the New Moon for 1.5 to 3.5 days, but to
celebrate the New Moon Day on one day. Therefore,
we need to know how to establish which one day is the
New Moon Day.

In First Samuel 20:5, David told Jonathan that the New
Moon Day was “tomorrow.” This tells us that David did
not believe the New Moon Day lasted anywhere from
1.5 to 3.5 days, but that he knew it to be a singular
event, taking place on one single day.

Shemuel Aleph (1°' Samuel) 20:5
5 So David said to Jonathan, "Behold,
tomorrow is the New Moon, and |
ought to sit down to eat with the king.
But let me go, that | may hide myself in
the field until the third evening.”

Because YHWH commands us to celebrate the New
Moon Day on just one single day, there must be one
singular event that marks the start of the New Moon
Day. As we will soon see, that singular event is the
sighting of the First Crescent Sliver of the New Moon in
the Land of Israel, either on the 29™ or the 30" day of
the month.

The Hebrew month is typically either 29 or 30 days
long. But why is this? If the earth were stationary, the
moon would make a complete 360 degree orbit about
the earth approximately once every 27.5 days (on
average). That means if the earth were standing still, it
would take the moon 27.5 days, on average, to get
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back into alignment where the First Crescent Sliver
could be seen from the earth.

However, since the earth is not stationary, but moves
about the sun, it takes the moon two extra days (on
average) before it ‘catches back up’, and comes back
into an alignment from which the First Crescent Sliver
can again be seen from the earth.

Because the moon has to travel for approximately two
more days before the First Crescent Sliver can be seen
from the earth again, it takes approximately 29.5 days
(on average) to go from one First Crescent Sliver to the
next. In practical terms, what this means is that the
Hebrew month is normally either 29 or 30 da%/s long;
and that is why, on the evening ending the 29" day of
the month, observers in the Land of Israel go outside
just before eventide, and look for the first crescent
sliver of the new moon up in the sky. If they see the
First Crescent Sliver, they go and tell the Priesthood at
the Temple Mount.

If the Priesthood does receive at least two verifiable
sightings at the end of the 29" day, they declare (or
‘sanctify’) the New Moon. However, if the Priesthood
does not receive at least two verifiable sightings at the
end of the 29" day (for any reason), the new month is
declared by default at the end of the 30™ day. This is
because, by definition, a Hebrew month cannot be
more than 30 days long; and unless the First Crescent
Sliver is physically sighted at the end of the 29™ day,
the month is assumed to be 30 days long.

The Talmud also bears witness to this. Although the
Talmud is not Scripture, the Talmud does give us a
historical record of the practices and beliefs the rabbis
kept in the Second Temple Period (which was the time
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period when Yeshua lived and ministered). For
example, Talmud Tractate Rosh Hashanah (‘Head of
the Year’) even records the interrogation methods used
by the Priesthood, and tells us the questions the priests
asked of the witnesses, in order to verify whether or not
they had actually seen the First Crescent Sliver.

How do they test the witnesses? The
pair who arrive first are tested first.
The senior of them is brought in and
they say to him, “Tell us how you saw
the moon, in front of the sun, or
behind the sun? To the north of it, or
to the south? How big was it, and in
which direction was it inclined? And
how broad was it?”

If he says “In front of the sun,” his
evidence is rejected. After that they
would bring in the second and test
him. If their accounts tallied their
evidence was accepted, and other
pairs were only questioned briefly, not
because they were required at all, but
so that they should not be
disappointed, [and] so that they
should not be dissuaded from coming.
[Mishnah, Rosh Hashanah 23b]

The reason the priesthood was able to ask the
witnesses such specific questions about the moon’s
appearance is that because the earth sits on its axis at
an angle, the moon’s summer and winter flight paths
are different. Because of this, the horns of the first
crescent sliver point in different directions at different
times of year. In the summer, the horns point more to
the left, whereas in the winter, the horns point more
upwards, as the moon lies more ‘on its back.’
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The moon also appears bigger or smaller in the sky
depending upon where the moon is in its orbit. If the
moon is closer to the earth, the moon appears larger;
and if the moon is farther away, it appears smaller.
While it is possible that a malicious witness could keep
track of these things well enough to fake his testimony,
it is unlikely that such thing would regularly pass the
Levitical interrogation.

It is important to note that in the Second Temple Period
(i.,e., Yeshua’'s day), the New Moons were not
determined by pre-calculation, but by visible sighting.
This means that the Rabbinical Jewish Calendar (the
so-called Hillel 1l Calendar) was not in use in Yeshua’'s
time, seeing as it bases the start of its month on
complex mathematical predictions, rather than on
witnesses to the First Crescent Sliver. It also shows us
that calendars such as the Lunar Sabbath and Lunar
Conjunction Calendars (which begin the month on the
Lunar Conjunction) were not in use in Yeshua’s day,
because one cannot use witnesses to sight the Lunar
Conjunction (because it is invisible).

The general rule is that a month always defaults to a 30
day length unless the First Crescent Sliver of the New
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Moon has been physically sighted at the end of the 29™
day, proving the month was shorter than the 30 day
default standard. However, just to be clear, let us note
that it is hypothetically possible to have a 28 day long
month, or even hypothetically a month that was 27
days long.

It takes the moon an average of 27.5 days to orbit the
earth, and then an average of two more days to get
back into a position from where it can be seen from
earth again. Suppose it is winter, it is cloudy at the
time the first crescent sliver is to be sighted. When this
happens, the difference between the time the first
crescent sliver would have been seen, and the time the
New Moon Day was declared by the thirty day default
grows by half a day each month. If this happens three
months in a row, the expected time until the next first
crescent sliver decreases to 28 days. Should this
happen five months in a row, the expected time until
the next first crescent sliver decreases to only 27 days.

Declared by Days to
Default Actual Difference Next Moon
No 29.5 0 29.5

30 29.5 5 29

30 29.5 1 28.5

30 29.5 1.5 28

30 29.5 2.0 27.5

30 29.5 2.5 27

Thankfully, this kind of thing is very rare, as the Land of
Israel is sunny all summer, and is also sunny half the
winter. Because Israel is so sunny, the calendar auto-
corrects itself before the discrepancy becomes very
large, and the New Moon Day is almost always
declared in its time.
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Some scholars believe that when there are clouds, we
should declare the New Moon at the end of the 29"
day, if calculations tell us that the First Crescent Sliver
of the New Moon would have been visible at the end of
the 29™ day, had there not been clouds. However, the
proponents of this theory also acknowledge that in King
David’'s time, the New Moon Day was determined by
the visible sighting of the First Crescent Sliver.

Shemuel Aleph (1°' Samuel) 20:5
5 So David said to Jonathan, "Behold,
tomorrow is the New Moon, and |
ought to sit down to eat with the king.
But let me go, that | may hide myself in
the field until the third evening.”

Since the Hebrews did not use modern astronomical
calculations in David’s time, the only way David could
have said with certainty that the New Moon Day was
“tomorrow” was if the first crescent sliver had not been
seen at the end of the 29" day, thus assuring that the
New Moon Day would be declared at its normal, default
30-day mark.

Finally, to be complete, we should discuss Psalm 81:3.
Since scholars disagree over how to interpret this
passage, we will use the Hebrew here.

3 Blow in the New Moon | ﬁg'}\& \’)"__[h:_l WPN (4)

Day a shofar, in the keseh 1930 DY N2
on the day of our - : ==

pilgrimage feast.

Scholars dispute what the keseh (N92) is. Strong’s
Concordance defines it this way:
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OT:3677 kece' (keh'-seh); or keceh
(keh'-seh); apparently from OT:3680;
properly, fullness or the full moon, i.e.
its festival: KJV - (time) appointed.

When we look up the reference to OT:3680, we get a
reference to something ‘plump’. This might refer to a
full moon, or a moon in its fullness (which is the correct
interpretation). However, we also get a reference to
something that is clothed, covered, or concealed.

OT:3680 kacah (kaw-saw'); a primitive
root; properly, to plump, i.e. fill up
hollows; by implication, to cover (for
clothing or secrecy):

KJV - cladself, close, clothe, conceal,
cover (self), (flee to) hide, overwhelm.
Compare OT:3780.

One might infer that the thing which is clothed, covered
or concealed is also the new moon, except that a new
moon is not ‘plump’, ‘waxed fat,” or ‘covered with flesh’,
as the reference requires.

OT:3780 kasah (kaw-saw'); a primitive
root; to grow fat (i.e. be covered with
flesh):

KJV - be covered. Compare OT:3680.

It is important that we interpret this correctly, for if the
word keseh means ‘new moon’, then Psalms 81:3 is
the command to “blow the shofar on the new moon of
our pilgrimage feast (On).” However, this is impossible,
because there are no New Moon Days that are also
pilgrimage feasts. This is because while Yom Teruah
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is an appointed time (TYM), it is not a pilgrimage
festival (On).

We should also recognize the fact that it makes no
sense to think that YHWH would use the word ‘keseh’
(N©3) to describe the New Moon, when He just used
the word Hodesh (¥7M) to describe it. Therefore, the
word keseh (N92) must mean something else.

What the word keseh (n92) refers to is not exactly a
full moon, but the moon when it is ‘plump’, and clothed
with light. As we will see in later chapters, this
describes the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles
perfectly, as these are pilgrimage festivals, and they
begin on or about the full moon, when the moon is
generally ‘waxed fat,” and ‘plump’, and is ‘clothed with
light.” Therefore, Psalms 81:3 is the command to blow
the shofar on the Passover, and on the First Day of the
Feast of Tabernacles.

Aviv Barley and the Head of the Year

Once we know how to determine the New Moon, next
we need to know how YHWH wants us to determine
the start (or the ‘Head’) of the Year. In order to do this,
let us look at the Exodus, for this is where YHWH tells
us when He wants the Head of the Year to be.

In Exodus 9:31-32, YHWH caused a plague of hail to
fall on the Land of Egypt. The flax and the barley were
damaged (‘struck’) by the hail, because they were in an
advanced stage of development.

3 Blow in the New Moon | ‘19'1\)) VIN2 PN (4)
Day a shofar, in the plump ﬂ))h oY -ﬂUDEl
moon, on the day of our o PoooEes
pilgrimage feast.

Exodus 9:31-32

31 Now the flax and the
barley were struck, for the
barley was in the head
and the flax was in bud.
32 But the wheat and the
spelt were not struck, for
they are late crops.

NRYaN (31)

> 11N NWY
2N NYYN

(32) : 5¥23 NHYIN)
N2 RPN NVNM)
N NN >3 [13)
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The New King James tells us that the barley was struck
because it was in an advanced state of maturity where
it was “in the head”. The Hebrew word for this is ‘Aviv’
(21).

Soon after the Aviv barley was struck, YHWH told
Moshe and Aharon that “this month is the head of
months for you; it is the first month of the year to you.”
This tells us that the first month of the year comes just
after the barley in the Land of Israel becomes Aviv.
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Exodus 12:2

2 "This month is th_e _head ].“97‘“. | D’\’_)T!') YN
of months for you; it is the W

first month of the year to ’\’”05 DD? N?ﬂ
you.” Mmvn

D27 M0 YI1hn (2)

Like the New Moon Day, the determination of the Head
of the Year is critical. The Head of the Year has to be
determined correctly, or else all of the other months
(and all of the festival days) will be off, and we will not
be able to meet with our Fiance when He wants us to
be there. Therefore, let us learn more about what
‘Aviv’ barley really is, so we can be sure we declare the
Head of the Year in the right month.

Before cereal grasses bud, the stalk is generally still
flexible and soft. Because it is soft, it can take a direct
hit from hail without being destroyed. However, just as
with human beings, as cereal grasses get older and
begin to produce fruit, they become drier, and become
more brittle, and thus are more easily damaged.

Although modern agriculture uses different terms, for
our purposes, barley and other cereal grasses can be
thought to pass through the following stages of growth:

Vegetative (growth) stage;

Budding and Flowering (‘cotton’) stage;
Seed pod formation stage;

Milk stage;

Soft Dough (‘AviVv’) stage;

Hard Dough (‘Carmel’) stage;

Ancient ripe.

NookrwhE
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After flowering, barley forms a seed pod, which soon
fills with a milky fluid. This fluid slowly becomes harder
and more substantive, until finally it becomes more of a
solid than a liquid. Once the contents of the seed pod
have solidified to the point that they resemble bread
dough, the barley has reached the stage where its
development can be thought of as being “in the ear”
(2>2N), because the main development of the plant now
takes place in the fruiting ear.

Because aviv barley has a soft dough-like consistency,
it is still not as hard (or as substantial) as it will be when
it is fully ripe. Aviv barley still needs to mature on the
stalk for at least two more weeks before it can be
harvested for long term storage, or used as a Wave
Sheaf Offering. However, even though it is still be too
moist to put into long term storage without drying it first,
Aviv barley is solid enough that one can make a meal
out of it if one first lightly roasts it in fire, a process
known as ‘parching.” Parching drives the moisture out
of the immature grain, and makes it hard enough that it
can be cracked, or ground into flour. Parched grains
are mentioned in Leviticus 23:14, Joshua 5:11, 1%
Samuel 17:17, 1% Samuel 25:18, and Leviticus 2:14.
Leviticus 2:14 shows us that parched grains are even
substantial enough to be used as a firstfruits offering.

Leviticus 2:14

14 *'Also when you bring
an offering of firstfruits to
YHWH, you may bring
Aviv grain parched in the
fire, (or) crushed Carmel
shall you offer for your
firstfruits offering.”

19pPn OX) (14)
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In later chapters we will see why the Aviv must be
declared when the first complete shocks of barley in
the Land of Israel are Aviv, but first we should make
clear that the term ‘Aviv’ is not correctly considered to
be the name of a month, as it is used on the Orthodox
Jewish calendar.

The Jews began calling the names by months when
they went into the Exile to Babylon. Now, instead of
calling the months according to their ordinal numbers,
the Jews call the months by names (Nisan, lyar, Sivan,
etceteras). Most of these names have Babylonian
pagan origins, and these names are often recorded in
Scripture.

Hadassah (Esther) 8:9

9 So the king's scribes were called at
that time in the third month (that is, the
month Sivan)....

However, the fact that the Jews recorded these names
in Scripture does not mean that this is what YHWH
wants us to do. The correct practice of calling the days
and months by ordinal numbers is demonstrated in
Ezekiel 1:1.

Yehezqel (Ezekiel) 1:1

1 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth
year, in the fourth month, on the fifth
day of the month, as | was among the
captives by the River Chebar, that the
heavens were opened and | saw
visions of Elohim.

The reason this is the correct practice is that this is how
YHWH numbers the months: with numbers, not names.
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Exodus 12:2

2 "This month is th_e _head ].“97‘“. | D’\’_)T!') YN
of months for you; it is the W

first month of the year to ’\’”05 DD? N?ﬂ
you.” Mmvn

D27 M0 YIhn (2)

Our Jewish brethren, however, are very fond of their
man-made traditions, and it is a rule in Judaism that
once any man-made tradition has been established for
a certain length of time, it becomes law. In effect, the
Jews are saying that so long as a man-made tradition
is popular, it does not matter whether or not it accords
with YHWH’s word. However, this is akin to saying that
since the Church has kept Christmas and Easter for
thousands of years, they have the right to substitute
them in place of YHWH's festivals: but we know that
this is not correct. If we reject the Church’s claim to the
right to change YHWH’s word to suit its own tastes,
then so too must we reject our Jewish brother’s claim
to be able to alter YHWH's word.

However, after the Romans destroyed the Temple in 70
CE and then drove the Jews out of Judea, the rabbis
were no longer able to observe the ripening of the
barley in the Land of Israel. Therefore, they had to
develop some other means of determining when the
first full shocks of barley would become Aviv in the
Land of Israel. They did this by developing the Jewish
‘Hillel I Calendar.

In the fourth century, after a few hundred years of
intermediate modification, a man named Hillel 1l finally
developed a mathematical algorithm that approximates
the ripening of the barley in the Land of Israel fairly
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well. It does this by calculating the movements of the
sun, the moon and the earth with regards to the Spring
Equinox. While this calendar helped to keep the idea
of a Torah-based Calendar alive for the two thousand
years of the Roman Exile, it also has some serious
drawbacks, chief among which is the fact that it does
not use the means YHWH uses for establishing the
time. While the algorithm was brilliant, and while the
Rabbinical ‘Hillel II' calendar dates often approximate
the Torah Calendar dates very well, they are also often
off of YHWH’s time by a month or more.

The Hillel 1l Calendar reinforces the practice our Jewish
brothers picked up in Babylon, of calling the months by
names (rather than by ordinal numbers). For example,
the Hillel 1l Calendar calls the first month of the year
“Nisan.” However, in modern Hebrew, the first month
of the year is also called “The Month of Aviv,” as if Aviv
was a name that meant simply, “spring” (which is what
the term translates to in Modern Hebrew). However,
we know that the term does not translate to “spring”,
but that it refers to a stage of the ripening of the barley.

Exodus 13:4

4 "On this day in the
month of the Aviv, you are
about to go forth.”

| DONRY DRX OPD (4)
DIAND VTN

Notice that Exodus 13:4 does not say that the Exodus
took place in the “the Month called Aviv’. Rather, it
tells us that the first month of the year is the month that
begins in the month of ‘the’ Aviv (2>ax7n). In other
words, the Head of the Year is to be declared on the
first New Moon Day after the first complete shocks of
Aviv barley are seen in the Land of Israel.
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Some correctly point out that the Aviv barley mentioned
in Exodus 9:31 was not spotted in the Land of Israel,
but in the Land of Egypt. While this is true, we should
also remember that the children of Israel were simply
looking for the Aviv wherever YHWH's Presence dwelt
at that time. YHWH chose Jerusalem as the place
where He wanted to place His name (1 Kings 14:21,
etc.), and that has never changed. Further, Scripture
tells us that YHWH'’s eyes are always upon His land.

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 11:12

12 “...a land for which YHWH your
Elohim cares; the eyes of YHWH your
Elohim are always on it, from the
beginning of the year to the very end
of the year.”

There are other reasons it is important to base the
Head of the Year on the ripening of the Aviv barley in
the Land of Israel (and not in any other place). Barley
is grown in many regions of the world, and it ripens at
all different times. For example, in semi-tropical areas
(such as in Arizona and in Texas), barley is considered
a winter crop. However, in temperate areas (such as
Idaho, Montana and Washington State), barley is
grown as a summer crop. Add to this the fact that
crops in the Southern Hemisphere usually ripen half a
year out from the crops in the Northern Hemisphere,
and we can see that barley ripens at all different times
throughout the world. If each Israelite were to set the
Head of the Year based on the ripening of the barley in
his own locality, then Israelites all over the world would
be keeping His festivals at all different times. This is
contrary to what YHWH wants, which is to meet with
His bride, and give her gifts on His festival days, based
on Jerusalem time.
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Ma’asim (Acts) 2:1-2

1 When the day of Pentecost had
come, they were all together in one
place.

2 And suddenly there came from
heaven a noise like a violent rushing
wind, and it filled the whole house
where they were sitting.

In the first century, blessings were poured out upon the
faithful who had come up to Jerusalem in order to keep
the Feast of Pentecost. However, in order to receive
that blessing, they had to be there when YHWH said
the Pentecost was to be held. Had they been keeping
their own calendar, based on the ripening of the barley
and the observation of the New Moon in their own
localities, they might not have known when to be there
in Jerusalem.

Finally, while it is commonly held that a Hebrew year
has twelve months, and often has a thirteenth or ‘leap’
year, the truth is that there is no number of months that
a Hebrew year should have. While there are usually
twelve months in a year, with a leap month every two
or three years, the Hebrew lasts from the first new
moon after the Aviv barley is sighted one year, until the
first new moon after the Aviv barley is sighted the next.
That can be any length of time, depending upon the
weather YHWH brings. If YHWH brings a cold winter
with little rain and sun, the barley can be very late in
maturing, and the year could hypothetically be thirteen
or fourteen months long (or hypothetically even longer).
Then the next year, if the winter is warm, and wet, and
the barley ripens early, the winter could hypothetically
be only eleven months. Everything depends upon the
weather YHWH sends.
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Since the timing of the New Year is known only after
the first crescent sliver of the new moon is sighted after
the barley in the Land of Israel has become Aviv, it is
not very easy to project exact dates for coming years.
Further, since the start date of each month fluctuates a
day forward or back, it is not really possible to project
exact dates past the existing month. The Torah
Calendar is not as popular as the Roman ‘Christian’
Calendar, or the Rabbinical Calendar.

While these things might at first seem like a problem, in
reality it is a blessing in disguise for the faithful. The
western ideal is to schedule and regiment one’s life so
as to do more, achieve more, and therefore somehow
‘become’ more. While high productivity and is often
described in positive terms within Scripture, the idea is
less to plan and to structure one’s time intellectually
than it is to listen to what YHWH wants us to be doing,
moment by moment. Only when one waits on YHWH
from moment to moment can we be in tune with His
timing.

Tehillim (Psalms) 130:5-6

5 | wait for YHWH, my soul waits,

And in His word | do hope.

6 My soul waits for YHWH

More than those who watch for the
morning —

Yea, more than those who watch for
the morning.

YHWH does not want His bride to schedule her life out
in the minutest detall literally years in advance. Rather,
YHWH wants His bride to show that she understands
that her future depends completely on Him.
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Ya'akov (James) 4:13-17

13 Come now, you who say, "Today or
tomorrow we will go to such and such
a city, spend a year there, buy and sell,
and make a profit";

14 whereas you do not know what will
happen tomorrow. For what is your
life? It is even a vapor that appears for
a little time and then vanishes away.
15 Instead you ought to say,"If YHWH
wills, we shall live and do this or that.”
16 But now you boast in your
arrogance. All such boasting is evil.

17 Therefore, to him who knows to do
good and does not do it, to him it is
sin.

While we all have to make plans, the idea that we can
plan the future down to the minutest detail literally
years in advance is nothing short of blasphemy. Who
among us could foresee where he would be today, ten
years ago?

Our lives hang by YHWH'’s will. Really about the best
and most efficient thing we as humans can do is to
make a list of our projects, tasks and/or goals, and then
ask YHWH to order it for us. This allows us to remain
productive, and yet remain flexible, so that we can stay
focused and on task, and yet follow His leading and
guiding in the moment. And most importantly, it honors
His role as the Master of our lives.

Are we willing to obey His word, and wait on Him more
than those who watch for the morning? Are we willing
to acknowledge Him as the Ruler of our lives? If so,
then learning not to plan our lives out too far in
advance is really a very good thing.
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The Passover and Unleavened Bread

The first of Israel's seven annual festivals is the
Passover, which is followed immediately by the second
of Israel's festivals, the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
Since the Feast of Unleavened Bread begins the very
next day, these two festivals are often thought of as
one long eight-day festival; and even YHWH refers to
them in this regard.

The Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread
speak of Redemption from slavery and bondage. Let
us review the story briefly here.

First came the Patriarchs, Avraham, Yitzhak (Isaac)
and Ya'akov (Jacob, later called Israel). From Israel’s
loins came Yosef (Joseph), who was sold into slavery
in Egypt. Yosef then became second in command of
all Egypt, in order to fulfill the word of YHWH that was
given to Avraham.

B’reisheet (Genesis) 15:12-14

12 Now when the sun was going down,
a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and
behold, horror and great darkness fell
upon him.

13 Then He said to Abram: "Know
certainly that your descendants will be
strangers in a land that is not theirs,
and will serve them, and they will
afflict them four hundred years.

14 And also the nation whom they
serve | will judge; afterward they shall
come out with great possessions.”
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Because it was clear that he was filled with the Spirit of
Elohim, and because he served Pharaoh so faithfully,
Yosef became second in command of all Egypt, and
Pharaoh invited Yosef to bring his family down to the
Land of Goshen, which is the Nile Delta. However, a
new Pharaoh arose, who did not know or honor Yosef.
This new Pharaoh placed the children of Israel into
slavery, and eventually attempted to exterminate them.
Israel wept bitter tears because of the harsh treatment
of the Egyptians, and because of the attempt to Kill
them. Israel's cry reached YHWH'’s ears, and He put
into action His divine plan to deliver them.

YHWH sent Moshe (Moses) to tell Pharaoh to let His
people go, but Pharaoh hardened his heart, and
refused. Therefore YHWH brought a series of plagues
against the Egyptians, in order to convince Pharaoh to
let Israel go.

In Exodus Chapter 10, nine of the ten plagues have
already come and gone. Then in verse 28, Pharaoh
tells Moshe that he will never see his face again. In the
very next verse (29), Moshe prophesies that what
Pharaoh has said will come true: Pharaoh will never
see his face again.

Shemote (Exodus) 10:27-29

27 But YHWH hardened Pharaoh's
heart, and he would not let them go.

28 Then Pharaoh said to him, "Get
away from me! Take heed to yourself
and see my face no more! For in the
day you see my face you shall die!"

29 So Moshe said, "You have spoken
well. I will never see your face again."
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Then in Exodus 11, YHWH tells Moshe that He will
bring a tenth and final plague upon Egypt; and that this
plague will be so horrific that Pharaoh will drive Israel
out of Egypt, just to be rid of them, and the plagues.

Shemote (Exodus) 11:1

1 And YHWH said to
Moshe, "I am bringing yet
one more plague on
Pharaoh and on Egypt.
After that he is going to let
you go from here. When
he lets you go, he shall
drive you out from here
altogether.”
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The word ‘drive’ is “garesh y'garesh”, (Y1) V7)),
which is a doubling of the word “to drive out.”

OT:1644  garash (gaw-rash’); a
primitive root; to drive out from a
possession; especially to expatriate or
divorce:

That YHWH said Pharaoh would ‘surely’ drive Israel
out of Egypt indicates that the Exodus would take place
very rapidly.

Then, in the next verse, many days before the actual
Exodus was to take place, YHWH told Moshe to have
the children of Israel plunder Egypt by asking the
Egyptians for objects of silver and gold. The language
seems to indicate that the children of Israel asked for
the plunder right away, since “YHWH gave the people
favor in the eyes of the Egyptians” at that time.
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Shemote (Exodus) 11:2-3

2 "Speak now in the hearing of the
people, and let every man ask from his
neighbor and every woman from her
neighbor, objects of silver and objects
of gold.”

3 And YHWH gave the people favor in
the eyes of the Egyptians. And the
man Moshe was very great in the land
of Egypt, in the eyes of Pharaoh's
servants and in the eyes of the people.

Then, after Israel took the plunder, YHWH commanded
each family in Israel to take a lamb on the tenth of the
month, in preparation for the first Passover.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:3-14

3 “Speak to all the congregation of
Israel, saying: 'On the tenth of this
month every man shall take for himself
a lamb, according to the house of his
father, a lamb for a household.

4 And if the household is too small for
the lamb, let him and his neighbor next
to his house take it according to the
number of the persons; according to
each man's need you shall make your
count for the lamb.

5 Your lamb shall be without blemish,
a male of the first year. You may take it
from the sheep or from the goats.”

This spotless and blemishless lamb, of course, was a

prophetic shadow picture of Yeshua. Verse 6 tells us
that the children of Israel were to keep these lambs
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until the fourteenth day of the same month, and then
they were to kill them “between the evenings.”

Exodus 12:6 D27 M) (6)
6 “Now you shall keep it \ '

. YN TY NYRYNT
until the fourteenth day of TT i SR
the same month. Then the | ’—"SD W_‘ID?.DV 7\?37’
whole assembly of the bDP_ 55 NN VNN
congregation of Israel ' 2 SN JTT)’

shall kill it between the
evenings.” 0?2‘-13.’0

Scholars debate the exact meaning of the phrase
‘between the evenings’ (0%29y7D y32). While some
scholars believe it means ‘at sunset,” most agree there
were two evenings in Hebraic thought: one at noon,
and the other at dusk. The time in ‘between’ those two
evenings refers to mid-afternoon, when the sun had
begun to descend (or to ‘come back to earth’), but had
not yet set.

This interpretation of ‘between the evenings’ being mid-
afternoon harmonizes with Deuteronomy 16:6, which
tells us the Passover was to be sacrificed at the time
‘when the sun comes’ (VWD N)12) [back to earth].

Deuteronomy 16:6

6 “but at the place where
YHWH your Elohim
chooses to make His
name abide, there you
shall sacrifice the
Passover in the evening,
when the sun comes

DYPRN SN DN 2 (6)
MM N IYN

DY 1Y 12¥Y PN
27Y2 NEID IR NN
TV VRWD NID |
D390 TNNY
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(back to earth), at the time
you came out of Egypt.”

The interpretation that the Passover should be offered
at twilight does not make sense, because it takes
several hours to dress out a lamb, and then cook it.

The passage continues with the instructions as to how
the first Passover was to be eaten.

7 “*‘And they shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two doorposts
and on the lintel of the houses where

they eat it.

8 Then they shall eat the flesh on that
night; roasted in fire, with unleavened
bread and with bitter herbs they shall

eat it.

9 Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all
with water, but roasted in fire — its
head with its legs and its entrails.

10 You shall let none of it remain until
morning, and what remains of it until

morning you shall burn with fire.

Next, verse 11 specifies we are to eat the Passover in
haste, with our loins girded, sandals (or shoes) on our
feet, and our staff in our hand.

eat it in haste. ltis the
Passover to YHWH.”

1M1IN2 NN DN7IN)
M2 NIN NDY

Exodus 12:11

“And so shall you eat it:
loins girded (belt on your
waist), your sandals on
your feet, and your staff in
your hand. And you shall

NN IDONF N22) (11)
D70 027NN0
D2°2)12 DHY)
02772 D7
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The word ‘naaleichem’ (D2°2¥)) can mean sandals, but
it can also mean shoes, or boots. A direct translation
would be something like, “what you go upon.”

The phrase ‘in haste’ is 131903, which means, ‘in hasty
flight. This is Strong’s OT:2649.

OT:2649 chippazown (khip-paw-zone');
from OT:2648; hasty flight:

Looking up Strong’s OT:2648, we get:

OT:2648 chaphaz (khaw-faz'); a
primitive root; properly, to start up
suddenly, i.e. (by implication) to
hasten away, to fear:

In other words, the Passover is to be eaten hastily. We
must eat as if we are ready to flee at any moment.
This is surely how our forefathers ate the Passover in
Egypt, since they had been told they would surely be
driven out after YHWH had struck all the first born.
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Shemote (Exodus) 12:12-13

12 “'For | will pass through the land of
Egypt on that night, and will strike all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
man and beast; and against all the
elohim (gods) of Egypt | will execute
judgment: | am YHWH.

13 Now the blood shall be a sign for
you on the houses where you are. And




when | see the blood, | will pass over
you; and the plague shall not be on
you to destroy you when | strike the
land of Egypt.”

The blood on the doorposts was to be a sign that the
persons within the house were faithful to YHWH, and
were keeping His commandments. Because they were
keeping YHWH’'s commandments, He would spare
them from the destruction that was to come. This was
prophetic of how Yeshua Messiah’s blood would ‘mark
the doorposts of our hearts’, so that we also might be
saved.

While Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread
are technically two separate festivals, YHWH refers to
them as if they are one in the same. For example,
verse 14 tells us that “this day” (i.e., the Passover) is a
memorial, and a feast by an everlasting ordinance.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:14

14 “'So this day shall be to you a
memorial; and you shall keep it as a
feast to YHWH throughout your
generations. You shall keep it as a
feast by an everlasting ordinance.””

However, still referring to the Passover, YHWH tells us
to eat unleavened bread for seven days, and that
whosoever eats anything leavened, or whosoever does
not remove the leaven from his house shall be cut off
from Israel.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:15

15 *“'Seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread. On the first day you
shall remove leaven from your houses.
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For whoever eats leavened bread from
the first day until the seventh day, that
person shall be cut off from Israel.””

The reason YHWH considers Passover and the Feast
of Unleavened Bread to be all one festival is that the
First Day of Unleavened begins the moment the
Passover ends. Verses 16 through 18 (below) tell us to
assemble on the first and the last days of Unleavened
Bread, and not to do any manner of work on those
days, except for cooking our food.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:16-18

16 “‘On the first day there shall be a
set-apart gathering, and on the
seventh day there shall be a set-apart
gathering. No manner of work shall be
done on them; but that which
everyone must eat — that only may be
prepared by you.

17 So you shall observe the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, for on this same
day I will have brought your armies out
of the land of Egypt. Therefore you
shall observe this day throughout your
generations as an everlasting
ordinance.

18 In the first month, on the fourteenth
day of the month at evening, you shall
eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-
first day of the month at evening.””

We are commanded to eat unleavened bread from the
evening ending the 14™ day until the evening ending
the 21%" day (the start of the 22" day). We are to have
no leaven in our houses at all during that time. Notice
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that the only way this commandment works is if we
hold the Passover on the conjunction of the 14"/15".

113 |14 |15 [16 |17 [18 |19 [20 |21 [22 |

g P 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Shemote (Exodus) 12:19-20

19 “*For seven days no leaven shall be
found in your houses, since whoever
eats what is leavened, that same
person shall be cut off from the
congregation of Israel, whether he is a
stranger or a native of the land.

20 You shall eat nothing leavened; in
all your dwellings you shall eat
unleavened bread."

Now let us skip ahead in the narrative, and we will
come back to verses 24-25 later. Verses 29-35 show
us that the children of Israel did not have time to take
an extra day to plunder Egypt, in that they were sent
out of Egypt in haste.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:33-34

33 And the Egyptians urged the
people, that they might send them out
of the land in haste. For they said, "We
shall all be dead."

34 So the people took their dough
before it was leavened, having their
kneading bowls bound up in their
clothes on their shoulders.

Verses 35 and 36 are often used to say that the
Exodus was actually a slow event (or that the Passover
took place on the conjunction of the 13"/14™ of Aviv),
because the plundering is mentioned in the narrative
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the morning after the Passover meal. However, the
plundering of Egypt is spoken of in the past tense (e.g.,
“had done”), showing that the children of Israel had
already plundered the Egyptians before the morning
they were driven out.

Exodus 12:35-36

35 And the children of
Israel had done according
to the word of Moshe, and
they had asked from the
Egyptians objects of
silver, and objects of gold,
and garments. DIX¥N 1YL OYN
36 And YHWH gave the NN YN | DIVNRYN
people favor in the eyes of ' o 0’1.3)3
the Egyptians, so that they TEET
gave them what they
asked. And they
plundered the Egyptians.

VY INIYW? 1373 (35)
PNYN | YN 927D
99225 DYI¥IN
nonYI 20T )

N NN M1 (36)

Verse 39 confirms that the Exodus was a hasty event,
in that the children of Israel had not been able to delay,
nor did they even have enough time to prepare food for
themselves.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:39

39 And they baked unleavened cakes
of the dough which they had brought
out of Egypt, for it was not leavened,
since they were driven out of Egypt,
and had not been able to delay, nor
had they prepared food for
themselves.
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Exodus 12:51 confirms that an extra day was not taken
to plunder Egypt, in that YHWH brought the children of
Israel out of the land of Egypt on the same day as the
Passover had occurred (i.e., the 15" of Aviv).

Shemote (Exodus) 12:51

51 And it came to be on that same day
that YHWH brought the children of
Israel out of the land of Egypt
according to their divisions.

Now let us double-back in the narrative and look at
verses 24 and 25, because they show us something
interesting.

Exodus 12:24-25

24 "And you shall observe
this thing as an ordinance Tb ‘707 | M AAT0

for you and your children : DY TY T)IAN

"ZOSFG\VNG;] | 2RNAD D M (25)
en you come into : SN

the land which YHWH will | V72 112 YR XIRD

give you, as He has 1927 IYND DI

N73Y7 Nt DN

NN DRIV (24)

promised, you shall
observe this service. J'IN-;(D

Verse 24 tells us that the Passover is an ordinance for
us and our children forever, and verse 25 tells us we
can expect to perform this service when we come into
the Land (YIXD DN N2 »D 70)). While this verse can
be understood in several different ways, basically it
tells us that we need to offer the Passover sacrifice
when we are in the Land of Israel.
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The next time the children of Israel kept the Passover
slaughter was not, however, after they had come into
the Land, but in the second year after the Exodus.
YHWH commanded the children of Israel to keep the
Passover in the same fashion as they did during the
Exodus, with the same rules and regulations.

Bemidbar (Numbers) 9:1-3

1 Thus YHWH spoke to Moshe in the
wilderness of Sinai, in the first month
of the second year after they had come
out of the land of Egypt, saying,

2 "Now, let the children of Israel
observe the Passover at its appointed
time.

3"0On the fourteenth day of this month,
at evening, you shall observe it at its
appointed time; you shall observe it
according to all its statutes and
according to all its ordinances."”

However, in addition to all of the previous ordinances,
YHWH gave us some additional ordinances in verses
6-14. These pertain to those who are unclean because
of a dead body, and those who are away on a long
journey (and therefore cannot celebrate Passover in its
time).

Bemidbar (Numbers) 9:6-14

6 Now there were certain men who
were defiled by a human corpse, so
that they could not keep the Passover
on that day; and they came before
Moshe and Aharon that day.

7 And those men said to him, "We
became defiled by a human corpse.
Why are we kept from presenting the
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offering of YHWH at its appointed time
among the children of Israel?"

8 And Moshe said to them, "Stand still,
that 1 may hear what YHWH will
command concerning you."

9 Then YHWH spoke to Moshe, saying,
10 "Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: 'If anyone of you or your
posterity is unclean because of a
corpse, or is far away on a journey, he
may still keep YHWH's Passover.

11 On the fourteenth day of the second
month, between the evenings, they
may keep it. They shall eat it with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

12 They shall leave none of it until
morning, nor break one of its bones.
According to all the ordinances of the
Passover they shall keep it.

13 But the man who is clean and is not
on a journey, and ceases to keep the
Passover, that same person shall be
cut off from among his people,
because he did not bring the offering
of YHWH at its appointed time; that
man shall bear his sin.

14 'And if a stranger dwells among
you, and would keep YHWH’s
Passover, he must do so according to
the rite of the Passover and according
to its ceremony; you shall have one
ordinance, both for the stranger and
the native of the land.”

Why did the second Passover have additional rules for
those who were unclean for a corpse, and for those
who were away on a distant journey? Shortly after the
Exodus, YHWH gave the children of Israel the Torah.
The Torah has numerous rules and regulations with
regards to ritual purity, such that one must be ritually
clean before one can participate in YHWH'’s festivals.

Now that the children of Israel had received the Torah,
and now that they understood the need for ritual purity
in order to partake of YHWH's feast days, certain men
realized that they were ritually unclean because they
had been contaminated by a human corpse, and
therefore they would not be able to keep the Passover
on the fourteenth day of the first month.

It may be that the reason YHWH did not give these
rules for ritual purity prior to the Exodus was that He
did not want anyone failing to apply the blood to their
doorposts out of confusion. Perhaps it was that by
withholding this information until later, YHWH not only
brought all of Israel safely out of Egypt, but He still saw
to it that the rules for ritual purity would be recorded in
the Torah (and thus they would have full status as
Torah commandments).

The next time we read of the children of Israel offering
the Passover is at Joshua 5:10, when they arrived in
the Promised Land.

Joshua 5:10

10 Now the children of
Israel camped in Gilgal,
and kept the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the
month at evening on the

INIY? %2 NN (10)
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plains of Jericho. N> Mya

The children of Israel would not have slaughtered their
lambs in their houses, as they did in Egypt. Rather,
they would have brought them to the Tabernacle to be
slaughtered. This is because Deuteronomy 12 thru 16
gives a long set of instructions modifying the way we
are to keep the festivals whenever we live in the Land
of Israel.

Deuteronomy 12:1 DYPND NN (1)
1 "These are the statutes - '

. . YN OOVIVND)
and the judgments which F T
you shall carefully observe \{72;{;1 n“’)g? ]ﬂ’?\?_:ﬂ
in the land which YHWH, MION TN 1N IYN
the Elohim of your fathers, | 5 | w9 3;[5 ;Pnjz((
has given you to possess DIN TN D7)

as long as you live on the : 7
soil.” NRIND DY DN

When Israel came into the Promised Land, they were
no longer to keep the Passover service at home. They
would still hold the Passover in the month of the Aviv,
but now they were to make a pilgrimage to wherever
YHWH chose to establish His name.

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 16:1-2

1 "Observe the month of Aviv and
celebrate the Passover to YHWH your
Elohim, for in the month of Aviv YHWH
your Elohim brought you out of Egypt
by night.

2 "You shall sacrifice the Passover to
YHWH your Elohim from the flock and
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the herd, in the place where YHWH
chooses to establish His name.”

When the children of Israel surrounded the Tabernacle,
that place was the Tabernacle. However, at present,
that place is Jerusalem, as First Kings also attests.

Melachim Aleph (1% Kings) 14:21

21 Now Rehoboam the son of Solomon
reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was
forty-one years old when he became
king, and he reigned seventeen years
in Jerusalem, the city which YHWH
had chosen from all the tribes of Israel
to put His name there.

However, the Apostle Shaul's example shows us that
until we are brought back to the Land of Israel, we do
not need to go up to Jerusalem year by year. This is
because the Apostle Shaul certainly would not have
broken the Torah, and he did not go up to the Land for
a period of fourteen years, while he was out on his
missionary voyages.

Galatim (Galatians) 2:1

2:1 Then after an interval of fourteen
years | went up again to Jerusalem
with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.

While it is certainly a wonderful blessing to be able to
go up to the Land of Israel at any time, until YHWH
brings us back to His Land, we can keep the Passover
either in our homes, or with our local fellowships.
However, when we are finally called back to the Land,
we will hold the Passover in Jerusalem, at the Temple.

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 16:5-6
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5 "You are not allowed to sacrifice the
Passover in any of your towns which
YHWH your Elohim is giving you;

6 but at the place where YHWH your
Elohim chooses to establish His name,
you shall sacrifice the Passover in the
evening when the sun comes (back to
earth), at the time that you came out of

Egypt.”

After all twelve tribes of Israel are brought back to the
Land of Israel, the Temple will be rebuilt, and the
Passover will again be offered in the Temple.

Yehezqel (Ezekiel) 45:21-23

21 "In the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month, you shall
observe the Passover, a feast of seven
days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.
22 And on that day the prince shall
prepare for himself and for all the
people of the land a bull for a sin
offering.

23 On the seven days of the feast he
shall prepare a burnt offering to
YHWH, seven bulls and seven rams
without blemish, daily for seven days,
and a kid of the goats daily for a sin
offering.”

We will explore this issue in more detail in The Post-
Millennial Return, but one reason that many people
believe that the prince in this passage cannot be
Yeshua the Messiah is that the prince of this passage
offers up a sin offering not just for the people, but also
for himself. This is inconsistent with the idea that this
prince is Yeshua the Messiah.
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While ideally we would all live in the Land of Israel and
make the pilgrimages to Jerusalem three times a year
(at the Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Sukkot/
Tabernacles), at the time of this writing we are still in
the Dispersion and the Temple lies in ruins. How then
should we offer the Passover? Should we offer it in our
homes, as was done in Egypt, because the Dispersion
is a type of Egypt? Proponents of this theory remind us
that the Passover service was given as an ordinance
forever; and they reason that when we are not in the
Land of Israel, then we should follow the service that
was given in Egypt.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:24

24 And you shall observe this thing as
an ordinance for you and your children
forever.

The majority of scholars, however, hold to a different
view. They believe that since YHWH has again chosen
Jerusalem, but since no Temple presently stands, we
cannot sacrifice a lamb until the Temple is rebuilt (and
the present author agrees with this view).

However, whether we can or cannot sacrifice a lamb at
this point, one of the requirements of the Passover is to
teach our children about our bitter slavery in Egypt, and
how YHWH miraculously delivered us out of it.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:25-27

25 “It will come to pass when you
come to the land which YHWH will give
you, just as He promised, that you
shall keep this service.
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26 And it shall be, when your children
say to you, 'What do you mean by this
service?'

27 that you shall say, 'It is the
Passover sacrifice of YHWH, who
passed over the houses of the children
of Israel in Egypt when He struck the
Egyptians and delivered our
households.” So the people bowed
their heads and worshiped.

But if one of the purposes of the Passover is to teach
our children about the first Passover, how do we do this
if we cannot offer a lamb until the Temple is rebuilt?

Rabbinic Jews teach their children about the Passover
by holding a traditional meal that they call a Passover
Seder service. Although the Seder plate no longer
contains lamb, the Seder service remains largely the
same as it was in first century times; and if we read the
account of the Last Supper with the idea that Yeshua
was leading a Seder, we see striking similarities.

For instance, in the Middle East, slaves typically stood
while their masters ate, in order to wait on them.
However, since the children of Israel were now free,
they no longer had to stand and serve their Egyptian
masters. Therefore, the rabbinical tradition became to
lean (or recline) at the Passover table as much as one
could, in celebration of the fact that one was free.

Mattai (Matthew) 26:20

20 Now when evening came, Yeshua
was reclining at the table with the
twelve disciples.

One also dips food into a bowl (or dish).
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Mattai (Matthew) 26:23

23 He answered and said, "He who
dipped his hand with Me in the dish
will betray Me.”

One blesses YHWH, breaks bread, takes four cups of
wine (each at specific times), and gives thanks.

Mattai (Matthew) 26:26-28

26 And as they were eating, Yeshua
took bread, blessed and broke it, and
gave it to the disciples and said,
"Take, eat; this is My body."

27 Then He took the cup, and gave
thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
"Drink from it, all of you,

28 For this is My blood of the New
(Renewed) Covenant, which is shed
for many for the remission of sins.”

The word ‘Psalms’ means ‘praises,” and the Passover
Seder usually concludes with the singing of one or
more psalms in praise.

Mattai (Matthew) 26:30
30 And when they had sung a hymn,
they went out to the Mount of Olives.

The Peshitta Aramaic tells us that Yeshua and his
disciples sang praises (i.e., Psalms).

Mattai (Matthew) 26:30

And they sang praises, and went forth
to the mount of Olives. (Peshitta MRD)
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However, even though Yeshua almost certainly held
the Last Supper as a Passover Seder service, the Last
Supper had to be held the evening before the Passover
(on the conjunction of the 13"/14™), because Yeshua
was to be the fulfillment of the Passover Lamb, which
was offered on the afternoon of the 14™ of Aviv (Nisan).

Qorintim Aleph (1 Corinthians) 5:7
For indeed Messiah our Passover was
sacrificed for us.

Additionally, both the Aramaic and the Greek texts
show us that the bread used during the Last Supper
was leavened.

occasionally uses the terms for leavened bread and
unleavened bread (DnNy and MsnN) interchangeably in
some places, leaving the reader to know what is what,
based on the context. For example, in Exodus 29:23,
YHWH commands Moshe to take leavened cakes
(on?) from the basket of unleavened bread (ni¥n) that
is before YHWH.

Matthew 26:26

And as they were eating,
Yeshua took bread, and
blessed, and brake; and
gave to his disciples, and 1TSS amm
said: “Take, eat; this is my 137 15198 190 BN
body.”

(Murdock Peshitta) bl

9D PEH Matthew 26:26
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Exodus 29:23 NNN Dnb 992 (23)
23 “one loaf qf brgad, one NN VQ\.’.) DE\? ﬂ?Dl
cake made with oil, and 7T gk
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one wafer from the basket _ _
of the unleavened bread ’395 AYN MNP

that is before YHWH....” 27>

The word ‘bread’ in the Peshitta is 89N>, which is the
Aramaic counterpart to the Hebrew word ‘lechenmy’
(onY, meaning a leavened loaf). Similarly, the Greek
word for bread is Strong’s NT:740, ‘artos’ (iptov),
which means a raised (or leavened) loaf.

NT:740 artos (ar'-tos); from NT:142;
bread (as raised) or a loaf.

To be fair, we should point out that this fact is not
completely conclusive in and of itself, as the Torah
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It is also sometimes suggested that the Last Supper
was a traditional Sabbath meal, since traditional Jews
often share a loaf of leavened bread called ‘challah’ at
the start of Sabbath. However, the Last Supper could
not have been held on the Sabbath, because Yeshua
was in the grave for three days and three nights.

Mattai (Matthew) 12:40

40 “For as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the great
fish, so will the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of
the earth.”

By the first day of the week, Yeshua was already risen,
having been raised either early on the first day of the
week, or on the Sabbath.

Mattai (Matthew) 28:1
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1 Now after the Sabbath, as the first
day of the week began to dawn, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary came to
see the tomb.

If Yeshua was raised on the Sabbath (or possibly early
on the first day of the week), yet He was in the grave
for three days and three nights, then that means the
Passover took place in the middle of the week (putting
a temporary end to sacrifices, until such time as
Ezekiel's Temple would be rebuilt).

Daniel 9:27

27 Then he shall confirm a covenant
with many for one week; but in the
middle of the week He shall bring an
end to sacrifice and offering.

So if the Last Supper was the day before the Passover,
then why did Yeshua hold the Last Supper as a
Passover Seder? And why did Luga (Luke) tells us it
took place on the first day of Unleavened Bread?

Luga (Luke) 22:7-8

7 Then came the Day of Unleavened
Bread, when the Passover must be
killed.

8 And He sent Kepha (Peter) and
Yochanan (John), saying, "Go and
prepare the Passover for us, that we
may eat."

In Exodus 29:23 (above), we saw that YHWH
sometimes refers to leavened and unleavened bread
interchangeably, leaving it to the reader to figure out
what He means, based on context. We also saw in
Exodus 12:15-18 (above) that YHWH refers to the
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Passover and the Feast of Unleavened as if it is all one
long festival, since the Feast of Unleavened begins as
the Passover ends. Note, then, that since YHWH
refers to Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread
interchangeably, Yeshua and His disciples probably did
the same. This is important to note, as it is the only
way to reconcile the apparent conflict between the
synoptic writers (Matthew, Mark and Luke), who tell us
the Last Supper took place on the Passover, and
Yochanan, who tells us the Last Supper took place the
evening before the Passover.

Yochanan (John) 13:1

1 Now before the Feast of the
Passover, when Yeshua knew that His
hour had come that He should depart
from this world to the Father, having
loved His own who were in the world,
He loved them to the end.

[The ‘Second Hagigah’ Hypothesis also claims to be
able to reconcile the accounting in Yochanan with the
synoptic accounts. However, it claims that the Last
Supper recorded in Yochanan 13-17 is not really the
Last Supper, but that it was the day before the Last
Supper, even though the text seems to flow seamlessly
from that meal through Yeshua's arrest in Gethsemane
in Yochanan 18. It also requires that Yeshua was
sacrificed on the First Day of Unleavened Bread, on the
afternoon of the 15™ of Aviv, which contradicts the
Torah, which tells us the Passover is on the 14™ ]

Whereas the synoptists tell us that Yeshua’s trial took
place on the Passover itself, Yochanan 19:14 tells us it
took place on the Preparation Day of the Passover.

Yochanan (John) 19:14
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14 Now it was the Preparation Day of
the Passover, and about the sixth
hour. And he said to the Jews, "Behold
your King!"

Many believers have noted an apparent contradiction
between the accounts of the synoptists and Yochanan.
The solution to this apparent conflict is to realize that
what Yochanan calls the ‘Preparation Day of the
Passover’ is really the day of the Passover slaughter
(i.e., the afternoon of the 14™), which is sometimes
thought of as a day of preparation for the Passover
meal, which is eaten on the evening beginning the 15™.
Once we understand how Yochanan is applying his
terms the apparent conflict dissolves, and we see that
Yeshua was put to death on the afternoon of the 14™,
perfectly fulfilling the Feast of the Passover. This also
makes sense when one considers that the priesthood
would have been able to be involved with Yeshua’s trial
on either the 13" or the early 14™, but would have been
busy with Temple matters on the afternoon of the 14",
and would have been unable to participate in any kind
of a trial held on the 15", since it was a high day.

While the Talmud is not inspired Scripture, the Talmud
also witnesses to the fact that Yeshua was put to death
on the afternoon of the 14™. Yeshua is here called
‘Yeshu' (a rabbinic slur on His name), and He is
accused of using sorcery as the source of His miracles.
However, if the entries here can be taken as accurate,
it also witnesses to our timeline, and disproves the
‘Second Hagigah’ hypothesis.

AND A HERALD PRECEDES HIM etc.
This implies, only immediately before
[the execution], but not previous
thereto.

111

33 [In contradiction to this] it was
taught: On the eve of the Passover
Yeshu [sic]

34 was hanged. For forty days before
the execution took place, a herald
went forth and cried, ‘He is going forth
to be stoned because he has practised
sorcery and enticed Israel to apostacy.
Any one who can say anything in his
favour, let him come forward and
plead on his behalf.” But since nothing
was brought forward in his favour he
was hanged on the eve of the
Passover!

35'Ulla retorted: Do you suppose that
he was one for whom a defence could
be made? Was he not a Mesith
[enticer], concerning whom Scripture
says, Neither shalt thou spare, neither
shalt thou conceal him?

36 With Yeshu however it was
different, for he was connected with
the government [or royalty, i.e.,
influential].

[Babylonian Talmud Tractate 43a]

Since Judaism only refers to the Messiah Yeshua as
‘Yeshu,” not only does this passage witness to our
timeline, it also indicates the physical existence of the
Messiah Yeshua, for had Yeshua never existed, the
Talmud would not speak of Him.

Another question that is frequently asked is, “In leading
the Last Supper as a Passover Seder the day before
the Passover (and ostensibly with leavened bread),
was Yeshua establishing a new form of worship (or
perhaps even a new day of worship)? This seems
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extremely unlikely, since Yeshua knew we are not to | |

add or take away from the Torah.

The word for unleavened bread in verses 7 and 8 is
‘azumois’ (&Cl’)pOLg), meaning “unleavened” (bread).
Therefore the command here is to observe the Feast of
Unleavened Bread with unleavened bread (&C6p0Lg).

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 12:32

32 "Whatever | command you, be
careful to observe it; you shall not add
to it nor take away from it.”

Conversely, 1% Corinthians 11 tells us to observe the
Master's Supper (i.e., the Last Supper) with ‘artos’
(eptov), which means ‘leavened bread.’

It may be that Yeshua was simply telling His disciples
to think of Him whenever they took bread and wine in
any of their celebratory meals. This would accord well
with Jewish tradition, in which religious Jews often

share a loaf of bread and wine at the start of the

Sabbath, as well as at other times.

For Yeshua simply to be telling His disciples to think of
Him whenever they traditionally broke bread and drank
wine would also harmonize well with First Corinthians
5:8, which tells us to keep the Feast of Unleavened
Bread with unleavened (rather than with leavened)

bread.

1% Corinthians 5:7-8

7 Clean out the old leaven
so that you may be a new
lump, just as you are in
fact unleavened. For
Messiah our Passover
also has been sacrificed.
8 Therefore let us
celebrate the feast, not
with old leaven, nor with
the leaven of malice and
wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.

BT 1 Corinthians 5:7
Ekkodopate TY TAXLOY
Chuny, Tve Ate véov pipapa,
kaBwg €ote afupoL” Kol Yop
TO Moy e NUOY €TV
XpLoToc.

BT 1 Corinthians 5:8
Wote €optalwuey pun év Coun
ool pnde év (Upun Kok log
kel Tovnplag GAL év
alvpoLg eldtkpLvelog kol
aANOelac.
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1% Corinthians 11:23-26
23 For | received from the
Master that which | also
delivered to you: that the
Master Yeshua on the
same night in which He
was betrayed took bread;
24 and when He had
given thanks, He broke it
and said, "Take, eat; this
is My body which is
broken for you; do this in
remembrance of Me."

25 In the same manner He
also took the cup after
supper, saying, "This cup
is the new covenant in My
blood. This do, as often as
you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

26 For as often as you eat
this bread and drink this
cup, you proclaim the
Master’s death till He

6T 1 Corinthians 11:23
Eyw yop Tapéraforv &mod ToD
KUPLOV, O Kol ToPESWKL
UUiy, 0TL 6 kOpLog "Inoodg
€V T} VUKTL ) Tapedideto
ELafev aptov

86T 1 Corinthians 11:24 «al
€OYOPLOTNHONG EKANOEY Kol
elmer: todTo Wol €oTLy TO
OQUe TO LTEP VU@V ToDTOo
TOLELTE €lg TNV éuny
QVOUVTOLY.

®¢T1 Corinthians 11:25
Woa\TWS Kl TO TOTNPLOV
HeTh TO SeLmvfioal Aéywy:
700T0 TO TOTNPLOV T) KOLVN
SLONKN €0TLY €V TR €U
oipatL: todto ToLELTE,
00GKLG €XV TLUMTE, €L¢ TNV
EUNY avapurnoLy.

86T 1 Corinthians 11:26
e ’ \ \ ’ \
000KLE YO €0V €0BinTe TOV
aptov TodTOV Kol TO
ToTpLOY TivnTe, TOV
Bavator tod kuplov

’ b e
KOTOYYEALETE aypL oL €AOT).
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comes.

While it is possible there is interchangeability of terms
here similar to what we saw in Exodus 29:23 (above),
in the absence of evidence to that effect, the language
seems to indicate that the Passover and the Master's
Supper are two different celebrations, because the type
of bread Shaul specifies is different. First Corinthians
5:8 tells us to keep the Passover with unleavened
bread (‘azumois’, &(VHOLS), while First Corinthians

11:23-26 tells us to keep the Master's Supper with
leavened bread (‘artos,” &ptov). Therefore, the two
events are probably distinct.

If Yeshua did not come to institute any new days of
worship, then Yeshua was probably telling His
followers to think of Him whenever they break bread
and drink wine (as observant Jews do on the evening
beginning the Sabbath to this day).

However, if the Master's Supper is something we do
whenever we gather together on the evening beginning
the Sabbath, then how should we hold the Passover?
Because Yeshua held a Passover Seder on Passover,
and because Yeshua is our Example, does that mean
we should also celebrate the Passover with a Seder?
While that is a possibility it is by no means a given,
seeing as the Passover Seder service does not exist in
Torah. Rather, all the Torah requires is that we eat the
Passover quickly, with bitter herbs, with sandals (i.e.,
shoes) on our feet, and staves in our hands.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:11
“*And so shall you eat it: loins girded
(belt on your waist), your sandals on
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your feet, and your staff in your hand.
And you shall eat it in haste. It is the
Passover to YHWH.”

The Torah also commands us to teach our children
how YHWH miraculously delivered us from slavery in

Egypt.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:26-27

26 And it shall be, when your children
say to you, 'What do you mean by this
service?'

27 that you shall say,” It is the
Passover sacrifice of YHWH, who
passed over the houses of the children
of Israel in Egypt when He struck the
Egyptians and delivered our
households." So the people bowed
their heads and worshiped.

Finally, the Torah tells us that only those who are
physically circumcised, and only those who consider
themselves to be part of the Nation of Israel, should
partake of the Passover.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:43-49

43 And YHWH said to Moshe and
Aharon, "This is the ordinance of the
Passover: No foreigner shall eat it.

44 But every man's servant who is
bought for money, when you have
circumcised him, then he may eat it.

45 A sojourner and a hired servant
shall not eat it.

46 In one house it shall be eaten; you
shall not carry any of the flesh outside
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the house, nor shall you break one of
its bones.

47 All the congregation of Israel shall
keep it.

48 And when a stranger dwells with
you and wants to keep the Passover to
YHWH, let all his males be
circumcised, and then let him come
near and keep it; and he shall be as a
native of the land. For no
uncircumcised person shall eat it.

49 One Torah shall be for the native-
born and for the stranger who dwells
among you.”

[For more information as to why the requirement of
physical circumcision was not done away with at
Yeshua’s death, please see the Nazarene Israel study.]

While some may find the traditional Passover Seder a
good way to teach these things to their children, others
may prefer to pray, eat their meal in haste, and then
spend the rest of the evening reading the story of the
Exodus, and the accounts of the Last Supper and
Yeshua's sacrifice in the Good News.
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The Wave Sheaf and the Pentecost

If one counts the Passover and Unleavened Bread as
one festival, then the second of Israel’'s festivals is the
Pentecost. The word Pentecost means ‘count fifty,” but
count fifty from what? What is the starting point to this
‘count to fifty’? The answer lies in the interplay
between Leviticus 23 and Joshua 5.

Leviticus 23:10-11
10 "Speak to the children

of Israel, and say to them: )
'When you come into the NIND DN INID 0D

land which | give to you, D2Y 1N NN YN
and reap its harvest, then : N am e
you shall bring a sheaf of | WPX‘_? e oNII
the first fruits of your 7’93’ ﬂN DﬂNJD]

JN DIPNP MYN)

)32 9N 127 (10)
DN2N NIDN) INIY?

harvest to the priest.
11 He shall wave the : ]050

sheaf before YHWH, to be .
accepted on your behalf; -\@3’0 J'\N ‘1’30] (11)
| D2)¥77 MM 297

on the day after the
Sabbath the priest shall 139 NAWN NINPN
o : Y027

wave it.

Verse 10 tells us that when the children of Israel dwell
in the Land of Israel, they are to bring a sheaf of the
first fruits of their barley harvest (called an ‘Omer’, 1Y)
to the priesthood. The priesthood then waves this
Omer (Wave Sheaf) before YHWH on the day after the
weekly Sabbath (n2¥n NnINHN).
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Next, verse 14 tells us we are not allowed to eat any of
the produce of the land until after we have brought this
Omer to YHWH.

Leviticus 23:14
14 “You shall eat neither
bread nor parched grain

YR 0N (14)
TY bmn N5 51972
nor fresh grain until the TY NN OPD DYY
same day that you have 129 DX 0ON°I7N)
brou_ght an offering to your wa npN | DD’“]?N

Elohim; it shall be a
statute forever throughout ‘733 DD’T\'\'T'J
D?’J_'_\:W:))D

your generations in all
your dwellings.

Next, verses 15 and 16 tell us to count fifty days from
the Wave Sheaf offering which was made the day after
the weekly Sabbath (nawn), and then to bring a new
grain offering to YHWH. This new grain offering is the
Pentecost (also called the Feast of Weeks).

If we will think about Leviticus 23:14 for a moment, we
should be able to see why it is so important to declare
the Aviv when the very first complete shocks of barley
(either wild or domestic) in the Land of Israel become
aviv. Israel has many different microclimates, and
barley ripens at different times in each of them. While
in the warmer regions barley is considered a spring
crop, barley does not ripen at the higher elevations until
fall. Therefore, if the Aviv and the Head of the Year
(i.e., the New Year) could not be declared until all of
the barley in the entire Land of Israel was aviv, then the
Passover (which comes after the Aviv) could also not
be held until fall. Likewise, the Wave Sheaf could not
be offered until the fall, and as a result, no one would
be able to harvest, eat or sell his crops until then. This
would result in severe hardship for the farmers, and in
ancient times might easily have resulted in starvation,
or even death.
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Leviticus 23:15-16 DYY DPI9DH (15)

15 'And you shall count for D'be J'\:l\.’)'.'l f\"\l’\)ﬁ)ﬂ

yourselves from the day

after the Sabbath, from ‘\)3)’ NN 01N

the day that you brought nnavy )’3\0 | N9NHD
: NN NN

the sheaf of the wave

ffering: Sabbath

offering: seven Sabbaths ﬂ'\F\)DD Ty (16)
ﬂ)”:l\’)'l J'\:W)'l

shall be completed.
16 Count fifty days, to the
| Oy D’\’))Dl'\ 190N
NN DNAIPM

day after the seventh
Sabbath; then you shall
MY NYTN

offer a new grain offering
to YHWH.”

These two verses show us that the Wave Sheaf and
the Pentecost always fall on the first day of the week.

1. By definition, the weekly Sabbath (nawn) is
always the seventh day of the week.

2. By definition, the day after the weekly Sabbath is
always the first day of the week.

3. Since the Wave Sheaf is offered the day after
the weekly Sabbath (n2v¥n), the Wave Sheaf is
always offered on the first day of the week.

4. Verse 16 tells us the Pentecost comes fifty days
(the day after the seventh weekly Sabbath), after
the Wave Sheaf on the first day of the week.

5. Therefore, both the Wave Sheaf and Pentecost
always fall on the first day of the week.
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On average, Passover falls on the weekly Sabbath only
once every seven years. However, when this happens,
the First Day of Unleavened Bread also falls on the first
day of the week, as it did in Joshua 5:10-12.

Pass.

Omer | 2ULB | 3ULB |4ULB | 5ULB | 6ULB | 7ULB

80m. |90m. | 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Joshua 5:10-12

10 Now the children of
Israel camped in Gilgal,
and kept the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the
month at evening on the S NYa
plains of Jericho. o
11 And they ate of the 972Y19 1IN (11)
produce of the land on the NO9D NINNIN NIND

day after the Passover, DNYA | ,qu’ MIND
unleavened bread and G T s
:ﬂ-_’gtl o»n

parched grain, on the very k3
same day. VA0 NavN (12)
12 Then the manna DbDNJ nqnnb

d th d ft . T T : TT: T *
they had caten the | 27 N1 YIND MWD
produce of the land; and 19 72:{'1\{)? ’337 Ty
the children of Israel no ‘{'\N NNIAPNN *bDN:’l
: NOTID MY WD

INIY 232 9N (10)
N IVYN 153732
WYY MY NOID
27y3 ¥Ih2 09

longer had manna, but
they ate the food of the
land of Canaan that year.

29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

Pent.

Since the children of Israel ate the produce of the land
on the day after the Passover, yet since Leviticus 23:14
(above) tells us that they could not eat the produce of
the land until after they brought the Wave Sheaf, that
means they must have offered the Wave Sheaf on the
First Day of Unleavened Bread.
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Pass. = Passover (Pesach)

Omer = The Wave Sheaf and the start of the 50 Count.
2ULB = Second Day of Unleavened Bread

Om. = Abbreviation for the day of the Omer Count.
Pent. = Pentecost (fiftieth day)

When Passover falls on the afternoon of the weekly
Sabbath, as it did in Joshua 5:10-12, the Omer falls on
the First Day of Unleavened Bread. When this
happens, the first seven days of the Omer coincide with
the seven days of Unleavened Bread.

Verse 12 tells us the manna stopped falling the day
after they ate the produce of the land, which was also
the day after the Wave Sheaf, and the Second Day of
Unleavened Bread. It may be that YHWH decided to
continue to provide manna until the Second Day of
Unleavened Bread, so that no one would feel the need
to harvest anything until after the high day was past.

However, since the Passover only falls on the Sabbath
once in every seven years (on average), Joshua 5:10-
12 is a special case. For this reason we also need to
know what to do when the Passover does not fall on
the weekly Sabbath. Take for example 2008 CE, when
Passover fell on the second day of the week.
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Pass. | 1ULB | 2ULB | 3ULB | 4ULB | 5ULB

Omer | 7ULB [30mM. |40m. |50m. | 60m. |7 0Om.

80m. |90m. | 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 1/ 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

Pent.

Pass = Passover

1ULB = First Day of Unleavened Bread

Omer = Wave Sheaf and beginning of the Omer count
Om. = Abbreviation for the day of the Omer Count.
Pent = Pentecost (always on the first day of the week)

Because Passover on the Torah Calendar did not fall
on the weekly Sabbath in 2008 CE, the First Day of
Unleavened Bread did not fall on the first day of the
week (when the Omer was to be waved). Therefore,
the first seven days of the Omer did not match the
seven Days of Unleavened Bread; yet the Wave Sheaf
was still offered on the first day of the week.

Some believers take exception to the idea that the
Wave Sheaf and Pentecost fall on the first day of the
week, perhaps because the Christian Church has long
designated the first day of the week as its primary day
of rest. Perhaps for this reason and perhaps for others,
some believers prefer to use the Rabbinical (Hillel II)
Calendar version of the Omer Count, which tells us that
the reference in Leviticus 23:15-16 (above) to the day
after the weekly Sabbath (nayn nNHN) is actually a
reference to the day after the Passover (N©90 NINHNN).
However, there are many problems with this
substitution, some of which are listed below.
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YHWH does not tell us to offer the Omer on the
day after the Passover (ND9D NINNNY), but the
day after the weekly Sabbath (na¥n nannn).

If YHWH wanted the Omer offered the day after
the Passover no matter when the Passover fell,
the instructions for offering the Omer would be
included in the instructions for the First Day of
Unleavened Bread. However, the instructions
for the Wave Sheaf are listed separately.

If we substitute the word ‘Passover’ for the
word ‘Shabbat’ uniformly throughout Leviticus
23:15-16, then we find ourselves instructed to
wait seven completed Passovers (i.e., seven
complete years) before offering the Pentecost.

Nonsensical Uniform Substitution:

15 'And you shall count for yourselves
from the day after the Passover, from
the day that you brought the sheaf of
the wave offering: seven Passovers
shall be completed.

16 Count fifty days, to the day after the
seventh Passover; then you shall offer
a new grain offering to YHWH.””

Reference verse 16 (above), it is not possible
to count fifty days until the seventh Passover.

Finally, YHWH gives a set date for every other
festival in Scripture (e.g., Passover is on the
14" day of the first month). However, YHWH
never gives a set date for the Wave Sheaf, or
Pentecost. This is because even though these
festivals always fall on the first day of the week,
year by year, the calendar dates are different.



When we reach the fiftieth day of the Omer Count (on
the first day of the week), Numbers 28:26 tells us to
bring an offering of new grain to YHWH. This “Feast of
Weeks” (Pentecost) is a rest day, and we are to do no
customary work on it.

Bemidbar (Numbers) 28:26

26 'Also on the day of the First Fruits,
when you bring a new grain offering to
YHWH at your Feast of Weeks, you
shall have a set-apart gathering. You
shall do no customary work.

Like the Passover, when we live in the Land of Israel,
we are to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost in the place
YHWH chooses to put His name.

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 16:9-12

9 "You shall count seven weeks for
yourself; begin to count the seven
weeks from the time you begin to put
the sickle to the grain.

10 Then you shall keep the Feast of
Weeks to YHWH your Elohim with the
tribute of a freewill offering from your
hand, which you shall give as YHWH
your Elohim blesses you.

11 You shall rejoice before YHWH your
Elohim, you and your son and your
daughter, your male servant and your
female servant, the Levite who is
within your gates, the stranger and the
fatherless and the widow who are
among you, at the place where YHWH
your Elohim chooses to make His
name abide.
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12 And you shall remember that you
were a slave in Egypt, and you shall be
careful to observe these statutes.”

As we saw in the last chapter, that place is Jerusalem
(e.g. First Kings 14:21, Second Chronicles 12:13). We
also saw that Shaul did not go up to Jerusalem for
fourteen years when he was out on his missionary
voyages (e.g., Galatians 2:1). This shows us we are
not required to make the pilgrimages up to Jerusalem
when we do not live in the Land. However, even if we
do not live in the Land, it is still good to go up to
Jerusalem for the festivals, as the devout also did in
the first century.

Ma’asim (Acts) 2:1-2

1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully
come, they were all with one accord in
one place.

2 And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house
where they were sitting.

However, this brings up an interesting if difficult point.
YHWH fulfills prophecy on His Calendar, not man’s. In
order to receive the gift of the Spirit when it was poured
out in Jerusalem, the faithful had to be in Jerusalem
when the Torah said to be there.

We have already seen that Leviticus 23:15-16 (above)
tells us to begin the Omer count on the first day of the
week that comes after the Passover. We have also
seen how Pentecost must also take place on the first
day of the week. However, in contrast to this, both
Josephus and Philo tell us that in the first century, the
Wave Sheaf was offered on the day after the Passover.
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Here is Josephus’ testimony:

The feast of Unleavened Bread
succeeds that of Passover and falls on
the 15th of the month and continues
seven days, wherein they feed on
unleavened bread, on every one of
which days two bulls are killed and
one ram and seven lambs. Now these
lambs are entirely burnt beside the kid
of the goats which is added to all the
rest for sins, for it is intended as a
feast for the priest on every one of
these days. But on the Second Day of
Unleavened Bread, which is the 16"

also of the whole land; so as to be an
offering both for the nation separately,
and also a common one for the whole
race of mankind; and so that the
people by it worship the living God
[sic], both for themselves and for all
the rest of mankind, because they
have received the fertile earth for their
inheritance; for in the country there is
no barren soil but even all those parts
which appear to be stony and rugged
are surrounded with soft veins of great
depth, which, by reason of their
richness, are very well suited for the
production of living things.

[Philo: De Specialibus Legibus 2:162]

day of the month, they first partake of
the fruits of the earth, for before that
day (the 16" of Aviv) they do not touch
them. And while they suppose it
proper to honor God [sic] from which
they obtain this plentiful provision in
the first place, they offer the first fruits
of their barley.

[Antiquities of the Jews, iii, 10:5]

Here is Philo’s testimony, which confirms that in the
first century, the rabbinical practice was to bring the
Wave Sheaf to the altar the day after the Passover.

There is also a festival on the day of
the paschal feast, which succeeds the
first day, and this is named the sheaf,
from what takes place on it; for the
sheaf is brought to the altar as a first
fruit both of the country which the
nation has received for its own, and
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Most believers accept that Yeshua was cut off in the
middle of the week, based partly on the Renewed
Covenant (which we shall examine below), and partly
on Daniel 9:26-27, which tells us that in the middle of
the week, the Messiah would be cut off, bringing a
(temporary) end to the sacrifices.

Daniel 9:26-27

26 "And after the sixty-two
weeks Messiah shall be
cut off, but not for Himself;
and the people of the
prince who is to come
shall destroy the city and
the sanctuary. The end of
it shall be with a flood, and
till the end of the war
desolations are
determined.

D>ya¥n INN) (26)
N2> DHYI DVYY
PYM 15 PN YD
DY ONY? YTp0)
OV INPY NN TR
QlalaF/aR (PR

: NINNY NXIN
72 23 (27)

| 7NN YIIY D27
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27 Then he shall confirm a
covenant with many for
one week; but in the

AV YYD 3N
03 5¥) NN N}
middle of the week He 73_’] D@\w? DYXIpY
shall bring an end to oY TR NYIN) N2
sacrifice _and offering. And . DNV
on the wing of
abominations shall be one
who makes desolate, even
until the consummation,
which is determined, is
poured out on the
desolate."

Matthew 12:40 tells us that Yeshua would be in the
grave for three days and three nights.

Mattai (Matthew) 12:40

40 “For as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the great
fish, so will the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of
the earth.”

We know that Yeshua was resurrected either on the
Sabbath, or at the start of the first day of the week
(when the Sabbath ends and the first day of the week
begins). Either way, He was fully risen on the first day
of the week (when the Wave Sheaf is to be offered).

Yochanan (John) 20:1

1 Now the first day of the week Mary
Magdalene went to the tomb early,
while it was still dark, and saw that the
stone had been taken away from the
tomb.
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Seventeen verses later, Yeshua tells Miriam not to
cling to Him, as He still had to ascend to His Father.
This was in fulfilment of how the Wave Sheaf must be
waved before YHWH on the first day of the week.

Yochanan (John) 20:17

17 Yeshua said to her, "Do not cling to
Me, for | have not yet ascended to My
Father; but go to My brethren and say
to them, 'l am ascending to My Father
and your Father, and to My Elohim and
your Elohim.™

All of this fits perfectly with the Torah Calendar, which
calls for the Messiah to be cut off in the middle of the
week, raised three days and three nights later (either
on the Sabbath, or at the end of Sabbath, as the first
day of the week begins), and then to ascend to His
Father on the first day of the week as the prophetic
fulfillment of the First Fruits of Barley (the Omer).

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Pass. | 1ULB | 2ULB | 3ULB

Omer |5ULB |6ULB | 7ULB |[50m |60m |70m

80m |90m |10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

Pent.

Pass. = Passover in the middle of the week

3ULB = Yeshua raised on the third day (or at end)
Omer = Yeshua ascends as the Wave Sheaf
Pent. = Pentecost (always first day of the week)
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Yeshua was raised not just ‘on the third day’, but that
He was raised on the third day of Unleavened Bread.

The record fits so perfectly with the Torah Calendar
that we could easily move on without further comment,
except for the fact that Josephus, Philo, and the
Talmud all inform us that during the first century, the
rabbis did not follow the Torah Calendar method either
for the Wave Sheaf or for the Pentecost. Rather, they
used the rabbinical method of determining the Omer
count, which has the Wave Sheaf being offered on the
day after the Passover, which would put the Pentecost
on the fifth day of the week. Here is how these events
would have fallen out on the Rabbinical Calendar:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Pass. |1 Omer | 2ULB | 3ULB

4ULB | 5ULB | 6ULB | 7ULB | 8 Om. 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 R.Pent. Sab.

True

Pass. = Passover

1 Omer = Rabbinic Wave Sheaf offered

3ULB = Yeshua raised on the third day (or at end)

4ULB = Yeshua waived before YHWH

R.Pent.= Rabbinical Pentecost

True = Pentecost on the Torah Calendar

Note how Yeshua’s resurrection and ascension equate
to nothing prophetic on the Rabbinical Calendar.
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Our purpose is not to establish exactly what may have
happened back in the first century, but rather to
establish what the Torah tells us to do today. However,
it appears reasonable that instead of pouring out the
Spirit on the Rabbinical/Pharisaical Pentecost, YHWH
likely poured it out on the true Pentecost, on the first
day of the week. This scenario makes sense when one
considers that there would have been only one day in
between the rabbinical Pentecost and the coming
Sabbath. Rather than head for home right after the
rabbinical Pentecost was over (and then have to stop
traveling a day later, to rest on Sabbath), it would have
made more sense for the pilgrims to tarry in Jerusalem
until after the Sabbath, and then go to morning services
at the Temple before heading for home, on the first day
of the week. This is likely when YHWH poured out His
Spirit, and yet this is recorded simply as the day when
Pentecost was ‘fully’ come, perhaps because the
disciples did not think of the Rabbinical Pentecost as
the true Pentecost. This scenario also makes sense
when one considers that the Sadducees were a major
sect in first century times, and that Caiaphas the High
Priest was also a Sadducee (with a large following).

Ma’asim (Acts) 5:17

17 Then the high priest rose up, and all
those who were with him (which is the
sect of the Sadducees), and they were
filled with indignation....

While Caiaphas had to uphold the Rabbinical Calendar
as High Priest, the Sadducees believed that the Wave
Sheaf and the Pentecost were only correctly observed
on the first day of the week. Therefore it may be that
many Sadducees were there in the Temple on that
particular first day morning, as it was their Pentecost.
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In addition to the many first century Sadducees, there
would also have been larger numbers of devout
Pharisees dwelling in Jerusalem, having come up from
throughout all Judea, and all of the nations of the earth.
These would likely also have been in the Temple for
the regular morning service on the first day of the week
following the Rabbinical/Pharisaical Pentecost.

Ma’asim (Acts) 2:5-6

5 And there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from
every nation under heaven.

6 And when this sound occurred, the
multitude came together, and were
confused, because everyone heard
them speak in his own language.

Again, the purpose of this study is not to exhaustively
determine in exact detail what happened in the first
century, but only to show what the Torah commands,
so that we can keep the Torah Calendar correctly in the
present day, no matter how our ancestors (whether
Jewish or Ephraimite) may have kept it.

Let us consider some of the many parallels between
the Pentecost that took place in the Wilderness of
Sinai, and the Pentecost in Acts Chapter 2. According
to tradition, fifty days after Israel crossed the Reed
(Red) Sea, YHWH gave Israel the Torah. Parallel to
that, fifty days after Yeshua's resurrection, YHWH
poured out the gift of the Set-apart Spirit.

At the Pentecost in Sinai, the Ten Commandments
were written on two tablets of stone. At the Pentecost
in Acts Chapter Two, YHWH wrote His Torah on the
tablets of our heart, by His Spirit.
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When the Ten Commandments were given at Mount
Sinai, three thousand men were slain (Exodus 32:28).
When the Spirit was poured out in Acts Chapter Two,
about three thousand men received salvation.

Ma’asim (Acts) 2:41

41 Then those who gladly received his
word were immersed; and that day
about three thousand souls were
added to them.

While the Passover symbolizes our redemption from
physical bondage in Egypt, the Pentecost symbolizes
our spiritual redemption and renewal in Yeshua.

There are many verses which tell us that Yeshua was
the First Fruits. First Corinthians 15:20 tells us that
Yeshua is the First Fruits of all those who have died.

Qorintim Aleph (1*' Corinthians) 15:20
20 But now Messiah is risen from the
dead, and has become the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep.

Yeshua was the first born of Miriam (Mary).

Mattai (Matthew) 1:24-25

24 Then Joseph, being aroused from
sleep, did as the messenger of YHWH
commanded him, and took to him his
wife,

25 and did not know her till she had
brought forth her firstborn Son. And
he called His name Yeshua.

Yeshua is also the first-born of YHWH the Father.
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Ivrim (Hebrews) 1:6

6 But when He again brings the
firstborn into the world, He says: "Let
all the messengers of Elohim worship
Him."

Yeshua was also the first one to be raised from the
dead.

Gilyana (Revelation) 1:5

5 and from Yeshua Messiah, the
faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler over the kings of
the earth.

As the first born of the dead, Yeshua is also the first
born of many brethren.

Romim (Romans) 8:29

29 For whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the
firstborn among many brethren.

Scripture also tells us that Yeshua is the first fruits of
those who will be resurrected unto eternal life.

Qorintim Aleph (1 Cor.) 15:20-23

20 But now Messiah is risen from the
dead, and has become the First Fruits
of those who have fallen asleep.

21 For since by man came death, by
Man also came the resurrection of the
dead.

22 For as in Adam all die, even so in
Messiah all shall be made alive.
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23 But each one in his own order:
Messiah the First Fruits, afterward
those who are Messiah’'s at His
coming.

Surely Yeshua was the First Fruits of all of these things
on His Father’s Torah Calendar.
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The Four Fasts of Zechariah

Most returning Ephraimites realize that the House of
Judah stayed much closer to the letter of Torah than
they did over the past three thousand years. However,
these also realize that the House of Judah instituted
numerous customs and traditions, which Yeshua said
were contrary to Elohim’s commandments.

Margaus (Mark) 7:6-9

6 He answered and said to them, "Well
did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites,
as it is written: 'This people honors Me
with their lips, but their heart is far

from Me.
7 And in vain they worship Me,
teaching as doctrines the

commandments of men.’'

8 For laying aside the commandment
of Elohim, you hold the tradition of
men — the washing of pitchers and
cups, and many other such things you
do."

9 He said to them, "All too well you
reject the commandment of Elohim,
that you may keep your tradition.”

In Nazarene Israel, we explain how the House of
Ephraim was originally exiled from the Land of Israel
because they kept the customs and traditions of their
leader, Jeroboam, instead of keeping the Torah of
Elohim. We also explain how the Ephraimites became
lost in the customs and traditions of the Church for
many centuries.
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Despite their deep respect for their Jewish brethren,
because YHWH has punished Ephraim for keeping the
traditions of men, and because Ephraim got lost in the
traditions of the Church, many Ephraimites feel a
strong aversion to all customs and traditions, no matter
their source. This distaste for custom and tradition is
further strengthened by Yeshua's teaching against
rabbinical custom and tradition (in Mark 7:6-9, above).

In previous chapters we showed how the Rabbinical
Calendar departs from the Torah, in that the Rabbinical
Calendar establishes the Head of the Year and the
New Moon Days by calculation, rather than by
observation; and that this can throw off the observance
of YHWH's festivals by as much as a month or more.
How remarkable is it, then, that YHWH tells us through
His prophet Zechariah that in the future, the House of
Judah will keep four of their traditional (man-made) fast
days as times of joy, gladness, and cheerful feasting:

Zekaryah (Zechariah) 8:18-19

18 Then the word of YHWH of hosts
came to me, saying,

19 "Thus says YHWH of hosts:

'The fast of the fourth month, the fast
of the fifth, the fast of the seventh, and
the fast of the tenth shall be joy and
gladness and cheerful feasts for the
House of Judah. Therefore love truth
and peace.”

Why would YHWH tell the House of Judah that they will
keep their four traditional fasts days as times of joy,
gladness and cheerful feasting, even though YHWH
does not command them in the Torah?
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All of these four fasts are connected to the destruction
of the Temple, and Jerusalem. Jeremiah 52:4-5 tells
us that in the ninth year of the reign of King Zedekiah,
on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar
King of Babylon laid siege to Jerusalem (circa 588 CE),
and the siege lasted for three years.

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 52:4-5

4 Now it came to pass in the ninth year
of his reign, in the tenth month, on the
tenth day of the month, that
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and
all his army came against Jerusalem
and encamped against it; and they
built a siege wall against it all around.
5 So the city was besieged until the
eleventh year of King Zedekiah.

By the ninth day of the fourth month there was no more
food. Soon thereafter the city wall was broken through,
which Jewish tradition asserts took place on the 17"
day of the fourth month (which they call ‘Tammuz’).

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 52:6-7

6 By the fourth month, on the ninth
day of the month, the famine had
become so severe in the city that there
was no food for the people of the land.
7 Then the city wall was broken
through, and all the men of war fled
and went out of the city at night by
way of the gate between the two walls,
which was by the king's garden, even
though the Chaldeans were near the
city all around. And they went by way
of the plain.
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On the tenth day of the fifth month, the Captain of the
Babylonian Guard began to burn the Temple. Then he
broke down the walls of Jerusalem all around.

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 52:12-14

12 Now in the fifth month, on the tenth
day of the month (which was the
nineteenth year of King
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon),
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard,
who served the king of Babylon, came
to Jerusalem.

13 He burned the House of YHWH and
the king's house; all the houses of
Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of
the great, he burned with fire.

14 And all the army of the Chaldeans
who were with the captain of the guard
broke down all the walls of Jerusalem
all around.

While Zechariah speaks about these fasts in the order
in which they fall on the Torah Calendar (4, 5, 7, 10),
the Jews traditionally think of them in the order in which
the events they commemorate took place (10", 4™ 5™
and then 7M. Because it will clarify things, we will
discuss them in that order also (starting with the 10™).

10. Fast of the Tenth. Because they typically call the
months by pagan names, traditional Jews call the Fast
of the Tenth Month the ‘Tenth of Tevet' (N2V2 NIVY).
This fast marks the start of the siege of Jerusalem
(reference Jeremiah 52:4, above), and it is traditionally
observed from dawn to dusk. Judaism teaches many
other traditions with regards to this fast which we will
not attempt to reiterate here.
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4. Fast of the Fourth. Traditional Judaism calls the
Fast of the Fourth Month the ‘Seventeenth of Tammuz’
(vmn2a 9wy Nyav), and it is also traditionally observed
by fasting from dawn to dusk. Traditional Judaism tells
us the reason this day is observed as a fast is because
of the numerous evils which have allegedly befallen
Israel on this day throughout history, the most notable
of which is the breaching of Jerusalem’s wall at the
time of Nebuchadnezzar’s siege. While we know this is
a real event, the exact date of the breach is not
recorded in Scripture. All Scripture specifies is that the
people ran out of food on the ninth day of the month
(reference Jeremiah 52:6-7, above), and that the wall
was broken through sometime after that.

Traditional Judaism tells us that the reason YHWH
caused the city wall to be breached on the seventeenth
of Tammuz was as a reflection of Israel's sin with the
Golden Calf. The reason the rabbis choose this date is
that the Rabbinical Calendar always places the
Pentecost on the sixth day of the third month (aka
‘Sivan Six’). On the Rabbinical Calendar, when one
adds the forty days that Moshe was on Mount Sinai
(Horeb) to the date of the Pentecost (‘Sivan Six’), one
arrives at the seventeenth day of the fourth month (aka,
‘The Seventeenth of Tammuz’).

FIVE MISFORTUNES BEFELL OUR
FATHERS ON THE SEVENTEENTH OF
TAMMUZ etc. Whence is it known that
the Tables [of the Law] were shattered
[on the seventeenth of Tammuz]? For
it has been taught:13 On the sixth of
the month J[of Sivan] the Ten
Commandments were given to Israel,
R. Jose says: On the seventh of the
month. He who says that they were
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given on the sixth takes the view that
on the sixth they were given and on
the seventh Moshe ascended the
mount. And he who says that they
were given on the seventh holds that
they were given on the seventh and on
the seventh Moshe ascended the
mount. For it is written, And the
seventh day he called unto Moshe,14
and it is further written, And Moshe
entered into the midst of the cloud,
and went up into the mount; and
Moshe was in the mount forty days
and forty nights.15 The [remaining]
twenty-four days of Sivan and the
sixteen days of Tammuz make
altogether forty. On the seventeenth of
Tammuz he came down [from the
mountain] and shattered the Tables, as
it is written, And it came to pass as
soon as he came nigh unto the camp,
that he saw the calf . . . and he cast the
tables out of his hands, and broke
them beneath the mount.16
[Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 28b]

There are some major problems with this reckoning.
Even assuming that one can simply count a straight
forty days from Moshe’ receiving the two tables of
stone until he smashed them, the Rabbinical Calendar
places the Omer on the day after the Passover (on the
First Day of Unleavened Bread, on the 15™ of Aviv),
which we showed in the last chapter is not correct.
Further, the Rabbinical Calendar relies on the length of
the months being uniform and predictable, which can
never be a given when one sights the first crescent
sliver of the New Moon, as they did in ancient times.
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Because the Omer count only correctly begins on the
15" of Aviv once in every seven years (on average),
and because the lengths of the months are almost
never uniformly predictable, it is not really possible to
say with any certainty that Moshe smashed the two
tables of stone on the seventeenth day of the fourth
month. Nevertheless, traditional Judaism also ascribes
other maladies to this day, as if suggesting that YHWH
continues to punish Israel on this day as a continuing
reminder of Israel's sin with the Golden Calf. Thus the
Talmud also asserts that the daily sacrifice was
stopped on this day (during the siege), and that a man
named Apostomos burned a Torah scroll and erected
an idol in the Temple on this day. Traditional Judaism
makes this claim based on the historical record in the
Talmud, but when we look up the references we find
that the Talmud openly admits that most of these
events are only traditionally attributed to this date.

[THE DAILY  OFFERING] WAS
DISCONTINUED. This is a tradition.
[Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 28b]

When the Talmud does assert that one of these five
evil events actually did take place on the seventeenth
of the month, the ‘evidence’ is typically that one or
more distinguished rabbis historically taught this.

A BREACH WAS MADE IN THE CITY.
Did this then happen on the
seventeenth? Is it not written, In the
fourth month, in the ninth day of the
month, the famine was sore in the city
etc.,17 and in the following verse it is
written, Then a breach was made in
the city etc.! — Raba said: This is no
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contradiction. The one refers to the
First Temple and the other to the
Second Temple. For it has been
taught: In the First Temple the breach
was made in the city on the ninth of
Tammuz, but in the Second Temple on
the seventeenth of Tammuz.

APOSTOMOS BURNED THE SCROLL
OF THE LAW. This is a tradition.

AND PLACED AN IDOL IN THE
TEMPLE. Whence do we know this?
For it is written, And from the time that
the continual burnt-offering shall be
taken away and the detestable thing
that causeth appalment set up.18 Was
there then only one detestable thing?
Is it not written, And upon the wing of
detestable things shall be that which
causeth appalment?19 — Raba
replied: There were two [idols] and one
fell upon the other and broke its hand
and upon it was found inscribed: You
desired to destroy the Temple, but |
have handed over your hand to Him.1

[Babylonian Talmud, Ta'anit 28b, 29a]

Some Ephraimites find the fact that distinguished
rabbis ascribed these events to the seventeenth of the
fourth month to be a less than completely convincing
argument. Further, the simple fact that an idol was
allegedly set up in the Temple does not prove that this
event ever took place on the seventeenth of the fourth
month. In the absence of ‘harder’ proof, the connection
seems questionable to many Ephraimites.
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5. Fast of the Fifth. Traditional Judaism calls the fifth
month of the year by the name ‘Av’, and this fast is
traditionally kept on the ninth of the month. Therefore
this fast is traditionally called ‘Tisha b’Av’ (Ax2 NywnN,
the Ninth of Av). Ironically, this day commemorates the
destruction of the Temple, which Jeremiah tells us took
place not on the ninth day of the month, but the tenth
(reference Jeremiah 52:12, above).

As with the Fast of the Fourth, traditional Judaism
ascribes many evil events to this day. Among them are
the destruction of both the first and second temples,
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 136 CE,
the declaration of the First Crusade, the expulsion of
Jews from England and Spain, the onset of World War
One, Himmler’s presentation of his ‘Final Solution’ plan
to the Nazi party, and the beginning of the Gulf War.
While we do not in any way wish to belittle the
significance or the importance of these terrible events,
even if these dates are accurate, it should be pointed
out that roughly 1/365™ of all world events can be
expected to take place on any given day, and that
given the three millennia the Jews have been a people,
one can expect a large number of evil events to take
place on any given day; and that this does not prove
that YHWH has marked the day for evil.

Traditional Judaism also prescribes many customs and
traditions to this day, which we will not attempt to
reiterate here.

7. Fast of the Seventh. Traditional Judaism calls the
Fast of the Seventh Month Tzom Gedaliah (7°57) D),
commemorating the assassination of Gedaliah son of
Ahikam, whose death many Jews feel completed the
destruction of the First Temple.
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When Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem, he
either killed or exiled the vast majority of its inhabitants.
Many of the royal family, the nobility of the land and the
priesthood were put to death at Riblah.

Melachim Bet (2" Kings) 25:20-21

20 So Nebuzaradan, captain of the
guard, took these and brought them to
the king of Babylon at Riblah.

21 Then the king of Babylon struck
them and put them to death at Riblah
in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was
carried away captive from its own
land.

Nebuchadnezzar then appointed Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam as governor over the people who remained in
the Land of Israel. Gedaliah encouraged the people to
remain loyal to Nebuchadnezzar and dwell in the land,
in exchange for military protection.

22 Then he made Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, governor
over the people who remained in the
land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon had left.

Jeremiah was invited to go to Babylon as an honored
guest of the Babylonian royal house, but Nebuzaradan,
the captain of the Babylonian guard, encouraged him to
go back to Gedaliah at Mizpah.

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 40:5-6

5 Now while Jeremiah had not yet
gone back, Nebuzaradan said, "Go
back to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,
the son of Shaphan, whom the king of
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Babylon has made governor over the
cities of Judah, and dwell with him
among the people. Or go wherever it
seems convenient for you to go." So
the captain of the guard gave him
rations and a gift and let him go.

6 Then Jeremiah went to Gedaliah the
son of Ahikam, to Mizpah, and dwelt
with him among the people who were
left in the land.

When the armies of Judah that were still in the field,
and all of the people heard that Nebuchadnezzar had
appointed their fellow Jew Gedaliah as the governor of
the land, they came to him at Mizpah.

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 40:7-12

7 And when all the captains of the
armies who were in the fields, they and
their men, heard that the king of
Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam governor in the land, and had
committed to him men, women,
children, and the poorest of the land
who had not been carried away captive

to Babylon,
8 then they came to Gedaliah at
Mizpah — Ishmael the son of

Nethaniah, Yochanan and Yehonathan
the sons of Kareah, Seraiah the son of
Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the
Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of
a Maachathite, they and their men.

Gedaliah encouraged the people to remain loyal to the
king of Babylon in exchange for security, so many who
had fled to neighboring lands began to return.
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9 And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the
son of Shaphan, took an oath before
them and their men, saying, "Do not be
afraid to serve the Chaldeans. Dwell in
the land and serve the king of
Babylon, and it shall be well with you.
10 As for me, | will indeed dwell at
Mizpah and serve the Chaldeans who
come to us. But you, gather wine and
summer fruit and oil, put them in your
vessels, and dwell in your cities that
you have taken."

11 Likewise, when all the Jews who
were in Moab, among the Ammonites,
in Edom, and who were in all the
countries, heard that the king of
Babylon had left a remnant of Judah,
and that he had set over them
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan,

12 then all the Jews returned out of all
places where they had been driven,
and came to the land of Judah, to
Gedaliah at Mizpah, and gathered wine
and summer fruit in abundance.

Under Gedaliah’s wise leadership, the young Jewish
commonwealth began to thrive. However, even though
he was proving popular with his own people, Gedaliah
had enemies. In verse 8, Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, one of King Zedekiah’s descendants, had
come to Mizpah. Ishmael was jealous of the honor that
Nebuchadnezzar had bestowed upon Gedaliah, and he
plotted to assassinate him. Ishmael had found an ally
in the King of Ammon, who was keen to see the Jewish
colony fail. One of Gedaliah’s officers, Yochanan the
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son of Kareah, became aware of Ishmael's conspiracy
and attempted to alert Gedaliah, even asking his
permission to strike Ishmael first. However, Gedaliah
was such a guileless person that he refused to believe
Ishmael would have plotted against him.

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 40:13-16

13 Moreover Yochanan the son of
Kareah and all the captains of the
forces that were in the fields came to
Gedaliah at Mizpah,

14 and said to him, "Do you certainly
know that Baalis the king of the
Ammonites has sent Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah to murder you?" But
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam did not
believe them.

15 Then Yochanan the son of Kareah
spoke secretly to Gedaliah in Mizpah,
saying, "Let me go, please, and | will
kill Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and
no one will know it. Why should he
murder you, so that all the Jews who
are gathered to you would be
scattered, and the remnant in Judah
perish?"

16 But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam
said to Yochanan the son of Kareah,
"You shall not do this thing, for you
speak falsely concerning Ishmael."

Ishmael bided his time, and before long he was invited
to feast with Gedaliah at Mizpah on New Year's day.
Ishmael arrived at the banquet with a band of ten
assassins and they murdered Gedaliah, along with as
many of his officials and dignitaries as they could.
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Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 41:1-3

1 Now it came to pass in the seventh
month that Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the
royal family and of the officers of the
king, came with ten men to Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam, at Mizpah. And
there they ate bread together in
Mizpah.

2 Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah,
and the ten men who were with him,
arose and struck Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the
sword, and killed him whom the king
of Babylon had made governor over
the land.

3 Ishmael also struck down all the
Jews who were with him, that is, with
Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans
who were found there, the men of war.

As Ishmael departed with many captives for Ammon,
the people’s hope for peace with Nebuchadnezzar also
departed. They feared that Nebuchadnezzar would
now slaughter them in reprisal, since it was a fellow
Jew (Ishmael) who had slaughtered his garrison.

Frightened and panicked, the remaining Jews scattered
and dispersed. Many fled to Egypt, from whence they
never returned. Thus the destruction of the Temple
was complete, and along with it was destroyed the
people’s hope of dwelling securely in the land.

Traditional Judaism teaches that there are four New
Year’'s Days each year, and it considers that the Civil
Year begins on the first of the seventh month. This is
when the New Year’s festival upon which Gedaliah was
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assassinated took place. However, while Gedaliah
was assassinated on the first day of the seventh
month, the Fast of Gedaliah is not observed until the
third day. Some have suggested that this two day lag-
time exists because Judaism forbids one to mourn on a
festival day, even when a loved one dies. Also, since
Rabbinical Judaism celebrates New Year's Day for two
consecutive days, the Fast of Gedaliah was likely
postponed until the third day of the month.

Now let us ask ourselves, if these four traditional days
of fasting are not even necessarily held on the same
date as the events they commemorate, then why does
YHWH tell us that some day, these four days of
mourning and tragedy will be observed as times of joy,
gladness, and cheerful feasting?

Zekaryah (Zechariah) 8:18-19

18 Then the word of YHWH of hosts
came to me, saying,

19 "Thus says YHWH of hosts:

'The fast of the fourth month, the fast
of the fifth, the fast of the seventh, and
the fast of the tenth shall be joy and
gladness and cheerful feasts for the
House of Judah. Therefore love truth
and peace.”

Some believe this passage shows us that YHWH
approves of these traditional fast days, and that in the
future, all of Israel will keep these fasts. However,
while YHWH must certainly be pleased that Judah has
so long lamented the destruction of YHWH'’s Temple,
this passage does not tell us that all of Israel will keep
these four days as fasts. Rather, it tells us that the
House of Judah will keep them as days of joy, gladness
and cheerful feasting. But why?
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Could the answer be that while the House of Judah has
faithfully lamented the destruction of YHWH’s Temple,
the Temple will be rebuilt, as it is written in Ezekiel 40-
46; and then the House of Judah will rejoice? In that
happy day their mourning and fasting will be replaced
by joy, gladness and cheerful feasting, as their blessed
and cherished Temple will finally be restored.

152



The Day of Trumpets (Yom Teruah)

We saw earlier how the Head of the Year should be
declared when the first crescent sliver of the new moon
is physically sighted from the Land of Israel, after the
barley in the Land of Israel has become Aviv.

The declaration of the Head of the Year establishes the
timing of all the Spring Festivals, including Passover,
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Wave Sheaf and
even the Pentecost. All of these festival dates can be
determined just as soon as the Head of the Year is
known. However, until the first crescent sliver of the
new moon of the seventh month has been physically
sighted the Fall Festival dates cannot be known,
because YHWH is ultimately in control of the weather.

The New Moon Day of the seventh month is called
‘Yom Teruah’ (Nnyym 0V). This is oftentimes translated
as the ‘Day of Trumpets’, although it actually translates
more like the ‘Day of Blowing,” or the ‘Day of Shouting.’
Strong’s Concordance tells us that the word ‘Teruah’
("y1m) refers to an acclamation of joy, especially of
trumpets, and also as a cry of battle, or an alarm.

OT:8643 teruw ah (ter-oo-aw'); from
OT:7321; clamor, i.e. acclamation of
joy or a battle-cry; especially clangor
of trumpets, as an alarum [sic]:

When we look up the reference to OT:7321, we find

that the idea is one of ‘splitting the ears’ with sound,
particularly with shouts of joy or alarm.
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OT:7321 ruwa (roo-ah'); a primitive
root; to mar (especially by breaking);
figuratively, to split the ears (with
sound), i.e. shout (for alarm or joy):

In this light, let us consider Numbers 10:8-9, which tells
us that whenever Israel went out to battle, the priests
would blow the silver trumpets (NI%8n), sounding an
alarm so that YHWH would remember Israel, and save
her from her enemies.

Numbers 10:8-9
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priests, shall blow the
trumpets; and these shall
be to you as an ordinance
forever throughout your
generations.

9 "When you go to war in
your land against the
enemy who oppresses
you, then you shall sound
an alarm with the
trumpets, and you will be
remembered before
YHWH your Elohim, and
you will be saved from
your enemies.
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Israel was also commanded to blow the silver trumpets
in their appointed feasts, in the beginnings of their
months, over the sacrifices of their peace offerings and
in their ‘day of gladness.” Scholars differ as to whether
this ‘day of gladness’ is a reference to the Sabbath, the
Feast of Tabernacles, or some other day.
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Numbers 10:10

10 Also in the day of your
gladness, and in your
appointed feasts, and at
the beginning of your
months, you shall blow the

trumpets over your burnt
offerings and over the 297 ]17377 037 »PM
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offerings; and they shall DD’“]?N
be a memorial for you
before your Elohim: | am
YHWH your Elohim.”

w)m:n omwm:n
DRYRM DOYTN
mmbv Sy nIY¥8Na
| D25V >N} ‘:'m

But if we are commanded to blow the silver trumpets at
the beginning of each of our months, then what makes
Yom Teruah any different from any other new moon
day? One thing that sets it apart is how Israel is not
supposed to work on that day, but is commanded to
have a set-apart day of rest.

Numbers 29:1

1 'And in the seventh
month, on the first day of
the month, you shall have

a set-apart gathering. You Nb j‘T:w nng)g
shall do no customary

work. For you it is a day of M =iy 1\’)}{3]
blowing. : 022 M
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Bemidbar (Numbers) 29:2-6

2 You shall offer a burnt offering as a
sweet aroma to YHWH: one young
bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their
first year, without blemish.

3 Their grain offering shall be fine flour
mixed with oil: three-tenths of an
ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the
ram,

4 and one-tenth for each of the seven
lambs;

5 also one kid of the goats as a sin
offering, to make atonement for you;

6 besides the burnt offering with its
grain offering for the New Moon, the
regular burnt offering with its grain
offering, and their drink offerings,
according to their ordinance, as a
sweet aroma, an offering made by fire
to YHWH.

Some liken YHWH'’s offerings to an outdoor barbecue,
and a barbecue always smells good to the human
nose. However, since YHWH is Spirit, could it be that
the reason He says these things are a ‘sweet aroma’ is
that it pleases Him whenever we willingly give up what
we want, in order to follow His word?

Leviticus 23 confirms that we are to observe Yom
Teruah as a set-apart memorial of blowing, and to bring
Him an offering made by fire.

In the next five verses, YHWH prescribes the offerings
we are to bring Him on this day.
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Leviticus 23:23-25
23 Then YHWH spoke to
Moshe, saying,
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24 "Speak to the children
of Israel, saying: 'In the
seventh month, on the first
day of the month, you
shall have a sabbath-rest,
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But what is the deeper significance of Yom Teruah?
Yom Teruah is sometimes called ‘the feast of which no
man knows the day or the hour’ because, like the Head
of the Year, we cannot know in advance the day or the
hour it will begin. Rather, we must wait until YHWH
shows us the first crescent sliver of His new moon.

As we will see in the chapters that follow, Yeshua was
probably conceived during the Festival of Hanukkah,
and was likely born on the first day of the fall Feast of
Tabernacles. We have already seen that He was put
to death in fulfilment of the Passover, and that He also
fulfilled the Days of Unleavened Bread, the Omer, and
the Pentecost. In like fashion, many scholars believe
Yeshua will return in fulfilment of the Day of Trumpets,
because just as no man knows the day or the hour of
the Day of Trumpets before the first crescent sliver of
the new moon is physically seen, Yeshua tells us that
no man knows the day or the hour in which He will
physically return, either.
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Mattai (Matthew) 24:29-32

29 "Immediately after the tribulation of
those days the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light; the
stars will fall from heaven, and the
powers of the heavens will be shaken.
30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in heaven, and then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they
will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power and great
glory.

31 And He will send His angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they will
gather together His elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.

32 "Now learn this parable from the fig
tree: When its branch has already
become tender and puts forth leaves,
you know that summer is near.

In the Parable of the Fig Tree, Yeshua seems to tell us
that we can know the general season of His return in
advance, yet we cannot know the exact time. This is in
the same way as we can know when the Fall Festival
Season approaches, but still we must wait for YHWH to
show us the first crescent sliver of the new moon.

Mattai (Matthew) 24:36-44

36 "But of that day and hour no one
knows, not even the angels of heaven,
but My Father only.

37 But as the days of Noah were, so
also will the coming of the Son of Man
be.
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We are to know the general time when the Son of Man
will appear, yet we cannot know the exact hour of His
appearance until He actually arrives.

38 For as in the days before the flood,
they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered the ark,

39 and did not know until the flood
came and took them all away, so also
will the coming of the Son of Man be.
40 Then two men will be in the field:
one will be taken and the other left.

41 Two women will be grinding at the
mill: one will be taken and the other
left.

42 Watch therefore, for you do not
know what hour your Adon is coming.
43 But know this, that if the master of
the house had known what hour the
thief would come, he would have
watched and not allowed his house to
be broken into.

44 Therefore you also be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect.

are to be alert, wait, and watch.
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Mattai (Matthew) 25:1-13

1 "Then the kingdom of heaven shall
be likened to ten virgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom.

2 Now five of them were wise, and five
were foolish.

3 Those who were foolish took their
lamps and took no oil with them,

Therefore, we

4 but the wise took oil in their vessels
with their lamps.

5 But while the bridegroom was
delayed, they all slumbered and slept.
6 "And at midnight a cry was heard:
'‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go
out to meet him!'

7 Then all those virgins arose and
trimmed their lamps.

8 And the foolish said to the wise,
'‘Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.'

9 But the wise answered, saying, 'No,
lest there should not be enough for us
and you; but go rather to those who
sell, and buy for yourselves.'

10 And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went in with him to the wedding;
and the door was shut.

11 "Afterward the other virgins came
also, saying, 'Master! Master! Open to
us!’

12 But he answered and said,
‘Assuredly, | say to you, | do not know
you.'

13 "Watch therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour in which
the Son of Man is coming.

Judaism teaches that the ten days beginning with Yom
Teruah and ending with Yom Kippur (the Day of
Atonement) are called the ‘Ten Days of Awe.” The last
service on Yom Kippur is called ‘Neilah’, which means,
literally, ‘locked’, the concept being that YHWH locks
the doors of heaven against us at that time, if we have
not already repented and entered into His kingdom.
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Qorintim Aleph (1 Cor.) 15:50-52

50 Now this | say, brethren, that flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of Elohim; nor does corruption inherit
incorruption.

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed —

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, and the dead will
be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed.

Many scholars believe that this passage in First
Corinthians implies that Yeshua will return on Yom
Teruah, since we will be changed at His coming, which
will occur at the last trumpet.

Trumpets are also mentioned many other places in
Scripture, and trumpets are usually associated with
judgment and the final redemption. This is consistent
with the theme of the Fall Feasts in general.

While there are many rabbinical traditions associated
with Yom Teruah, many of them contradict Scripture. It
is not our purpose to detail those rabbinical traditions
here, but one of these rabbinical customs has become
recorded in Scripture, and therefore we need to discuss
it.

Another term for the Head of Months is the Head of the
Year, and in Hebrew, the term for the Head of the Year
is ‘Rosh Hashanah.” As we saw earlier, YHWH tells us
that Rosh Hashanah begins on the first day of the first
month.
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Shemote (Exodus) 12:2

2 "This month is the head of months
for you; it is the first month of the year
to you.”

The rabbis, however, have developed a ruling that
Rosh Hashanah should be celebrated not on the first
day of the first month, but on the first two days of the
seventh month. The development of this tradition is
complex, and it is not our purpose to detail it here, but it
seems this rabbinical custom may have already been in
place by the end of the Babylonian Exile, as evidenced
by the fact that Ezra held a set-apart assembly on the
first two days of the seventh month.

Nehemiah 8:2-3 shows us how Ezra assembled the
people on the first day of the seventh month.

Nehemiah 8:2-3

2 So Ezra the priest brought the Torah
before the assembly of men and
women and all who could hear with
understanding on the first day of the
seventh month.

3 Then he read from it in the open
square that was in front of the Water
Gate from morning until midday,
before the men and women and those
who could understand; and the ears of
all the people were attentive to the
Book of the Torah.

Then Nehemiah 8:13 shows us how Ezra led a second

day of set-apart assembly on the second day of the
seventh month.
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Nehemiah 8:13

13 Now on the second day the heads
of the fathers' houses of all the people,
with the priests and Levites, were
gathered to Ezra the scribe, in order to
understand the words of the Torah.

The rabbis today celebrate Rosh Hashanah on the first
two days of the seventh month, identical with how Ezra
the priest did so.

There are many other rabbinical customs surrounding
Yom Teruah which we will not attempt to explore here.
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The Day of Atonements (Yom Kippur)

The tenth day of the seventh month is called by several
names, but it is usually called Yom Kippur, or the Day
of Atonement. However, the Torah actually calls it
Yom HaKippurim (013930 0Y), or ‘The Day of the
Atonements (plural).’

The Day of the Atonements is the most set-apart day of
our year. YHWH tells us not to do any work at all on
this day, for YHWH promises to cut off anyone who
does not make this a day of complete rest.

Leviticus 23:26-32

26 And YHWH spoke to
Moshe, saying:

27 "Also the tenth day of
this seventh month shall
be the Day of the
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from his people.
30 And any person who
does any work on that
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Yom HaKippurim is called ‘the Fast’ at Acts 27:9,
because it is traditionally observed by abstaining from
both food and water for twenty-four hours.

Ma’asim (Acts) 27:9-10

9 Now when much time had been
spent, and sailing was now dangerous
because the Fast was already over,
Shaul advised them,

10 saying, "Men, | perceive that this
voyage will end with disaster and
much loss, not only of the cargo and
ship, but also our lives."

165

However, while fasting is a good way to afflict one’s
soul, the commandment is not necessarily to fast, but
rather to afflict one’s soul from the evening ending the
ninth of the month, to the evening ending the tenth.

Vayigra (Leviticus) 23:32

32 It shall be to you a sabbath of
solemn rest, and you shall afflict your
souls; on the ninth day of the month at
evening, from evening to evening, you
shall celebrate your sabbath.”

While fasting can lead to desirable spiritual benefits, let
us recognize that it is not always medically appropriate
for diabetics, intensive care patients and/or nursing
mothers to fast. If one’s medical condition precludes
fasting, then other forms of self-affliction, such as
wearing sack cloth next to the skin, still fulfill YHWH’s
commandment to afflict our souls.

Numbers 29:7-11 gives a second witness that we are
to abstain from all forms of work on this day. It also
gives us a list of the sacrifices YHWH expects the
priesthood to offer on Yom HaKippurim, whenever a
Temple or Tabernacle stands.

Bemidbar (Numbers) 29:7-11

7 “On the tenth day of this seventh
month you shall have a set-apart
convocation. You shall afflict your
souls; you shall not do any work.

8 You shall present a burnt offering to
YHWH as a sweet aroma: one young
bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their
first year. Be sure they are without
blemish.
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Hebrews 9:7 tells us these sacrifices were to atone for

9 Their grain offering shall be of fine
flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an
ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the
one ram,

10 and one-tenth for each of the seven
lambs;

11 also one kid of the goats as a sin
offering, besides the sin offering for
atonement, the regular burnt offering
with its grain offering, and their drink
offerings.”

sins the people committed in ignorance.

However, the High Priest also sent a scapegoat forth

Ivrim (Hebrews) 9:7

7 But into the second part the high
priest went alone once a year, not
without blood, which he offered for
himself and for the people's sins
committed in ignorance....

into the wilderness.
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Vayiqra (Leviticus) 16:1-34

1 Now YHWH spoke to Moshe after the
death of the two sons of Aharon, when
they offered profane fire before YHWH,
and died;

2 And YHWH said to Moshe: "Tell
Aharon your brother not to come at
just any time into the Set-apart Place
inside the veil, before the mercy seat
which is on the ark, lest he die; for |
will appear in the cloud above the
mercy seat.
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3 "Thus Aharon shall come into the
Set-apart Place: with the blood of a
young bull as a sin offering, and of a
ram as a burnt offering.

4 He shall put the Set-apart linen tunic
and the linen trousers on his body; he
shall be girded with a linen sash, and
with the linen turban he shall be
attired. These are Set-apart garments.
Therefore he shall wash his body in
water, and put them on.

5 And he shall take from the
congregation of the children of Israel
two kids of the goats as a sin offering,
and one ram as a burnt offering.

6 "Aharon shall offer the bull as a sin
offering, which is for himself, and
make atonement for himself and for
his house.

7 He shall take the two goats and
present them before YHWH at the door
of the Tabernacle of Meeting.

8 Then Aharon shall cast lots for the
two goats: one lot for YHWH and the
other lot for the scapegoat.

9 And Aharon shall bring the goat on
which YHWH's lot fell, and offer it as a
sin offering.

10 But the goat on which the lot fell to
be the scapegoat shall be presented
alive before YHWH, to make atonement
upon it, and to let it go as the
scapegoat into the wilderness.

11 "And Aharon shall bring the bull of
the sin offering, which is for himself,
and make atonement for himself and
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for his house, and shall kill the bull as
the sin offering which is for himself.

12 Then he shall take a censer full of
burning coals of fire from the altar
before YHWH, with his hands full of
sweet incense beaten fine, and bring it
inside the veil.

13 And he shall put the incense on the
fire before YHWH, that the cloud of
incense may cover the mercy seat that
is on the Testimony, lest he die.

14 He shall take some of the blood of
the bull and sprinkle it with his finger
on the mercy seat on the east side;
and before the mercy seat he shall
sprinkle some of the blood with his
finger seven times.

15 "Then he shall kill the goat of the
sin offering, which is for the people,
bring its blood inside the veil, do with
that blood as he did with the blood of
the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy
seat and before the mercy seat.

16 So he shall make atonement for the
Set-apart Place, because of the
uncleanness of the children of Israel,
and because of their transgressions,
for all their sins; and so he shall do for
the tabernacle of meeting which
remains among them in the midst of
their uncleanness.

17 There shall be no man in the
tabernacle of meeting when he goes in
to make atonement in the Set-apart
Place, until he comes out, that he may
make atonement for himself, for his
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household, and for all the assembly of
Israel.

18 And he shall go out to the altar that
is before YHWH, and make atonement
for it, and shall take some of the blood
of the bull and some of the blood of
the goat, and put it on the horns of the
altar all around.

19 Then he shall sprinkle some of the
blood on it with his finger seven times,
cleanse it, and consecrate it from the
uncleanness of the children of Israel.
20 "And when he has made an end of
atoning for the Set-apart Place, the
Tabernacle of meeting, and the altar,
he shall bring the live goat.

21 Aharon shall lay both his hands on
the head of the live goat, confess over
it all the iniquities of the children of
Israel, and all their transgressions,
concerning all their sins, putting them
on the head of the goat, and shall send
it away into the wilderness by the hand
of a suitable man.

22 The goat shall bear on itself all their
iniquities to an uninhabited land; and
he shall release the goat in the
wilderness.

23 "Then Aharon shall come into the
tabernacle of meeting, shall take off
the linen garments which he put on
when he went into the Set-apart Place,
and shall leave them there.

24 And he shall wash his body with
water in a Set-apart place, put on his
garments, come out and offer his
burnt offering and the burnt offering of
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the people, and make atonement for
himself and for the people.

25 The fat of the sin offering he shall
burn on the altar.

26 And he who released the goat as
the scapegoat shall wash his clothes
and bathe his body in water, and
afterward he may come into the camp.
27 The bull for the sin offering and the
goat for the sin offering, whose blood
was brought in to make atonement in
the Set-apart Place, shall be carried
outside the camp. And they shall burn
in the fire their skins, their flesh, and
their offal.

28 Then he who burns them shall wash
his clothes and bathe his body in
water, and afterward he may come into
the camp.

29 "This shall be a statute forever for
you: In the seventh month, on the
tenth day of the month, you shall
afflict your souls, and do no work at
all, whether a native of your own
country or a stranger who dwells
among you.

30 For on that day the priest shall
make atonement for you, to cleanse
you, that you may be clean from all
your sins before YHWH.

31 It is a sabbath of solemn rest for
you, and you shall afflict your souls. It
is a statute forever.

32 And the priest, who is anointed and
consecrated to minister as priest in his
father's place, shall make atonement,

and put on the linen clothes, the Set-
apart garments;

33 then he shall make atonement for
the Set-apart Sanctuary, and he shall
make atonement for the tabernacle of
meeting and for the altar, and he shall
make atonement for the priests and for
all the people of the assembly.

34 This shall be an everlasting statute
for you, to make atonement for the
children of Israel, for all their sins,
once a year." And he did as YHWH
commanded Moshe.

While extremely controversial, since the scapegoat was
sent forth to bear “all” the sins of the people, some
scholars believe the scapegoat even served to atone
for sins that had been committed intentionally, provided
the sinner had later repented of his sin (as in the case
of King David’s infamous sin with Bathsheba). The
Talmud tells us that the people knew when their sins
had been forgiven, for the High Priest tied one piece of
scarlet wool on the horns of the scapegoat, and then
YHWH would supernaturally cause this piece of scarlet
wool to turn white when He had forgiven their sins.

Isaiah 1:18

18 "Come now, and let us
reason together," says
YHWH. "Though your
sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow;
Though they are red like
crimson, they shall be as
wool.
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According to the Talmud, a second piece of wool was
tied first to the door of the Temple, and then later to a
rock, so that those in the Temple would also be able to
see when YHWH had forgiven his people.

R. Nahman b. Isaac said it was the
tongue of scarlet, as it has been
taught: Originally they used to fasten
the thread of scarlet on the door of the
[Temple] court on the outside. 28 If it
turned white the people used to
rejoice, 29 and if it did not turn white
they were sad. They therefore made a
rule that it should be fastened to the
door of the court on the inside. People,
however, still peeped in and saw, and
if it turned white they rejoiced and if it
did not turn white they were sad. They
therefore made a rule that half of it
should be fastened to the rock and
half between the horns of the goat that
was sent [to the wilderness].
[Babylonian Talmud, Rosh Hashanah
31b, Soncino Press]

The Talmud also tells us that forty years before the
destruction of the Temple, the scarlet thread stopped
turning white. It now remained red, indicating that
YHWH was no longer forgiving His people their sins.

For forty years before the destruction
of the Temple the thread of scarlet
never turned white but it remained red.
[Babylonian Talmud, Rosh Hashanah
31b, Soncino Press]
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Tractate Yoma 39b gives us a second witness that for
the last forty years before the destruction of the
Temple, the “crimson-coloured strap” no longer turned
white.

Our Rabbis taught: During the last
forty years before the destruction of
the Temple the lot [For the Lord] [sic]
did not come up in the right hand; nor
did the crimson-coloured strap
become  white; nor did the
westernmost light shine; and the
doors of the Hekal would open by
themselves, until R. Johanan b. Zakkai
rebuked them, saying: Hekal, Hekal,
why wilt thou be the alarmer thyself?5
[Babylonian Talmud Tractate Yoma
39b, Soncino Press]

If the Temple was destroyed in 70 CE, forty years prior
to that date puts the cessation of this miracle circa 30
CE, which is when many scholars believe Yeshua died
for our sins, and was raised again the third day.

The Talmud contains many different sorts of entries,
some of which seem factual, and many of which seem
controversial. However, if this particular miracle as
recorded in Talmud is to be believed, it seems it could
only have been a sign from YHWH, showing His people
that Yeshua really was their Messiah, and that the
blood of mere bulls and goats would no longer be
enough to cause Him to forgive His people’s sins.
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The Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot)

In the chapter on Hanukkah we discuss why Yeshua
was probably born on the first day of the Fall Feast of
Tabernacles, otherwise known as the Feast of Booths,
or Sukkot. But why does YHWH command us to hold
the Feast of Sukkot? What is the significance? What
are we to learn from it?

In Hebraic thought, a sukka is different than a tent. In
ancient times, tents were typically larger structures that
families could live in, which were oftentimes moved on
carts with donkeys, or with camels. In contrast, the
Hebrew word for a tent is an ‘oh-hel’ (5ni), while the
word for a tabernacle or a booth is ‘sukka’ ("29). The
plural of sukka is sukkot (N2D).

But what do sukkot represent? We find sukkot in
Scripture whenever YHWH'’s people have just escaped
from some grave and intense danger. For example,
after Esau came out with four hundred men to Kill
Jacob, and YHWH delivered Jacob from the crisis,
Jacob then journeyed to a place called Sukkot, where
he then built sukkot for his livestock.

B'reisheet (Genesis) 33:17 | NNDD YOI 2Py (17)

17 And Jacob journeyed 11919 [ 159 39 YA

to Succoth, built himself a 1ﬂQQ)_3?1 | ﬂ?:TI 12 E‘l?l
NP 12 Y 19D 1YY

house, and made booths _ : _
for his livestock. Therefore moo OpnRn oy

the name of the place is
called Sukkot.
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Sukkot are also a place of freedom. For example,
when Pharaoh finally let the children of Israel go after
the plague on the firstborn and they were driven out of
Egypt, they went to a place called Sukkot.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:36-38

36 And YHWH had given the people
favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so
that they granted them what they
requested. Thus they plundered the
Egyptians.

37 Then the children of Israel
journeyed from Rameses to Sukkot,
about six hundred thousand men on
foot, besides children.

38 A mixed multitude went up with
them also, and flocks and herds — a
great deal of livestock.

According to Jewish tradition, a sukka is a rather flimsy
structure. This is meant to symbolize how, when the
children of Israel had just left Egypt, they were basically
unarmed, unprotected, and vulnerable to the elements.
Even though the flimsy structures they built gave hardly
any protection from the elements, it acknowledges that
safety and security do not ultimately come from thick
walls, fortifications, armies, gold, silver, or securities.
Safety does not come from alliances, but only from the
hand of YHWH. When YHWH is with us, even a weak
shelter can give us sufficient protection from heat, cold,
and enemies. However, if YHWH is against us, no
shelter can protect us, no matter how sturdily it is built,
or how well it is defended. This may be one reason
why YHWH has us dwell in sukkot every year, so we
remember that our lives depend on Him, and His will.
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In rabbinic thought, Israel enters mortal danger each
year during the Fall Festival Season. In rabbinical
thought, Yom Teruah symbolizes divine judgment, and
Yom Kippur is also a time of judgment. After these
times of danger, Israel then dwells in sukkot, which are
places of safety and freedom. In rabbinic thought, this
is also why YHWH tells us that the Feast of Sukkot is to
be a time of rejoicing at the many blessings that YHWH
has given us.

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 16:13-17
13 "You shall observe the Feast of
Tabernacles seven days, when you

16 "Three times a year all your males
shall appear before YHWH your Elohim
in the place which He chooses: at the
Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the
Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of
Tabernacles; and they shall not appear
before YHWH empty-handed.

17 Every man shall give as he is able,
according to the blessing of YHWH
your Elohim which He has given you.

Great Commission. Heart condition.

have gathered from your threshing
floor and from your winepress.

First tithe

The Feast of Sukkot is often thought of as being eight
days long. However, in actuality it is seven days long,
and is then followed immediately by a one-day festival
called Shemini Atzeret, which means essentially, ‘The

14 And you shall rejoice in your feast,
you and your son and your daughter,
your male servant and your female
servant and the Levite, the stranger
and the fatherless and the widow, who
are within your gates.

Third tithe

15 Seven days you shall keep a sacred
feast to YHWH your Elohim in the
place which YHWH chooses, because
YHWH your Elohim will bless you in all
your produce and in all the work of
your hands, so that you surely rejoice.

Second tithe
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Eighth Day Assembly’, or ‘The Last Great Day.’
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Vayiqra (Leviticus) 23:33-44

33 Then YHWH spoke to Moshe,
saying,

34 "Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: 'The fifteenth day of this
seventh month shall be the Feast of
Tabernacles for seven days to YHWH.
35 On the first day there shall be a set-
apart gathering. You shall do no
customary work on it.

36 For seven days you shall offer an
offering made by fire to YHWH. On the
eighth day you shall have a set-apart
gathering, and you shall offer an
offering made by fire to YHWH. It is a
set-apart assembly, and you shall do
no customary work on it.



37 'These are the feasts of YHWH
which you shall proclaim to be set-
apart gatherings, to offer an offering
made by fire to YHWH, a burnt offering
and a grain offering, a sacrifice and
drink offerings, everything on its day,
38 besides the Sabbaths of YHWH,
besides your gifts, besides all your
vows, and besides all your freewill
offerings which you give to YHWH.

Then in the next five verses, YHWH again tells us how
He wants His festival celebrated, using different terms.

39 'Also on the fifteenth day of the
seventh month, when you have
gathered in the fruit of the land, you
shall keep the feast of YHWH for seven
days; on the first day there shall be a
sabbath-rest, and on the eighth day a

sabbath-rest.

In verse 40, YHWH tells us to take four species of
plants on the first day of the festival.

40 And you shall take for
yourselves on the first day
the fruit of beautiful trees,
branches of palm trees,
the boughs of leafy trees,
and willows of the brook;
and you shall rejoice
before YHWH your Elohim
for seven days.

D27 DNNRP (40)
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Rabbinic interpretation tells us that the fruit of beautiful
trees, the branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy
trees and the willows of the brook are the etrog (citron,
similar to a lemon), the lulav (palm branch), the myrtle
and the aravot (willow), respectively. However, we
should note that the Torah does not specify four exact

species.

When the children of Israel returned from the Exile to
Babylon, they even built their sukkot out of the four
species. However, this is not commanded in Torah.
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41 You shall keep it as a feast to
YHWH for seven days in the year. It
shall be a statute forever in your
generations. You shall celebrate it in
the seventh month.

42 You shall dwell in booths for seven
days. All who are native Israelites shall
dwell in booths,

43 that your generations may know
that | made the children of Israel dwell
in booths when | brought them out of
the land of Egypt: | am YHWH your
Elohim.™

44 So Moshe declared to the children
of Israel the feasts of YHWH.

Nehemiah 8:13-18

13 Now on the second day the heads
of the fathers' houses of all the people,
with the priests and Levites, were
gathered to Ezra the scribe, in order to
understand the words of the Torah.

14 And they found written in the Torah,
which  YHWH had commanded by
Moshe, that the children of Israel



Verse 18 tells us that Ezra read the entire Book of the
Torah to the people during the Feast of Sukkot, in

should dwell in sukkot during the feast
of the seventh month,

15 and that they should announce and
proclaim in all their cities and in
Jerusalem, saying, "Go out to the
mountain, and bring olive branches,
branches of oil trees, myrtle branches,
palm branches, and branches of leafy
trees, to make booths , as it is written."
16 Then the people went out and
brought them and made themselves
booths, each one on the roof of his
house, or in their courtyards or the
courts of the house of Elohim, and in
the open square of the Water Gate and
in the open square of the Gate of
Ephraim.

17 So the whole assembly of those
who had returned from the captivity
made booths and sat under the
booths; for since the days of Joshua
the son of Nun until that day the
children of Israel had not done so. And
there was very great gladness.

18 Also day by day, from the first day
until the last day, he read from the
Book of the Torah of Elohim. And they
kept the feast seven days; and on the
eighth day there was a sacred
assembly, according to the prescribed
manner.

keeping with the command in Deuteronomy 31.
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Devarim (Deuteronomy) 31:10-13

10 And Moshe commanded them,
saying: "At the end of every seven
years, at the appointed time in the year
of release, at the Feast of Tabernacles,
11 when all Israel comes to appear
before YHWH your Elohim in the place
which He chooses, you shall read this
law before all Israel in their hearing.

12 Gather the people together, men
and women and little ones, and the
stranger who is within your gates, that
they may hear and that they may learn
to fear YHWH your Elohim and
carefully observe all the words of this
Torah,

13 and that their children, who have
not known it, may hear and learn to
fear YHWH your Elohim as long as you
live in the land which you cross the
Jordan to possess.”

That Ezra read from the Torah during the feast may
indicate that it was a sabbatical year, or it may indicate
that since the children of Israel had not read from the
Torah for many years (and in fact may no longer have
known when the sabbatical year was), they fulfilled the
commandment of the sabbatical year, to be safe.

During the feast there is a traditional water drawing
ceremony called Nisuch HaMayim (DN 719)), or the
‘pouring of the water.” Yeshua tells us that this festival
was symbolic of Him.

Yochanan (John) 7:37-41

37 On the last day, that great day of
the feast, Yeshua stood and cried out,
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saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come 19 This shall be the punishment of

to Me and drink. Egypt and the punishment of all the
38 He who believes in Me, as the nations that do not come up to keep
Scripture has said, out of his heart will the Feast of Tabernacles.

flow rivers of living water."

39 But this He spoke concerning the Ezekiel 45 further tells us that in the future, the Prince
Spirit, whom those believing in Him of Israel will offer burnt offerings during the feast.
would receive; for the Set-apart Spirit

was not yet given, because Yeshua Yehezqel (Ezekiel) 45:25

was not yet glorified. 25 "In the seventh month, on the
40 Therefore many from the crowd, fifteenth day of the month, at the feast,
when they heard this saying, said, he [the prince] shall do likewise for
"Truly this is the Prophet.” seven days, according to the sin
41 Others said, "This is the Messiah.” offering, the burnt offering, the grain

offering, and the oil."
Zechariah 14 tells us that in the future, the nations of

the world must come up to Jerusalem for the Feast of The Book of Acts gives us an example of how YHWH
Tabernacles, or else they will have no rain. protects His people with tabernacles.
Zechariah 14:16-21 Ma’aseh (Acts) 15:12-17
16 And it shall come to pass that 12 Then all the multitude kept silent
everyone who is left of all the nations and listened to Barnabas and Shaul
which came against Jerusalem shall declaring how many miracles and
go up from year to year to worship the wonders Elohim had worked through
King, YHWH of hosts, and to keep the them among the Gentiles.
Feast of Tabernacles. 13 And after they had become silent,
17 And it shall be that whichever of the Ya’akov answered, saying, "Men and
families of the earth do not come up to brethren, listen to me:
Jerusalem to worship the King, YHWH 14 Shimon has declared how Elohim at
of hosts, on them there will be no rain. the first visited the Gentiles to take out
18 If the family of Egypt will not come of them a people for His name.
up and enter in, they shall have no 15 And with this the words of the
rain; they shall receive the plague with prophets agree, just as it is written:
which YHWH strikes the nations who 16 ‘After this | will return, and will
do not come up to keep the Feast of rebuild the tabernacle of David, which
Tabernacles. has fallen down. | will rebuild its ruins,

and | will set it up;
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17 So that the rest of mankind may
seek YHWH, even all the Gentiles who
are called by My name, says YHWH
who does all these things.'

Ya'akov (James) is quoting Amos 9:11, showing that
YHWH'’s sukka is a protection for us. This same theme
of YHWH protecting us in His sukka is echoed in Isaiah
Chapter Four.

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 4

1 And in that day seven women shall
take hold of one man, saying, "We will
eat our own food and wear our own
apparel, only let us be called by your
name, to take away our reproach."”

2 In that day the Branch of YHWH shall
be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit
of the earth shall be excellent and
appealing for those of Israel who have
escaped.

3 And it shall come to pass that he
who is left in Zion and remains in
Jerusalem will be called set-apart —
everyone who is recorded among the
living in Jerusalem.

4 When YHWH has washed away the
filth of the daughters of Zion, and
purged the blood of Jerusalem from
her midst, by the spirit of judgment
and by the spirit of burning,

5 then YHWH will create above every
dwelling place of Mount Zion, and
above her assemblies, a cloud and
smoke by day and the shining of a
flaming fire by night. For over all the
glory there will be a covering.
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6 And there will be a tabernacle for
shade in the daytime from the heat, for
a place of refuge, and for a shelter
from storm and rain.

According to Talmud Tractate Succah, the priesthood
lit four enormous golden candlesticks in the Court of
Women within the Temple, during the Water Libation
Ceremony (D910 T1D)). The wicks were made from old
priestly garments, and according to the Talmud, the
light was so bright that there was not a courtyard in all
of Jerusalem that was not illuminated by its light during
the festival. If this record is true, then could it be that
Yeshua said this festival rightly referred to Him?

Yochanan (John) 8:12

12 Then Yeshua spoke to them again,
saying, "I am the light of the world. He
who follows Me shall not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life."

We will say more about how Yeshua was probably born
on the Feast of Tabernacles in the chapter on
Hanukkah, but let us take a look at the following
Scripture passages, remembering that a major theme
of the Feast of Sukkot is joy.

Luga (Luke) 2:4-11

6 So it was, that while they were there,
the days were completed for her to be
delivered.

7 And she brought forth her firstborn
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths, and laid Him in a manger,
because there was no room for them
in the inn.
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And:
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8 Now there were in the same country
shepherds living out in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9 And behold, a messenger of
YHWH stood before them, and the
glory of YHWH shone around them,
and they were greatly afraid.

10 Then the angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid, for behold, | bring you
good tidings of great joy which will be
to all people.

11 For there is born to you this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is
Messiah YHWH.

Mattai (Matthew) 2:7-12

7 Then Herod, when he had secretly
called the wise men, determined from
them what time the star appeared.

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and
said, "Go and search carefully for the
young Child, and when you have
found Him, bring back word to me, that
| may come and worship Him also."

9 When they heard the king, they
departed; and behold, the star which
they had seen in the East went before
them, till it came and stood over where
the young Child was.

10 When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

The Eighth Day Assembly

When YHWH gave us the Torah Calendar, He did not
choose the days at random. Rather, He incorporated
specific days into His calendar in order to give us
prophetic shadow pictures of the things He has
purposed to come to pass.

In the last chapter on Sukkot we spoke briefly about the
Last Great Day of the feast. This Last Great Day is
also called ‘Shemini Atzeret,” which means, essentially,
‘The Assembly of the Eighth (Day).”

While the Assembly of the Eighth is often thought of
simply as the final day of the Feast of Sukkot, it is
actually a separate festival. This is in much the same
way as the Passover is followed by the seven Days of
Unleavened Bread. However, in this case, the seven
days of Sukkot are followed by the one day Assembly
of the Eighth (Shemini Atzeret).

In Hebrew, the word ‘Atzeret’ (N7yY) means not just ‘an
assembly,” but a very special kind of assembly. It
indicates that one’s host is not letting one go home.
Rather, one’s host is ‘holding one over’ for an extended
period of time. Strong’s Concordance defines the word
atzeret (NI3Y) in this way:

OT:6116 “atsarah (ats-aw-raw'); or
“atsereth (ats-eh'-reth); from OT:6113;
an assembly, especially on a festival
or holiday:

When we look up the root at Strong’s OT:6113, we get:
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OT:6113 ‘atsar (aw-tsar'); a primitive
root; to enclose; by analogy, to_hold
back; also to maintain, rule, assemble:
KJV - be able, close up, detain, fast,
keep (self close, still), prevail, recover,
refrain, reign, restrain, retain, shut
(up), slack, stay, stop, withhold (self).

Shemini Atzeret, then, shows us that YHWH intends to
hold us back, to detain us, or to ‘close us up’ in some
fashion for the eighth day. But in what way does
YHWH intend to ‘detain us’, or to ‘hold us over?

The Apostle Kepha (Peter) tells us that one prophetic
day can symbolize a thousand earth years.

Kepha Bet (2" Peter) 3:8

8 But, beloved, do not forget this one
thing: that with YHWH, one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years
is as one day.

Notice, then, that Scripture tells us that the Creation
Week was seven days long.

B’reisheet (Genesis) 2:2

2 And on the seventh day Elohim
ended His work which He had done,
and He rested on the seventh day from
all His work which He had done.

If the Creation Week lasted seven days, and if one
prophetic day can represent a thousand earth years,
then the Creation Week is symbolic of a seven
thousand year plan for the earth and its inhabitants.
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But if the earth is to last for seven thousand years, then
why would the Feast of Sukkot last for eight days? And
what is the symbolism of the eighth day?

In truth, the Feast of Sukkot lasts only seven days. We
know this because it is only for seven days that the
children of Israel are to dwell in booths.

Vayigra (Leviticus) 23:41-43

41 You shall keep it as a feast to
YHWH for seven days in the year. It
shall be a statute forever in your
generations. You shall celebrate it in
the seventh month.

42 You shall dwell in booths for seven
days. All who are native Israelites shall
dwell in booths,

43 that your generations may know
that | made the children of Israel dwell
in booths when | brought them out of
the land of Egypt: | am YHWH your
Elohim.™

The eighth day of Sukkot, then, is really a separate
festival. Leviticus 23:36 tells us that we are to hold an
assembly (n73Y) on this eighth day in order to bring an
offering made by fire. We are also to do no ordinary or
laborious work.

Vayiqgra (Leviticus) 23:36

36 For seven days you shall offer an
offering made by fire to YHWH. On the
eighth day you shall have a set-apart
assembly, and you shall offer an
offering made by fire to YHWH. It is a
set-apart assembly, and you shall do
no customary work on it.
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Verse 39 then tells us to keep the first and the eighth

days of the festival as set-apart sabbaths of rest.

Vayigra (Leviticus) 23:39

39 'Also on the fifteenth day of the
seventh month, when you have
gathered in the fruit of the land, you
shall keep the feast of YHWH for seven
days; on the first day there shall be a
sabbath-rest, and on the eighth day a

19 | will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy
in My people; the voice of weeping
shall no longer be heard in her, nor the
voice of crying.

20 "No more shall an infant from there
live but a few days, nor an old man
who has not fulfilled his days; for the
child shall die one hundred years old,
But the sinner being one hundred
years old shall be accursed.”

While the Feast of Tabernacles is symbolic of many
things, it is also symbolic of the New Earth, for the
Book of the Revelation tells us that in the New Earth,
the Tabernacle of Elohim will be with men.

sabbath-rest.

It may be that the first day of the feast symbolizes the
first day of the Creation Week, when YHWH Elohim

created the heavens and the earth.

If the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles symbolizes
the first day of Creation, could it be that Shemini
Atzeret symbolizes how we will go to the New Earth,

B'reisheet (Genesis) 1:1-2

1 In the beginning Elohim created the
heavens and the earth.

2 The earth was made formless and
void; and darkness was on the face of
the deep.

which Isaiah speaks of?
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Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 65:17-25

17 "For behold, | create new heavens
and a new earth; and the former shall
not be remembered or come to mind.
18 But be glad and rejoice forever in
what | create; for behold, | create
Jerusalem as a rejoicing, and her
people a joy.
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Gilyana (Revelation) 21:1-4

1 Now | saw a new heaven and a new
earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away. Also there was
no more sea.

2 Then |, Yochanan, saw the set-apart
city, New Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from Elohim, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband.

3 And | heard a loud voice from
heaven saying, "Behold, the
Tabernacle of Elohim is with men, and
He will dwell with them, and they shall
be His people. Elohim Himself will be
with them, and be their Elohim.

4 “And Elohim will wipe away every
tear from their eyes; there shall be no
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.
There shall be no more pain, for the
former things have passed away.”



If YHWH wills, we will explore this topic in much more
detail in the Joseph’s Return study, as well as explore
why Yeshua returns to take us to the New Earth at the
end of the earth’s seven thousand years.

Once we understand the prophetic symbolism of the
number eight, we can begin to see this symbolism turn
up throughout the Torah.

Vayiqra (Leviticus) 22:26-27

26 And YHWH spoke to Moshe, saying:
27 "When a bull or a sheep or a goat is
born, it shall be seven days with its
mother; and from the eighth day and
thereafter it shall be accepted as an
offering made by fire to YHWH.”

Yeshua tells us that those who believe on Him are like
unto sheep, or to goats.

Mattai (Matthew) 25:33

33 "When the Son of Man comes in His
glory, and all the set-apart messengers
with Him, then He will sit on the throne
of His glory.

32 All the nations will be gathered
before Him, and He will separate them
one from another, as a shepherd
divides his sheep from the goats.

33 And He will set the sheep on His
right hand, but the goats on the left.”

For seven days, our sheep and our bulls and our goats
are not acceptable as sacrifice offerings unto YHWH.
In much the same way, for seven thousand years, the
‘sheep’ and the ‘goats’ and the ‘bulls’ who believe on
Yeshua are not acceptable into YHWH's kingdom.
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Rather, we must wait until the start of the ‘Assembly of
the Eighth’, after the Judgment, when YHWH will *hold
us over’ in the New Earth. Then we will Tabernacle
with Him.
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The Jubilees and the Shemittah

The first mention of the Jubilee is in Exodus 19:13,
when Moshe received the Ten Commandments from
YHWH at Mount Sinai. The word ‘Jubilee’ is *ha-yovel’
(>2>D), which most English versions render simply as
‘trumpet.’

However, the ‘flowing’ sound of the yovel is not always
associated with silver trumpets. In the conquest of the
Land of Canaan, the Yovel (92’D) is associated with
the ram’s horn (called a ‘shofar’). In Joshua 6:4-6 it is
called the “trumpet of ram’s horns” (952910 NM9IV).

Exodus 19:13b

13b “When the trumpet
sounds long, they shall
come near the mountain."”

N 5250 79N2 (13)
MNI0OY

Strong’s Concordance tells us the word ‘yovel
means ‘trumpet;’ particularly silver trumpets.

OT:3104 yowbel (yo-bale'); or yobel
(yob-ale’); apparently from OT:2986;
the blast of a horn (from its
continuous sound); specifically, the
signal of the silver trumpets; hence,
the instrument itself and the festival
thus introduced: -jubile [sic], ram's
horn, trumpet.

L (OD)

The reference at OT:2896 has to do with flowing, and
bringing forth, as in sounds (especially with pomp).
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OT:2986 yabal (yaw-bal'); a primitive
root; properly, to flow; causatively, to
bring (especially with pomp):

KJV - bring (forth), carry, lead (forth).

Joshua 6:4-7

4 “And seven priests shall
bear seven trumpets of
rams' horns before the
ark. But the seventh day
you shall march around
the city seven times, and
the priests shall blow the
trumpets (shofarot).

5 It shall come to pass,
when they make a long
blast with the ram's horn,
and when you hear the
sound of the trumpet, that
all the people shall shout
with a great shout; then
the wall of the city will fall
down flat. And the people
shall go up every man
straight before him."

6 Then Joshua the son of
Nun called the priests and
said to them, "Take up the
ark of the covenant, and
let seven priests bear
seven trumpets of rams'
horns before the ark of
YHWH."
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So if the Yovel (Jubilee) is not necessarily associated Many scholars see a parallel between the daily ‘count-

with silver trumpets, then what is a Yovel? To answer seven’ for the Sabbath, and the yearly ‘count-seven’ for
this question, first let us look at the seven-year land- the Shemittah.
rest cycle, in Hebrew called a ‘Shemittah’ (nVNVY).

Weekly Sabbath Shemittah Cycle
Deuteronomy 15:1-4 tells us that every seven years, Day 1 = manna Year 1 = plant
we are to release all debts with our Israelite brethren. Day 2 = manna Year 2 = plant
In Hebrew, this ‘release’ is called a ‘Shemittah’ (NVNVY). Day 3 = manna Year 3 = plant
This explains why the word ‘Shemittah’ has come to Day 4 = manna Year 4 = plant
mean ‘a seven-year cycle.’ Day 5 = manna Year 5 = plant

Day 6 = prepare double Year 6 = double harvest

Day 7 = Sabbath rest Year 7 = Shemittah (rest)
Deuteronomy 15:1-4 j ) N
1 "At the endyof every D,J\? 3’:_1\.’_.) \«Pb (1) As we saw in the chapter on the Sabbath, Exodus
seven years you shall :NVNRY NYYN 16:22-30 tells us not to cook on the Sabbath. Rather,
grant a release. NVHRVYD 92T N (2) we are to prepare twice as much food on the sixth day
2 And this is the form of ﬂWD Sya 53 \D.i)ﬂ\’)' of the week, so that we do not have to cook on the
the release: Every creditor S SYIN 1T Sabbath (except perhaps to warm our food up).
who has lent anything to Ny NY? j\")B r_rT
his neighbor shall release | NN INY) DX VX ND Shemote (Exodus) 16:22-30
it; he shall not require it of NVNY XIP 2D PNN 23 Then he said to them, "This is what
his neighbor or his T o ',5 YHWH has said: 'Tomorrow is a
brother, because it is L Sabbath rest, a set-apart Sabbath to
called YHWH's release. | Wim »230 NN (3) YHWH. Bake what you will bake today,
3 Of a foreigner you may NN :[b 7 YN and boil what you will boil; a_lnd lay up
require it; but you shall i "'_r’ DD\’)J‘\ >n'z~2 for your.selves.all that remains, to be
give up your claim to what | wr T Y- AL kept until morning.™
is owed by your brother, M NY D DON (4) 24 So they laid it up till morning, as
4 except when there may '7'[—\3 ) | ]-1’:.1?.‘4 72 Moshe commanded; and it did not
be no poor among you; for ‘{'\"2*23 hw : 3‘13’ stink, nor were therg any worms in it.
YHWH will greatly bless NS T A 25 Then Moshe said, "Eat that today,
you in the land which D) PAON M IYUN for today is a Sabbath to YHWH; today
YHWH your Elohim is : IPYIY NN 9 you will not find it in the field.
giving you to possess as TSR T mE T 26 Six days you shall gather it, but on
an inheritance....” the seventh day, the Sabbath, there

will be none."
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27 Now it happened that some of the
people went out on the seventh day to
gather, but they found none.

28 And YHWH said to Moshe, "How
long do you refuse to keep My
commandments and My laws?

29 See! For YHWH has given you the
Sabbath; therefore He gives you on
the sixth day bread for two days. Let
every man remain in his place; let no
man go out of his place on the seventh
day."

30 So the people rested on the seventh
day.

Similarly, in Leviticus 25:20, YHWH promises to
provide a double-sized harvest in the sixth year, so that
there is no need to plant or reap until the eighth year.

Vayiqra (Leviticus) 25:20-22

20'And if you say,"What shall we eat in
the seventh year, since we shall not
sow nor gather in our produce?"

21 Then | will command My blessing
on you in the sixth year, and it will
bring forth produce enough for three
years.

22 And you shall sow in the eighth
year, and eat old produce until the
ninth year; until its produce comes in,
you shall eat of the old harvest.

The commandments regarding the Yovelim (Jubilees)
are listed in Leviticus 25. Leviticus 25:8-10 tells us to
count seven sabbaths of years, seven times seven
years (i.e., forty-nine years), and then to declare a
Yovel in the fiftieth year, on the Day of Atonement.
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Vayiqra (Leviticus) 25:8-10

8 'And you shall count seven sabbaths
of years for yourself, seven times
seven years; and the time of the seven
sabbaths of years shall be to you
forty-nine years.

9 Then you shall cause the trumpet of
the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day
of the seventh month; on the Day of
Atonement you shall make the trumpet
to sound throughout all your land.

10 And you shall set the fiftieth year
apart, and proclaim liberty throughout
all the land to all its inhabitants. It
shall be a Jubilee for you; and each of
you shall return to his possession, and
each of you shall return to his family.’

Scholars disagree as to how this passage is to be
interpreted. One group believes that the Yovel is to be
calculated according to a 49-year cycle, while the other
group believes in a 50-year cycle. To understand how
these two different groups arrive at two different
conclusions, let us review the Pentecost, and the Omer
Count.

In the chapter on the Pentecost we saw that while
Passover can fall on any day of the week, the Omer
count always begins on the first day of the week that
follows the Passover. Let us emphasize that the
Pentecost always falls on the first day of the week, no
matter when the Passover comes. For example, the
chart below shows us what happened when the
children of Israel came into the land in Joshua 5:10-12:
both the Wave Sheaf (the start of the Omer Count) and
the Pentecost fell on the first day of the week.
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Pass.

Wave [20m. [30m. |[40m. |50m. | 6 Om. | Shabt

80m. |90m. | 10 11 12 13 Shabt

15 16 17 18 19 20 Shabt

22 23 24 25 26 27 Shabt

29 30 31 32 33 34 Shabt

While the 49-year cycle has some attractive features,
there are also some difficulties. Chief among these is
that the 49-year pattern appears to violate the
commandment given in Leviticus 25:3, which tells us to
plant six years.

36 37 38 39 40 41 Shabt

43 44 45 46 47 48 Shabt

Pent.

Pass. = Passover (Pesach)

Wave = The Wave Sheaf Offering

Om. = What day of the Omer Count
Shabt = Shabbat (Seventh-Day Sabbath)
Pent. = Pentecost (fiftieth day)

Those who teach a 49-year Jubilee cycle tell us that
the 50™ year of the Jubilee cycle is also the 1% year of
the new Jubilee cycle. This, they say, is because the
Yovel is built upon the Shemittot (Shemittah land
sabbaths), which are based upon the concept of
‘counting seven years.” They claim that the concept of
recurring sevens is inviolable, and they also say that it
makes sense to count this way, because it appears to
follow the same pattern as the Pentecost cycle.

Vayiqgra (Leviticus) 25:2

| oNIY? %2 DN 127 (2)
2 "Speak to the children of : .

Israel, and say to them: ) 72 Dﬂbl_*{ J]‘\)_QZ;O
'When you come into the .W)B YVSU 7N *NID
land which I give you, then | DAY | DQ? R RAY
the land shall keep a . Y v .
sabbath to YHWH. ’ﬂlﬂ’? J'l;l.\’_) \VWSU
3 Six years you shall sow Y1 DY vy (3)
your field, and six years N D’J\? v :[‘-_['\?
you shall prune your j'\N NnOON) | ':m'jg
vineyard, and gather its v T T v oiT
fruit; :DNIN
4 but in the seventh year NYIVN n;\:);_n (4)
there shall be a sabbath of AL ]'13'13\{)' N2y
solemn rest for the land, a i T

sabbath to YHWH. You | ﬂlﬂ’? ﬂ;l\{) \{-‘23?
shall neither sow your field | 972) YN ND 7TV
nor prune your vineyard. S ' 991N Z;{'b

43 44 45 46 47 48 Shem

Yovel | 2 3 4 5 6 Shem

8 9 10 11 12 13 Shem

15 16 17 18 19 20 Shem

22 23 24 25 26 27 Shem

29 30 31 32 33 34 Shem

36 37 38 39 40 41 Shem

43 44 45 46 47 48 Shem

Yovel | 2 3 4 5 6 Shem
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This commandment to plant and reap for six years
before allowing the land to rest in the seventh year
appears to run parallel to the Fourth Commandment,
which tells us to labor six days, and then to take a rest
on the seventh day.

Shemote (Exodus) 20:8-11
8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep
it set apart.
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9 Six days you shall labor and do all
your work,

10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath
of YHWH your Elohim. In it you shall
do no work: you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, nor your male servant,
nor your female servant, nor your
cattle, nor your stranger who is within
your gates.

11 For in six days YHWH made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested the seventh
day. Therefore YHWH blessed the
Sabbath day and set it apart.”

Leviticus 25:3 says to sow and reap six years before
giving the land a rest. This is impossible on the 49-
year Jubilee model, because it is unlawful to plant or
reap during a Jubilee year.

36 37 38 39 40 41 Shem

43 44 45 46 47 48 Shem

Yovel |1 2 3 4 5 6

Shem | 8 9 10 11 12 13

Shem | 15 16 17 18 19 20

Shem | 22 23 24 25 26 27

Shem | 29 30 31 32 33 34

Shem | 36 37 38 39 40 41

Shem | 43 44 45 46 47 48

Shem | Yovel | 1 2 3 4 5

6 Shem | 8 9 10 11 12

13 Shem | 15 16 17 18 19

20 Shem | 22 23 24 25 26

27 Shem | 29 30 31 32 33

34 Shem | 36 37 38 39 40

41 Shem | 43 44 45 46 47

48 Shem | Yovel | 1 2 3 4

5 6 Shem | 8 9 10 11

12 13 Shem | 15 16 17 18

19 20 Shem | 22 23 24 25

26 27 Shem | 29 30 31 32

33 34 Shem | 36 37 38 39

40 41 Shem | 43 44 45 46

47 48 Shem | Yovel | 1 2 3

4 5 6 Shem | 8 9 10

11 12 13 Shem | 15 16 17

49-year model 50-year model

50 =1 = plant # Yovel 1 = plant

2 = plant 2 = plant

3 = plant 3 = plant

4 = plant 4 = plant

5 = plant S = plant

6 = plant 6 = plant

7 = Shemittah (rest) 7 = Shemittah (rest)

18 19 20 Shem | 22 23 24....

In the 49-year model, one also plants and reaps only
five years before letting the land rest. This is a direct
violation of Leviticus 25:3, which tells us to sow our
fields and prune our vineyards for six years before
allowing the land to rest. Therefore, proponents of the
50-year Jubilee model tell us that the only model that
fits is the 50-year Jubilee model, shown below.
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In the chart above, the position of the Shemittah year
seems to ‘migrate backwards’ a year for every Jubilee
cycle. While this ‘migration’ may not seem as visually
pleasing as the concept of continually ‘counting seven’
(as in the 49-year model), it keeps the ‘work six, then
rest’ pattern commanded both in Exodus 20:8-11, and
in Leviticus 25:2-4.
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Supporters of the 50-year cycle also point out that if the
earth is expected to last for some 7000 years, the
number 7000 divides neatly into 140 Jubilee cycles,
140 being a multiple of 14 (and hence, also 7). They
also tell us that if Yeshua came at the 4000 year mark,
He would have arrived on the 80" Jubilee (8 being a
number signifying new beginnings). Further, if the
Millennium begins in the year 6000, then the
Millennium would begin at the 120™ Jubilee (which is a
multiple of 12, a very common Scriptural number). This
would also place Yeshua's second coming neatly at the
140" Jubilee. While all of these numbers seem to flow
beautifully, in contrast, 7000 divided by 49-year cycles
yields a comparatively messy 142.857+ Jubilees.

But why should it matter whether the Jubilee cycle is 49
or 50 years long? The answer is that when Ephraim
returns back home to the Land of Israel, and the Torah
is established as the national law, the Jubilee and the
Shemittah cycles will have to be re-established. But
how can that be done? When the Jews were taken into
the Exile to Babylon, the Jubilee and the Shemittah
cycles were lost.

Josephus and the Book of Maccabees mention the
Jubilees and the Shemittot, but the dates mentioned in
these sources are questionable, for the simple reason
that Judah has made other corruptions to the calendar,
and has not always followed YHWH's means of timing.
How then, can we know for sure when YHWH wants us
to observe the Shemittot and the Jubilees? In order to
answer that question, we need to learn a little bit more
about what we are to do in the Yovel.

Leviticus 25:11-12 tells us that in the fiftieth year, we
are not to sow, and we also are not to ‘reap’ anything
that grows of its own accord. That is, YHWH allows us
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to go out and pick what we need for the day (or for two
days on the Sixth Day), with the manna in the
wilderness. However, YHWH does not want us to
‘bring in the harvest’ with a sickle or a basket, in order
to ‘store anything up’ for later.

Vayigra (Leviticus) 25:11-12

11 “That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee
to you; in it you shall neither sow, nor
reap what grows of its own accord, nor
gather the grapes of your untended
vine.

12 For it is the Jubilee; it shall be set
apart to you; you shall eat its produce
from the field.”

Thankfully, Scripture gives us a clue as to when YHWH
may have last declared a Jubilee. In Second Kings
19:29-34 we read about how the King of Assyria laid
siege to Jerusalem during the reign of King Hezekiah.
With the Jews greatly outnumbered, King Hezekiah
feared they would be overcome by the Assyrian forces.
However, YHWH sent Hezekiah a message by the
mouth of the Prophet Isaiah. YHWH said the people
would eat that year what grew of itself (i.e., without
being planted), and that in the second year they would
eat that which sprang from what grew the year before
(also without being planted). Then in the third year, the
Jews would plant.

Melachim Bet (2" Kings) 19:29-34

29 ‘This shall be a sign to you:

You shall eat this year such as grows
of itself, and in the second year what
springs from the same; also in the
third year sow and reap, plant
vineyards and eat the fruit of them.’
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As we saw earlier, this is the exact pattern YHWH
commands us to keep during the Yovel: we are not to
plant or reap either in the 49™ or the 50" years.
Rather, we are to wait for the first year, to begin
planting and harvesting again.

Vayiqra (Leviticus) 25:20-22

20 'And if you say, "What shall we eat
in the seventh year, since we shall not
sow nor gather in our produce?"

21 Then | will command My blessing
on you in the sixth year, and it will
bring forth produce enough for three
years.

22 And you shall sow in the eighth
year, and eat old produce until the
ninth year; until its produce comes in,
you shall eat of the old harvest.’

Historians such as Edwin R. Thiele (The Mysterious
Numbers of the Hebrew Kings) and Jack Finnegan
(The Handbook of Bible Chronology) date the siege by
the Assyrian forces at approximately 701 BCE. If this
number is correct, then the Jubilee cycles would
progress forward in the following manner:

49 Year Cycle

701 = 49 = Shemittah
700 =50=1 = Yovel 700 =50 = Yovel

699 = 2 = plant 699 = 1 = plant

698 = 3 = plant, etceteras 698 = 2 = plant, etceteras

50 Year Cycle
701 = 49 = Shemittah

Remembering that there is no ‘zero year’, if one does
the calculations on the 49-year cycle, the last Jubilee
was 1996. This date ties into numerous prophecies we
earlier detailed in the Nazarene lIsrael study. At the
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time of this printing, the next Jubilee would be 2045.
The Shemittot dates would then be 2003, 2010, 2017,
2024, 2031, and 2048.

Since the 50-year Jubilee cycle progresses forward by
perfect fifties, the last Jubilee on the 50-year cycle was
the year 2000. At the time of this printing, the last
Shemitta would have been 2007, and the next Shemitta
would be in 2014, followed by 2021, 2028, 2035, 2042,
and then the next Jubilee will occur in 2050.

But what else happens in the Jubilee, apart from letting
the land rest? Another major theme is the release of
property, and the release from debt. In the Yovel, all
debts between Israelites are to be canceled, and all
property is to be released to its original owners. (Since
land in Israel can only be sold according to the number
of years until the next Jubilee, in modern-day terms,
the land is only supposed to be leased.)

Vayigra (Leviticus) 25:13-17

13 'In this Year of Jubilee, each of you
shall return to his possession.

14 And if you sell anything to your
neighbor or buy from your neighbor's
hand, you shall not oppress one
another.

15 According to the number of years
after the Jubilee you shall buy from
your neighbor, and according to the
number of years of crops he shall sell
to you.

16 According to the multitude of years
you shall increase its price, and
according to the fewer number of
years you shall diminish its price; for
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he sells to you according to the
number of the years of the crops.

17 Therefore you shall not oppress
one another, but you shall fear your
Elohim; for  am YHWH your Elohim.’

Although we are only commanded to keep the Yovel
and the Shemittah when we live in the Land of Israel,
there are benefits and advantages to keeping the Yovel
in the Dispersion. One Messianic farm family told me
they made the decision not to plant in the seventh year,
in obedience to the command. They reported that their
harvests increased an average of 40-50%, and not just
in the sixth year, but in all years. While this Messianic
farm family did not know the exact earthly cause of the
increase, they believed it had something to do with
disruption of the natural cycles of weeds and parasites.
They theorized that because the normal cycles of the
weeds and parasites were disrupted, the crops were
able to ‘compete’ much better than they would normally
have been able to. However, they were also quick to
point out that it was ultimately YHWH who provided the
increase.

Another major theme of the Yovel is how YHWH's land
and His people ultimately belong not to any earthly
human being, kingship or government, but to YHWH
Himself; and as such they are to be treated as His. We
are to grant release of all indebtedness from our
brothers (and one might also draw a ‘spiritual parallel’
to grudges, resentments, and lack of forgiveness).

Vayiqra (Leviticus) 25:23-24

23 'The land shall not be sold
permanently, for the land is Mine; for
you are strangers and sojourners with
Me.
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24 And in all the land of your
possession you shall grant
redemption of the land.’

While we will not delve into the specific rules for the
release of land, debt and Israelite slaves here, the rules
are fairly simple, and self-explanatory. No contract
involving land in Israel, loans to Israelites or Israelite
slaves can extend beyond the next Jubilee. At the
Yovel (the ‘flowing’), all land is to be released to its
original owner, and all debts of every type are to be
cancelled.

Vayiqra (Leviticus) 25:25-28

25 'If one of your brethren becomes
poor, and has sold some of his
possession, and if his redeeming
relative comes to redeem it, then he
may redeem what his brother sold.

26 Or if the man has no one to redeem
it, but he himself becomes able to
redeem it,

27 then let him count the years since
its sale, and restore the remainder to
the man to whom he sold it, that he
may return to his possession.

28 But if he is not able to have it
restored to himself, then what was
sold shall remain in the hand of him
who bought it until the Year of Jubilee;
and in the Jubilee it shall be released,
and he shall return to his possession.’

Earlier we saw how YHWH'’s people belong to Him. In
Exodus 21:1-6 and in Deuteronomy 15:12-18 we read
about the Torah of the Hebrew slave who does not
wish to be set free from his master.
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Devarim (Deuteronomy) 15:12-18

12 "If your brother, a Hebrew man, or a
Hebrew woman, is sold to you and
serves you six years, then in the
seventh year you shall let him go free
from you.

13 And when you send him away free
from you, you shall not let him go
away empty-handed;

14 you shall supply him liberally from
your flock, from your threshing floor,
and from your winepress. From what
YHWH has blessed you with, you shall
give to him.

15 You shall remember that you were a
slave in the land of Egypt, and YHWH
your Elohim redeemed you; therefore |
command you this thing today.

16 And if it happens that he says to
you, 'l will not go away from you,
because he loves you and your house,
since he prospers with you,

17 then you shall take an awl and
thrust it through his ear to the door,
and he shall be your servant forever.
Also to your female servant you shall
do likewise.

18 It shall not seem hard to you when
you send him away free from you; for
he has been worth a double hired
servant in serving you six years. Then
YHWH your Elohim will bless you in all
that you do.

If an Israelite slave realizes that he has it better under
his master than he knows how to do for himself, then
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he has the option of foregoing the release. Earlier we
saw how the first six years of the Creation Week
symbolize the first six thousand years of man’'s
existence, as well as how the Sabbath symbolizes the
Millennial Reign. Could it be that the slave desiring not
to be sent away from his master’'s house (because he
has it better than he knows how to provide for himself)
is spiritually symbolic of all those Israelites who desire
not to be set free from their Master YHWH, since they
have it so much better with Him?

The releasing of slaves and of property takes place on
Yom Kippur, at the sounding of the shofar.

Vayigra (Leviticus) 25:8-10

8 'And you shall count seven sabbaths
of years for yourself, seven times
seven years; and the time of the seven
sabbaths of years shall be to you
forty-nine years.

9 Then you shall cause the trumpet of
the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day
of the seventh month; on the Day of
Atonement you shall make the trumpet
to sound throughout all your land.

10 And you shall set the fiftieth year
apart, and proclaim liberty throughout
all the land to all its inhabitants. It
shall be a Jubilee for you; and each of
you shall return to his possession, and
each of you shall return to his family.’

Since one of Yeshua's purposes was to proclaim
release to the captives, Messianic tradition informs us
that Yeshua’'s ministry may have begun around the
time of Yom Kippur, when the release of the captives
was declared.
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Judaism traditionally calls for an immersion (baptism)
on the day before Yom Kippur, the most set-apart day
of the year.

Luqga (Luke) 3:21-23

21 When all the people were
immersed, it came to pass that Yeshua
also was immersed; and while He
prayed, the heaven was opened.

22 And the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy
Spirit) descended in bodily form like a
dove upon Him, and a voice came from
heaven which said, "You are My
beloved Son; in You | am well
pleased.”

23 Now Yeshua Himself began His
ministry at about thirty years of age....

As we will show in the next chapter on Hanukkah,
Yeshua was probably born on the first day of the Fall
Feast of Sukkot (Tabernacles). Since Yom Kippur
takes place five days before Sukkot, Yeshua would
have been “about thirty years of age” when He began
His ministry.

As another witness that Yeshua’'s ministry may have
begun around the Sukkot timeframe, notice that after
being tempted of the Devil for forty days, Yeshua
returned to Natseret (Nazareth), and announced that
He had been sent to proclaim release to the captives.

Luqga (Luke) 4:13-21

13 Now when the devil had ended
every temptation, he departed from
Him until an opportune time.
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Finally, we should state that in all Shemittah and Yovel
years, the Wave Sheaves are taken from wild barley,

14 Then Yeshua returned in the power
of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of
Him went out through all the
surrounding region.

15 And He taught in their synagogues,
being glorified by all.

16 So He came to Nazareth, where He
had been brought up. And as His
custom was, He went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and
stood up to read.

17 And He was handed the book of the
prophet Isaiah. And when He had
opened the book, He found the place
where it was written:

18 "The Spirit of YHWH is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me

To preach the Good News to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, to_proclaim liberty to
the captives and recovery of sight to
the blind, to_set at liberty those who
are oppressed;

19 To proclaim the acceptable year of
YHWH.”

20 Then He closed the book, and gave
it back to the attendant and sat down.
And the eyes of all who were in the
synagogue were fixed on Him.

21 And He began to say to them,
"Today this Scripture is fulfilled in
your hearing.”

which may be symbolic of Ephraim.
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Hanukkah

Around 332 BCE, Alexander the Great conquered the
Land of Israel. A relatively gentle ruler, Alexander
allowed the people to continue to practice traditional
Judaism, so long as they paid him tribute.

Daniel 8:21-24

21 And the male goat is the kingdom
of Greece. The large horn that is
between its eyes is the first (or chief)
king (Alexander).

22 As for the broken horn and the four
that stood up in its place, four
kingdoms shall arise out of that
nation, but not with its power.

In 323 BCE, approximately nine years after he had first
conquered the Land of Israel, Alexander the Great
died. His empire then broke up into four kingdoms,
fulfilling the prophecy in verse 22, above. One of these
four successor kingdoms was the Seleucid Empire,
which is located mainly in modern day Syria.

Continuing on, verse 23 tells us that in the latter time of
this (Seleucid) kingdom, a fierce, sinister king would
arise who would commit transgressions against the
Hebrew people, and destroy them.

23 "And in the latter time of their
kingdom, when the transgressors have
reached their fullness, a king shall
arise, having fierce features, who
understands sinister schemes.
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24 His power shall be mighty, but not
by his own power. He shall destroy
fearfully, and shall prosper and thrive.
He shall destroy the mighty, and also
the set-apart people.

Approximately a century and a half later, in 175 BCE,
this prophecy was fulfilled. Antiochus Epiphanies (also
called Antiochus 1V) rose to power in the Seleucid
Empire. Since Antiochus Epiphanies was not a very
religiously tolerant man, he began to commit great
atrocities against the Jews.

In approximately 168 BCE, Antiochus Epiphanies had
heard reports that there was a great deal of treasure
stored up in the Temple. Returning from Egypt, he
chose to loot the Temple, and slaughtered many Jews.

1st Maccabees 1:20-24

20 And after that Antiochus had
smitten Egypt, he returned again in the
hundred forty and third year, and went
up against Israel and Jerusalem with a
great multitude.

21 And entered proudly into the
sanctuary, and took away the golden
altar, and the candlestick of light, and
all the vessels thereof.

22 And the table of showbread, and
the pouring vessels, and the vials, and
the censers of gold, and the veil, and
the crowns, and the golden ornaments
that were before the Temple, all of
which he pulled off.

23 He took also the silver and the gold,
and the precious vessels: also he took
the hidden treasures which he found.
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24 And when he had taken all away, he
went into his own land, having made a victuals, and when they had gathered
great massacre, and spoken very together the spoils of Jerusalem, they
proudly. laid them up there, and so they
became a sore snare:

36 For it was a place to lie in wait
against the sanctuary, and an evil
adversary to Israel.

37 Thus they shed innocent blood on

35 They stored it also with armour and

After two years, Antiochus sent tax collectors to speak
peaceable words to the people, so as to plunder the
city through deception. After collecting their taxes, the
Greek tax collectors then set up a fortress within sight

of the Temple Mount, and massacred anyone who

brought offerings to YHWH.
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1 Maccabees 1:29-40

29 And after two years fully expired
the king sent his chief collector of
tribute unto the cities of Judah, who
came unto Jerusalem with a great
multitude,

30 and spake peaceable words unto
them, but all was deceit: for when they
had given him credence, he fell
suddenly upon the city, and smote it
very sore, and destroyed much people
of Israel.

31 And when he had taken the spoils
of the city, he set it on fire, and pulled
down the houses and walls thereof on
every side.

32 but the women and children they
took captive, and possessed the cattle.
33 Then builded they the city of David
with a great and strong wall, and
mighty towers, and made it a strong
hold for them.

34 And they put therein a sinful nation,
wicked men, and fortified themselves
therein.

Antiochus then encouraged all his subjects to convert
to the Greek religious system, and he forbade all other

every side of the sanctuary, and
defiled it:

38 insomuch that the inhabitants of
Jerusalem fled because of them:
whereupon the city was made an
habitation of strangers, and became
strange to those born in her; and her
own children left her.

39 Her sanctuary was laid waste like a
wilderness, her feasts turned into
mourning, her Sabbaths into reproach,
her honour into contempt.

40 As had been her glory, so was her
dishonour increased, and her
excellency was turned into mourning.

worship, including the worship of YHWH.
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1 Maccabees 1:41-50

41 Moreover King Antiochus wrote to
his whole kingdom, that all should be
one people,

42 And every one should leave his
laws: so all the heathen agreed
according to the commandment of the
king.



43 Yea, many also of the Israelites
consented to his religion, and
sacrificed unto idols, and profaned the
Sabbath.

44 For the king had sent letters by
messengers unto Jerusalem and the
cities of Juda [Judea], that they should
follow the strange laws of the land.

52 Then many of the people were
gathered unto them, to wit, every one
that forsook the Torah; and so they
committed evils in the land,;

53 And drove the Israelites into secret
places, even wheresoever they could
flee for succour [relief].

45 And forbid burnt offerings, and
sacrifice, and drink offerings, in the
temple; and that they should profane

By courting those without zeal for the Torah, and
having driven away the faithful, Antiochus then ordered
a statue of Zeus to be erected in the Temple, and

Between his incentives for Greek worship and penalties
for YHWH worship, Antiochus was largely successful in

the Sabbaths and festival days:

46 And pollute the sanctuary and the
holy people:

47 Set up altars, and groves, and
chapels of idols, and sacrifice swine’s
flesh, and unclean beasts:

48 That they should also leave their
children uncircumcised, and make
their souls abominable with all manner
of uncleanness and profanation:

49 To the end they might forget the
Torah, and change all the ordinances.
50 And whosoever would not do
according to the commandment of the
king, he should die.

getting the people to abandon the Torah.
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1 Maccabees 1:51-53

51 In the selfsame manner wrote he to
his whole kingdom, and appointed
overseers over all the people,
commanding the cities of Juda [Judea]
to sacrifice, city by city.

began requiring the sacrifice of pigs on the altar.
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1 Maccabees 1:54-59

54 Now the fifteenth day of Kislev (the
ninth month), in the hundred and forty
fifth year, they set up the Abomination
of Desolation upon the altar, and
builded idol altars throughout the
cities of Judea on every side.

55 And burnt incense at the doors of
their homes, and in the streets.

56 And when they had rent in pieces
the books of the law which they found,
they burnt them with fire.

57 And wheresoever was found with
any the book of the testament, or if
any consented to the law, the king’s
commandment was, that they should
be put to death.

58 Thus they did by their authority
unto the Israelites every month, to as
many as were found in the cities.

59 Now on the five and twentieth day
of the month they did sacrifice upon
the idol altar, which was upon the altar
of [Elohim].



The situation became desperate. Mothers circumcising
their children were put to death, along with their
children.

1 Maccabees 1:60-63

60 At which time according to the
commandment they put to death
certain women, that had caused their
children to be circumcised.

61 They hanged the infants about their
necks, and rifled their houses, and
slew them that had circumcised them.
62 Howbeit many in Israel were fully
resolved and confirmed in themselves
not to eat any unclean thing.

63 Wherefore they chose rather to die,
that they might not be defiled with
meats, and that they might not profane
the holy covenant: so then they died.

Mattithyahu ben Yochanan HaCohen and his five sons
rose up in rebellion against Antiochus. Although
Mattithyahu died a year later from natural causes, his
son Yehudah (Judah) continued to lead the Jewish
rebellion with amazing bravery. Vastly outnumbered,
the Jews placed their trust in YHWH, and YHWH gave
them victory against otherwise impossible odds. As a
result, Yehudah and family came to be known as the
‘Maccabees’, which may be related to the Aramaic
word for ‘hammer’, or which may be an acronym for the
Jewish battle cry, “Mi Kamocha B’elim, YHWH” (who is
like You among the elohim, YHWH?) (>251n). However,
now that the Maccabees had succeeded they needed
to build a new altar to replace the one that had become
defiled, and re-light the Menorah, which the Torah tells
us is supposed to burn continually.
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It takes eight days to press, refine and set olive oil
apart for the Menorah. The Talmud tells us there was
plenty of oil inside the Temple, but Antiochus’ forces
had defiled most of it, so that there was only enough
undefiled oil left to light the Menorah for one day: yet

Vayiqra (Leviticus) 24:1-2

24:1 Then YHWH spoke to Moshe,
saying:

2 "Command the children of Israel that
they bring to you pure oil of pressed
olives for the light, to make the lamps
burn continually.

YHWH gave a miracle, and made it burn for eight.
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What is [the reason of] Hanukkah? For
our Rabbis taught: On the twenty-fifth
of Kislew 22 [commence] the days of
Hanukkah, which are eight on which a
lamentation for the dead and fasting
are forbidden. 23 For when the Greeks
entered the Temple, they defiled all the
oils therein, and when the Hasmonean
[Maccabean] dynasty prevailed against
and defeated them, they made search
and found only one cruse of oil which
lay with the seal of the High Priest, 24
but which contained sufficient for one
day's lighting only; yet a miracle was
wrought therein and they lit [the lamp]
therewith for eight days. The following
year these [days] were appointed a
Festival with [the recital of] Hallel 25
and thanksgiving.26

[Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat,
Chapter 21]



It is true that YHWH can do whatever He wants, and he
is certainly capable of making one day’s worth of oil
last for eight days. However, curiously, while this
miracle is recorded in the Talmud, it is not recorded in
the Book of Maccabees. Instead, Maccabees tells us
that the victorious Maccabees simply went in, cleaned
the Temple up, built a new altar, and put the menorah
back into service.

1 Maccabees 4:47-51

47 Then they took whole stones
according to the Torah, and built a
new altar according to the former,

48 And made up the sanctuary, and
the things that were within the Temple,
and set the courts apart.

49 They made also new set-apart
vessels, and into the temple they
brought the candlestick (Menorah),
and the altar of burnt offerings, and of
incense, and the table.

50 And upon the altar they burned
incense, and the lamps that were upon
the candlestick they lighted, that they
might give light in the Temple.

51 Furthermore they set the loaves
upon the table, and spread out the
veils, and finished all the works which
they had begun to make.

Had there only been one day’s worth of oil, and had it
miraculously burned for eight days, it seems likely that
the miracle would have been recorded in the Book of
First Maccabees. However, First Maccabees does
confirm that the victorious Jews celebrated the re-
dedication of the Temple for eight days.
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1 Maccabees 4:56-59

56 And so they kept the dedication of
the altar eight days, and offered
burnt offerings with gladness, and
sacrificed the sacrifice of deliverance
and praise.

57 They decked also the forefront of
the Temple with crowns of gold, and
with shields, and the gates and the
chambers they renewed, and hanged
doors upon them.

58 Thus was there very great
gladness among the people, for that
the reproach of the heathen was put
away.

59 Moreover Yehudah and his
brethren and the whole congregation
of Israel ordained that the days of
dedication of the altar should be kept
in their season from year to year by
the space of eight days, from the
twenty-fifth day of Kislev, with mirth
and gladness.

Because the record in Talmud is not always reliable,
and because the alleged miracle of the oil is not
recorded in First Maccabees, some scholars believe
the reason Hanukkah was established as an eight day
festival was simply because they had been unable to
keep the eight days of Sukkot in their proper time,
because they were at war. Thus it may have been that
when the Temple was finally rededicated, the victorious
Jewish armies then celebrated a belated eight day
festival to YHWH, and commanded that it be observed
as a celebration unto YHWH forever.
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Divre HaYamim Aleph (1°' Chronicles)

What shall we say about man-made celebrations, such 24:1a, 3, 5-19
as Hanukkah and Purim? At first we might note that 1 Now these are the divisions of the
these celebrations are not commanded anywhere in sons of Aaron....
the Torah. However, Yeshua was in Jerusalem at 3 Then David with Zadok of the sons of
Hanukkah time, here called the Feast of Dedication. Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of
Ithamar, divided them according to the
Yochanan (John) 10:22-23 schedule of their service....
22 Now it was the Feast of Dedication 5 Thus they were divided by lot, one
in Jerusalem, and it was winter. group as another, for there were
23 And Yeshua walked in the temple, officials of the sanctuary and officials
in Solomon's porch. of the house of Elohim, from the sons
of Eleazar and from the sons of
Hanukkah is traditionally celebrated by lighting candles, Ithamar.
oil lamps, or other lights, and it was during this same
general time frame that Yeshua told us that He was the In Antiquities 7, Josephus tells us that each division
light of the world. served for a period of one week.
Yochanan (John) 8:12 365 He divided them also into courses:
12 Then Yeshua spoke to them again, and when he had separated the priests
saying, "I am the light of the world. He from them, he found of these priests
who follows Me shall not walk in twenty-four courses, sixteen of the
darkness, but have the light of life." house of Eleazar, and eight of that of
Ithamar; and he ordained that one
Yeshua confirms that He is the light of the world. course should minister to [Elohim]
eight days, from Sabbath to Sabbath.
Yochanan (John) 9:5 366 And thus were the courses
5As long as | am in the world, | am the distributed by lot, in the presence of
light of the world." David, and Zadok and Abiathar the
high priests, and of all the rulers: and
While it is an involved proof, some scholars further that course which came up first was
believe that Yeshua was conceived during Hanukkah. written down as the first, and
While we will not list the whole citation here, First accordingly the second, and so on to
Chronicles 24:7-19 tells us that the Levitical priesthood the twenty-fourth; and this partition
was divided into twenty-four divisions, and that their has remained to this day.
schedule of service was then chosen by lot. [Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews

7:365-366 (Alt: VII 14:7)]
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Those wishing to prove Josephus’ summation from
Scripture alone should reference 1% Chronicles 9:1-26,
1% Chronicles 28:11-14 and 2" Chronicles 23:1-8.
However, since Josephus’ summation is so much
shorter and more compact, we will not reproduce all of
these passages here.

Luke tells us that Yochanan HaMatbil’'s (John the
Baptist’'s) father Zechariah was of the priestly division
of Aviyah (Abijah).

Luga (Luke) 1:5

5 There was in the days of Herod, the
king of Judea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the division of Aviyah.
His wife was of the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elisheva.

We know from 1% Chronicles 24:10 that the division of
Aviyah served in the eighth week.

Divre HaYamim (1 Chronicles) 24:7-10
7 Now the first lot fell to Yehoiariv, the
second to Yedaiah,

8 the third to Harim, the fourth to
Seorim,

9 the fifth to Malchiyah, the sixth to
Miyamin,

10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to
Aviyah....

Since the priestly courses began at the Head of the
Year, and since the priests served from Sabbath to
Sabbath, and since Zechariah belonged to the eighth
priestly division, Zechariah would have served in the
Temple from the eighth week of the year, to the ninth.
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However, since all the priests served in the Temple
during the three annual pilgrimage festivals, and since
Shavuot (Pentecost) was in the ninth week, Zechariah
would not have gone home right away, but would have
stayed at the Temple, returning home after Shavuot
was over. Luke 1:23-24 confirms this, and it tells us
that Zechariah’'s wife Elisheva (Elisabeth) conceived
after Zechariah had returned home.

Luga (Luke) 1:8-25

8 So it was, that while he was serving
as priest before Elohim in the order of
his division,

9 according to the custom of the
priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense
when he went into the Temple of
YHWH.

10 And the whole multitude of the
people was praying outside at the hour
of incense.

11 Then a messenger of YHWH
appeared to him, standing on the right
side of the altar of incense.

12 And when Zechariah saw him, he
was troubled, and fear fell upon him.
13 But the messenger said to him, "Do
not be afraid, Zechariah, for your
prayer is heard; and your wife Elisheva
will bear you a son, and you shall call
his name Yochanan.

14 And you will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth.

15 For he will be great in the sight of
YHWH, and shall drink neither wine
nor strong drink. He will also be filled
with the Set apart Spirit, even from his
mother's womb.
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16 And he will turn many of the
children of Israel to YHWH their
Elohim.

17 He will also go before Him in the
spirit and power of Eliyahu, 'to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children,’
and the disobedient to the wisdom of
the just, to make ready a people
prepared for YHWH."

18 And Zechariah said to the
messenger, "How shall | know this?
For | am an old man, and my wife is
well advanced in years."

19 And the messenger answered and
said to him, "l am Gabriel, who stands
in the presence of Elohim, and was
sent to speak to you and bring you
these glad tidings.

20 But behold, you will be mute and
not able to speak until the day these
things take place, because you did not
believe my words which will be
fulfilled in their own time."

21 And the people waited for
Zechariah, and marveled that he
lingered so long in the temple.

22 But when he came out, he could not
speak to them; and they perceived that
he had seen a vision in the temple, for
he beckoned to them and remained
speechless.

23 So it was, as soon as the days of
his service were completed, that he
departed to his own house.

24 Now after those days his wife
Elizabeth conceived; and she hid
herself five months, saying,

25 "Thus YHWH has dealt with me, in
the days when He looked on me, to
take away my reproach among
people."

It would have taken Zechariah some time to get home,
so if we add nine months to the date of Yochanan’'s
conception (perhaps in the middle of the third month),
we can see that Yochanan would likely have been born
in the spring, right around the Passover time frame (in
the middle of the first month). Those who obey the
rabbinical rituals may find this more than a coincidence,
since one of the rabbinical rituals is to set a special
place setting for Eliyahu (Elijah), who Yochanan came
in the power and the spirit of.

Continuing onward, verse 36 tells us that Gabriel spoke
with Miriam during the sixth month of Elisheva’s term.

Luga (Luke) 1:26-38

26 Now in the sixth month the
messenger Gabriel was sent by Elohim
to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,

27 to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Yosef, of the house
of David. The virgin's name was
Miriam.

28 And having come in, the messenger
said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored
one, YHWH is with you; blessed are
you among women!"

29 But when she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying, and considered
what manner of greeting this was.

30 Then the messenger said to her,
"Do not be afraid, Miriam, for you have
found favor with Elohim.
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Continuing onward, verse 39 tells us that Miriam left
Natzeret (Nazareth) ‘with haste’ to go visit Elisheva.
We can surmise that Miriam was already pregnant at
that time because Elisheva, filled with the Set-apart
Spirit, blessed the fruit of Miriam’s womb (i.e., Yeshua).
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31 And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and
shall call His name Yeshua.

32 He will be great, and will be called
the Son of the Highest; and YHWH
Elohim will give Him the throne of His
father David.

33 And He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of His kingdom
there will be no end.”

34 Then Miriam said to the messenger,
"How can this be, since | do not know
a man?"

35 And the messenger answered and
said to her, "The Set apart Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the
Highest  will overshadow  you;
therefore, also, that Set apart One who
is to be born will be called the Son of
Elohim.

36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative
has also conceived a son in her old
age; and this is now the sixth month
for her who was called barren.

37 For with Elohim nothing will be
impossible.”

38 Then Miriam said, "Behold the
maidservant of YHWH! Let it be to me
according to your word." And the
messenger departed from her.

Luga (Luke) 1:39-45

39 Now Miriam arose in those days
and went into the hill country with
haste, to a city of Judah,

40 and entered the house of Zechariah
and greeted Elisheva.

41 And it happened, when Elisheva
heard the greeting of Miriam, that the
babe leaped in her womb; and
Elisheva was filled with the Set-apart
Spirit.

42 Then she spoke out with a loud
voice and said, "Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb!

43 But why is this granted to me, that
the mother of my Master should come
to me?

44 For indeed, as soon as the voice of
your greeting sounded in my ears, the
babe leaped in my womb for joy.

45 Blessed is she who believed, for
there will be a fulfilment of those
things which were told her from
YHWH."

Even though Miriam left ‘with haste’, back in the days
of camel transportation, it would still have taken her
some time to travel from Natzeret in the north, to Judea
in the south. Thus, even though Yochanan HaMatbil
was probably conceived about the middle of the third
month, Yeshua was likely conceived around the end of
the ninth month, about the same time as Hanukkah
begins, on the 25" day of the 9™ month. Thus it may
be that YHWH used Hanukkah to give us yet one more
prophetic shadow picture of the One who would soon
become the Light of the world.
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Hanukkah is not a pilgrimage feast, nor are we required
to abstain from work. Even though the miracle of the
oil may be more legend than fact, one of the more
popular traditions associated with Hanukkah is to light
the special menorah that has nine branches, instead of
seven. This special menorah is called a ‘Hanukkiah.’

In lighting the Hanukkah candles, first one lights the
servant candle (which occupies the center position),
and then one uses this servant candle to light the rest
of the candles, starting from the right. On the first night
of Hanukkah, one lights one candle in addition to the
servant candle; and then on the second night, one
lights two candles in addition to the servant candle, and
so on. Once all of the candles are lit, the servant
candle is then placed in the center, in a higher place.

It is traditional to place the menorah so that it can be
seen from outside, so as to ‘bring light to the world.” It
is also traditional to take some time to meditate and
reflect on the Hanukkah story, and its relevance to us
today.
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Purim (Lots)

While the seven major festivals are clearly commanded
in the Torah, Hanukkah and Purim are not clearly
commanded. However, what is clear is that these
festivals were not only established by those who seek
to serve YHWH of Hosts, they are also recorded in
Scripture, and it appears they may also hold great
hidden significance and meaning. For that reason, we
are including them in this study.

While Hanukkah is the story of Judah’s resistance
against the forces who sought either to assimilate the
Jews or destroy them, Purim is the story of how YHWH
delivered the Jewish people from those who sought to
exterminate them outright. Interestingly, while YHWH’s
name is never mentioned except in acrostics, it is very
clear that it could only have been YHWH who saved
the Jewish people from destruction, and ultimately
brought their hearts back to Him.

Many Ephraimites are biased against the festival of
Purim, and desire to avoid it. It is, after all, a man-
made festival, and it is nowhere commanded in the
Torah. However, if we take a close look at Purim, we
may see many similarities with the situation the
Ephraimite people will soon be faced with.

In order to gain some perspective, let us back up a bit
in history. YHWH sent Nebuchadnezzar, King of
Babylon, to take the Jews into exile for their failure to
follow the whole of the Torah, particularly with regards
to letting the land rest on the Sabbath Years.
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Divre HaYamim Bet (2 Chron) 36:17-21
17 Therefore He brought against them
the king of the Chaldeans, who killed
their young men with the sword in the
house of their sanctuary, and had no
compassion on young man or virgin,
on the aged or the weak; He gave them
all into his hand.

18 And all the articles from the house
of Elohim, great and small, the
treasures of the house of YHWH, and
the treasures of the king and of his
leaders, all these he took to Babylon.
19 Then they burned the house of
Elohim, broke down the wall of
Jerusalem, burned all its palaces with
fire, and destroyed all its precious
possessions.

2 While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar
gave the command to bring the gold
and silver vessels which his (fore)
father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from
the temple which had been in
Jerusalem, that the king and his lords,
his wives, and his concubines might
drink from them.

3 Then they brought the gold vessels
that had been taken from the temple of
the house of Elohim which had been in
Jerusalem; and the king and his lords,
his wives, and his concubines drank
from them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the
gods of gold and silver, bronze and
iron, wood and stone.

20 And those who escaped from the
sword he carried away to Babylon,
where they became servants to him

Because Belshazzar’s heart was lifted up, and because
he made a point of denigrating the Temple vessels,
YHWH gave Belshazzar a sign that he would soon die.

Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded by Evil-Merodach,
and then by Belshazzar, who made a great festival.
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and his sons until the rule of the
kingdom of (Media-) Persia,

21 to fulfill the word of YHWH by the
mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had
enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she
lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to fulfill
seventy years.

Daniel 5:1-4

1 Belshazzar the king made a great
feast for a thousand of his lords, and
drank wine in the presence of the
thousand.

Since no one could read the writing, the prophet Daniel

Daniel 5:5-6

5 In the same hour the fingers of a
man's hand appeared and wrote
opposite the lampstand on the plaster
of the wall of the king's palace; and the
king saw the part of the hand that
wrote.

6 Then the king's countenance
changed, and his thoughts troubled
him, so that the joints of his hips were
loosened and his knees knocked
against each other.

was brought in to interpret the sign.
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Daniel 5:18-31

18 O king, the Most High Elohim gave
Nebuchadnezzar your (fore) father a
kingdom and majesty, glory and
honor.

19 And because of the majesty that He
gave him, all peoples, nations, and
languages trembled and feared before
him. Whomever he wished, he
executed; whomever he wished, he
kept alive; whomever he wished, he
set up; and whomever he wished, he
put down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up,
and his spirit was hardened in pride,
he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory from
him.

21 Then he was driven from the sons
of men, his heart was made like the
beasts, and his dwelling was with the
wild donkeys. They fed him with grass
like oxen, and his body was wet with
the dew of heaven, till he knew that the
Most High Elohim rules in the kingdom
of men, and appoints over it whomever
He chooses.

22 "But you his son, Belshazzar, have
not humbled your heart, although you
knew all this.

23 And you have lifted yourself up
against the Master of heaven. They

praised the elohim (g-ds) of silver and
gold, bronze and iron, wood and
stone, which do not see or hear or
know; and the Elohim who holds your
breath in His hand and owns all your
ways, you have not glorified.

24 Then the fingers of the hand were
sent from Him, and this writing was
written.

25 "And this is the inscription that was
written:

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

26 This is the interpretation of each
word. MENE: Elohim has numbered
your kingdom, and finished it;

27 TEKEL: You have been weighed in
the balances, and found wanting;

28 PERES: Your kingdom has been
divided, and given to the Medes and
Persians."

29 Then Belshazzar gave the
command, and they clothed Daniel
with purple and put a chain of gold
around his neck, and made a
proclamation concerning him that he
should be the third ruler in the
kingdom.

30 That very night Belshazzar, king of
the Chaldeans, was slain.

31 And Darius the Mede received the
kingdom, being about sixty-two years
old.

have brought the vessels of His house
before you, and you and your lords,
your wives and your concubines, have
drunk wine from them. And you have

King Darius the Mede was then succeeded by Koresh
(Koresh), of Persia. YHWH inspired Koresh to
proclaim a release and a return for all of the Jews, so
they could return to the Land of Israel.

237 238



The total number of Jews returning was only some forty
two thousand, which was but a fraction of the millions

Ezra 1:1-4

1 Now in the first year of Koresh king
of Persia, that the word of YHWH by
the mouth of Jeremiah might be
fulfilled, YHWH stirred up the spirit of
Koresh king of Persia, so that he made
a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom, and also put it in writing,
saying,

2 Thus says Koresh king of Persia:

All the kingdoms of the earth YHWH
Elohim of heaven has given me. And
He has commanded me to build Him a
house at Jerusalem which is in Judah.
3 Who is among you of all His people?
May his Elohim be with him, and let
him go up to Jerusalem which is in
Judah, and build the house of YHWH
Elohim of Israel (He is Elohim), which
is in Jerusalem.

4 And whoever is left in any place
where he dwells, let the men of his
place help him with silver and gold,
with goods and livestock, besides the
freewill offerings for the house of
Elohim which is in Jerusalem.

of Jews living in Media-Persia at that time.
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Ezra 2:64

64 The whole assembly together was
forty-two thousand three hundred and
Sixty....

Those who returned immediately began rebuilding the
Temple, but their efforts were frustrated by the
Samaritan inhabitants of the land. Though partly
descended from the Ephraimites, the Samaritans were
mainly descended from foreign stock, which the kings
of Assyria had brought in to resettle and repopulate the
land. These Samaritans did whatever they could to
frustrate the Jewish efforts to rebuild.

Ezra 4:1-24

1 Now when the adversaries of Judah
and Benjamin heard that the
descendants of the captivity were
building the temple of YHWH Elohim of
Israel,

2 they came to Zerubbabel and the
heads of the fathers' houses, and said
to them, "Let us build with you, for we
seek your Elohim as you do; and we
have sacrificed to Him since the days
of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who
brought us here."

3 But Zerubbabel and Yeshua and the
rest of the heads of the fathers’
houses of Israel said to them, "You
may do nothing with us to build a
house for our Elohim; but we alone
will build to YHWH Elohim of Israel, as
King Koresh the king of Persia has
commanded us."

4 Then the people of the land tried to
discourage the people of Judah. They
troubled them in building,

5 and hired counselors against them
to frustrate their purpose all the days
of Koresh king of Persia, even until the
reign of Darius king of Persia.
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Two years later, King Koresh was succeeded by King
Ahasuerus (also known as King Achashverosh, and/or
Artazerxes). The Samaritans wrote a letter to him,
saying if he allowed the Jews to rebuild the Temple
they would soon break away from his reign. Believing
their allegations, Ahasuerus then gave orders that the
Samaritans should halt the Temple’s construction, if
necessary even by force.

6 In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the
beginning of his reign, they wrote an
accusation against the inhabitants of
Judah and Jerusalem.

7 And in the days of Artaxerxes
Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabel, and the
rest of their companions wrote to
Artaxerxes (Ahasuerus) king of Persia;
and the letter was written in Aramaic
script, and translated into the Aramaic
language.

8 Rehum the commander and
Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter
against Jerusalem to King Artaxerxes
in this fashion:

9 From Rehum the commander,
Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of
their companions — representatives of
the Dinaites, the Apharsathchites, the
Tarpelites, the people of Persia and
Erech and Babylon and Shushan, the
Dehavites, the Elamites,

10 and the rest of the nations whom
the great and noble Osnapper took
captive and settled in the cities of
Samaria and the remainder beyond the
River — and so forth.
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11 (This is a copy of the letter that they
sent him): To King Artaxerxes from
your servants, the men of the region
beyond the River, and so forth:

12 Let it be known to the king that the
Jews who came up from you have
come to us at Jerusalem, and are
building the rebellious and evil city,
and are finishing its walls and
repairing the foundations.

13 Let it now be known to the king
that, if this city is built and the walls
completed, they will not pay tax,
tribute, or custom, and the king's
treasury will be diminished.

14 Now because we receive support
from the palace, it was not proper for
us to see the Kking's dishonor;
therefore we have sent and informed
the king,

15 that search may be made in the
book of the records of your fathers.
And you will find in the book of the
records and know that this city is a
rebellious city, harmful to kings and
provinces, and that they have incited
sedition within the city in former times,
for which cause this city was
destroyed.

16 We inform the king that if this city is
rebuilt and its walls are completed, the
result will be that you will have no
dominion beyond the River
(Euphrates).

17 The king sent an answer:

To Rehum the commander, to
Shimshai the scribe, to the rest of their



Now the stage is set for the Book of Ester to begin.
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companions who dwell in Samaria (i.e.,
the Samaritans), and to the remainder
beyond the River:

Peace, and so forth.

18 The letter which you sent to us has
been clearly read before me.

19 And | gave the command, and a
search has been made, and it was
found that this city in former times has
revolted against kings, and rebellion
and sedition have been fostered in it.
20 There have also been mighty kings
over Jerusalem, who have ruled over
all the region beyond the River; and
tax, tribute, and custom were paid to
them.

21 Now give the command to make
these men cease, that this city may not
be built until the command is given by
me.

22 Take heed now that you do not fail
to do this. Why should damage
increase to the hurt of the kings?

23 Now when the copy of King
Artaxerxes' letter was read before
Rehum, Shimshai the scribe, and their
companions, they went up in haste to
Jerusalem against the Jews, and by
force of arms made them cease.

24 Thus the work of the house of
Elohim which is at Jerusalem ceased,
and it was discontinued until the
second year of the reign of Darius king
of Persia.

In the opening passages of the Book of Ester, we see
Koresh’ successor, King Ahasuerus, throwing a great
festival that lasted for six months, to which he invited
dignitaries from all of the realms of his empire.

Esther 1:1-4

1 Now it came to pass in the days of
Ahasuerus (this was the Ahasuerus
who reigned over one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces, from India to
Ethiopia),

2 in those days when King Ahasuerus
sat on the throne of his kingdom,
which was in Shushan the citadel,

3 that in the third year of his reign he
made a feast for all his officials and
servants — the powers of Persia and
Media, the nobles, and the princes of
the provinces being before him —

4 when he showed the riches of his
glorious kingdom and the splendor of
his excellent majesty for many days,
one hundred and eighty days in all.

The King of Babylon was exceedingly wealthy. He
could probably throw a lengthy festival without worrying
about the cost. However, even rich kings usually throw
a party to commemorate something specific. What was
so important to the king that he would commemorate it
for six full months?

King Ahasuerus had stopped the rebuilding effort that
King Koresh had begun. Is it possible that the reason
King Ahasuerus threw such a great festival was that he
believed Jeremiah’s prophecy about the return of the
Jews from the Babylonian Exile was proven false?
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Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 29:10-14

10 For thus says YHWH: After seventy
years are completed at Babylon, | will
visit you and perform My good word
toward you, and cause you to return to
this place (Jerusalem).

11 For | know the thoughts that I think
toward you, says YHWH, thoughts of
peace and not of evil, to give you a
future and a hope.

12 Then you will call upon Me and go
and pray to Me, and | will listen to you.
13 And you will seek Me and find Me,
when you search for Me with all your
heart.

14 1 will be found by you, says YHWH,
and | will bring you back from your
captivity; | will gather you from all the
nations and from all the places where |
have driven you, says YHWH, and | will
bring you to the place from which |
cause you to be carried away captive.

Jeremiah had prophesied that the Jews would be in
exile for seventy years following the destruction of the
first temple. Is it possible that King Ahasuerus had
mistakenly believed that the seventy years began not
when the first temple was destroyed, but when King
Nebuchadnezzar had ascended his throne? Consider
that had King Ahasuerus seen how most of the Jews
were still in Exile and the Temple restoration had been
stopped, and had he also mistakenly believed that the
seventy years of Jeremiah’s prophecy were already
complete, then might King Ahasuerus also mistakenly
have believed that Jeremiah’s prophecy was false, and
that YHWH Elohim was dead? Could this be the
reason King Ahasuerus threw a six month long party?
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After six months of celebration, King Ahasuerus held
another festival that lasted for seven days. During this
festival, the king served drinks in golden vessels that
were different from each other. Some scholars believe
these may have been the same Temple vessels that
King Belshazzar had celebrated with (above). If so,
then King Ahasuerus’ purpose may have been to
denigrate the Temple vessels, and to celebrate the end
of the Jews as a people set apart unto YHWH.

Esther 1:5-7

5 And when these days were
completed, the king made a feast
lasting seven days for all the people
who were present in Shushan the
citadel, from great to small, in the
court of the garden of the king's
palace.

6 There were white and blue linen
curtains fastened with cords of fine
linen and purple on silver rods and
marble pillars; and the couches were
of gold and silver on a mosaic
pavement of alabaster, turquoise, and
white and black marble.

7 And they served drinks in golden
vessels, each vessel being different
from the other, with royal wine in
abundance, according to the
generosity of the king.

Even though he profaned the Temple vessels, YHWH
did not terminate King Ahasuerus’s life, as He had King
Belshazzar's. Even though he was an anti-Semite,
YHWH had it in mind for King Ahasuerus to marry
Queen Ester, and sire Darius the Persian.
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Having become drunk with wine, King Ahasuerus
called for his beautiful wife Vashti (whose name
means, “And drink”), to show off her figure to the other
leaders of his realm. Vashti refused, and King
Ahasuerus became furious. After his anger subsided,
he began to seek a replacement for Vashti.

Esther 2:1-4
1 After these things, when the wrath of
King Ahasuerus subsided, he

remembered Vashti, what she had
done, and what had been decreed
against her.

2 Then the Kking's servants who
attended him said: "Let beautiful
young virgins be sought for the king;

3 and let the king appoint officers in all
the provinces of his kingdom, that
they may gather all the beautiful young
virgins to Shushan the citadel, into the
women's quarters, under the custody
of Hegai the king's eunuch, custodian
of the women. And let beauty
preparations be given them.

4 Then let the young woman who
pleases the king be queen instead of
Vashti." This thing pleased the king,
and he did so.

It is in this context that we meet Mordechai, a Jew of
the tribe of Benjamin, possibly related to King Shaul,
son of Kish. We also meet his beautiful adopted
daughter Hadassah, who is also called Esther.
Mordechai brought Esther to the king’s palace, though
he charged her not to tell anyone she was Jewish.
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Esther 2:5-8

5 In Shushan the citadel there was a
certain Jew whose name was Mordecai
the son of Yair, the son of Shimei, the
son of Kish, a Benjamite.

6 Kish had been carried away from
Jerusalem with the captives who had
been captured with Yeconiah king of
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon had carried away.

7 And Mordecai had brought up
Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle's
daughter, for she had neither father
nor mother. The young woman was
lovely and beautiful. When her father
and mother died, Mordecai took her as
his own daughter.

8 So it was, when the king's command
and decree were heard, and when
many young women were gathered at
Shushan the citadel, under the
custody of Hegai, that Esther also was
taken to the king's palace, into the
care of Hegai the custodian of the
women.

9 Now the young woman pleased him,
and she obtained his favor; so he
readily gave beauty preparations to
her, besides her allowance. Then
seven choice maidservants were
provided for her from the Kking's
palace, and he moved her and her
maidservants to the best place in the
house of the women.

10 Esther had not revealed her people
or family, for Mordecai had charged
her not to reveal it.



11 And every day Mordecai paced in
front of the court of the women's
guarters, to learn of Esther's welfare
and what was happening to her.

At this point we might begin asking ourselves what is
really going on here. If Mordechai and Esther are such
heroes, then why is Mordechai even thinking about
marrying his daughter to a pagan anti-Semite such as
King Ahasuerus? And why is she consenting to it?
Further, why did neither of them return back to the
Land of Israel when YHWH gave them the opportunity
under King Koresh?

According to the world’s standards, the Jewish people
had never had it better. Mordechai was a high-ranking
government official, and his daughter was about to
become the Queen. Yet Esther still did not feel secure
about divulging her true nationality.

Esther 2:16-20

16 So Esther was taken to King
Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the
tenth month, which is the month of
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his
reign.

17 The king loved Esther more than all
the other women, and she obtained
grace and favor in his sight more than
all the virgins; so he set the royal
crown upon her head and made her
gueen instead of Vashti.

18 Then the king made a great feast,
the Feast of Esther, for all his officials
and servants; and he proclaimed a
holiday in the provinces and gave gifts
according to the generosity of a king.
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19 When virgins were gathered
together a second time, Mordecai sat
within the king's gate.

20 Now Esther had not revealed her
family and her people, just as
Mordecai had charged her, for Esther
obeyed the command of Mordecai as
when she was brought up by him.

Ahasuerus loved Esther, who was chosen to be the
next queen, and Mordechai sat within the king’s gate.
And, as he sat there, he overheard two of the palace
guards plotting to kill King Ahasuerus. Mordechai told
Esther, who told King Ahasuerus, and Mordechai’s
loyalty was recorded in the royal chronicles.

Esther 2:21-23

21 In those days, while Mordecai sat
within the king's gate, two of the king's
eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh,
doorkeepers, became furious and
sought to lay hands on King
Ahasuerus.

22 So the matter became known to
Mordecai, who told Queen Esther, and
Esther informed the king in Mordecai's
name.

23 And when an inquiry was made into
the matter, it was confirmed, and both
were hanged on a gallows; and it was
written in the book of the chronicles in
the presence of the king.

Curiously, however, Mordechai was not rewarded.
Kings rely on ‘tips’ from their subjects to stay safe, and
to retain their hold on power. Yet for some reason, the
king never rewarded Mordechai for tipping him off.
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The situation had become very unusual. Only 42,000
of the many millions of Israelites were back in the Land,
trying to rebuild the Temple. Most of the Israelites,
including the hero and heroine of our story, remained in
Babylon. Rather than trying to remain a people set-
apart unto YHWH, they were not only attending royal
parties, but were even getting ready to marry into the
pagan royal lineage. Yet for all of this unusual
behavior, Mordechai never lost his identity as an
Israelite, as evidenced by the fact that in Esther
Chapter Three, Mordechai refused to bow down before
a high-ranking government official named Haman, who
was descended from Agag, king of Amalek.

Esther 3:1-7

3:1 After these things King Ahasuerus
promoted Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the  Agagite, and

Just as King Shaul, son of Kish had slain Agag, king of

5 When Haman saw that Mordecai did
not bow or pay him homage, Haman
was filled with wrath.

6 But he disdained to lay hands on
Mordecai alone, for they had told him
of the people of Mordecai. Instead,
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews
who were throughout the whole
kingdom of Ahasuerus — the people
of Mordecai.

7 In the first month, which is the
month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of
King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is,
the lot), before Haman to determine
the day and the month (of Israel’s
destruction), until it fell on the twelfth
month, which is the month of Adar.
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advanced him and set his seat above
all the princes who were with him.

2 And all the king's servants who were
within the king's gate bowed and paid
homage to Haman, for so the king had
commanded concerning him. But
Mordecai would not bow or pay
homage.

3 Then the king's servants who were
within the king's gate said to Mordecali,
"Why do you transgress the Kking's
command?"

4 Now it happened, when they spoke
to him daily and he would not listen to
them, that they told it to Haman, to see
whether Mordecai's words would
stand; for Mordecai had told them that
he was a Jew.

the Amalekites (see First Samuel 15), Mordechai, of
the house of Kish, had refused to bow before the son of
an Amalekite. Even though YHWH’s name is never
mentioned in the Book of Esther, and even though
Mordechai may not have been perfectly set apart,
Mordechai yet remained loyal to YHWH's people.

Haman, for his part, was so filled with wrath and hatred
for the Jewish people that he was not content to
destroy Mordechai alone, but sought to destroy all of
the Jews.

Esther 3:8-11

8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus,
"There is a certain people scattered
and dispersed among the people in all
the provinces of your kingdom; their
laws are different from all other
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people, and they do not keep the
king's laws. Therefore it is not fitting
for the king to let them remain.

9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be
written that they be destroyed, and |
will pay ten thousand talents of silver
into the hands of those who do the
work, to bring it into the king's
treasuries."

10 So the king took his signet ring
from his hand and gave it to Haman,
the son of Hammedatha the Agagite,
the enemy of the Jews.

11 And the king said to Haman, "The
money and the people are given to
you, to do with them as seems good to
you."

First King Ahasuerus consents to stop the Jews in the
Land from rebuilding the Temple. Then the king
consents to the ethnic cleansing of the Jews. Further,
consider that when a king has a decree drafted,
normally he listens to it carefully before placing his
signet upon it. However, simply upon hearing Haman'’s
suggestion that the Jews be exterminated, King
Ahasuerus simply hands over his signet ring.

A day or two before the Passover, on the thirteenth day
of the first month, the king’'s order went forth that all of
the Jews should be slaughtered on the thirteenth day of
the twelfth month (eleven months later).

Esther 3:12-15

12 Then the king's scribes were called
on the thirteenth day of the first
month, and a decree was written
according to all that Haman
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commanded — to the king's satraps,
to the governors who were over each
province, to the officials of all people,
to every province according to its
script, and to every people in their
language. In the name of King
Ahasuerus it was written, and sealed
with the king's signet ring.

13 And the letters were sent by
couriers into all the king's provinces,
to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all
the Jews, both young and old, little
children and women, in one day, on
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month,
which is the month of Adar, and to
plunder their possessions.

14 A copy of the document was to be
issued as law in every province, being
published for all people, that they
should be ready for that day.

15 The couriers went out, hastened by
the king's command; and the decree
was proclaimed in Shushan the
citadel. So the king and Haman sat
down to drink, but the city of Shushan
was perplexed.

Upon hearing of the decree, Mordechai did something
that makes no sense to the natural mind. He put on
sackcloth, and went out into the middle of the city.

Esther 4:1-4

4:1 When Mordecai learned all that had
happened, he tore his clothes and put
on sackcloth and ashes, and went out
into the midst of the city. He cried out
with a loud and bitter cry.
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2 He went as far as the front of the
king's gate, for no one might enter the
king's gate clothed with sackcloth.

3 And in every province where the
king's command and decree arrived,
there was great mourning among the
Jews, with fasting, weeping, and
wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and
ashes.

4 So Esther's maids and eunuchs
came and told her, and the queen was
deeply distressed. Then she sent
garments to clothe Mordecai and take
his sackcloth away from him, but he

While Mordechai’'s actions make no sense at all to the
natural mind, in Scriptural terms, Mordechai is starting
to make sense. Having realized that neither he nor his
people can survive without YHWH'’s direct intervention,
he refuses to dress such that he can speak with his
daughter directly, rescuing himself and his people by
his own hand. Rather, he demonstrates by his actions
that he undestands his life and the lives of his people
are completely dependent upon YHWH'’s favor.

Note, however, that even while Mordechai understands
that his life and the lives of his people depend upon
YHWH forgiving them for their having stayed out in the
Babylonian Exile, he nonetheless does what he can:

would not accept them.

Here is where we start to see how the Festival of Purim
is really about repentance, and trusting in YHWH. Up
until this point, Mordechai has done some things that
seem less than completely set-apart. While he has
remained basically loyal to his people, Mordechai did
not return back to the Land of Israel when he had the
opportunity. Rather, he remained on in Babylon, in the
service of a pagan, anti-semitic government. Further,
he even arranged for his daughter to marry the pagan,
anti-semitic emperor. However, now that the emperor
has issued the decree that both he and his people are
to be exterminated, Mordechai changes. Instead of
doing the logical thing by going to speak with his
daughter directly, Mordechai puts on sack cloth, so that
he cannot enter the royal palace. He cries out in the
streets and refuses to put on regular clothing, even
though it would allow him to speak with his daughter
face to face. That is why, even though YHWH’s name
IS never mentioned, it is clear that Mordechai knows
only YHWH’s intervention can save them.
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Esther 4:5-9

5 Then Esther called Hathach, one of
the king's eunuchs whom he had
appointed to attend her, and she gave
him a command concerning Mordecai,
to learn what and why this was.

6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in
the city square that was in front of the
king's gate.

7 And Mordecai told him all that had
happened to him, and the sum of
money that Haman had promised to
pay into the Kking's treasuries to
destroy the Jews.

8 He also gave him a copy of the
written decree for their destruction,
which was given at Shushan, that he
might show it to Esther and explain it
to her, and that he might command her
to go in to the king to make
supplication to him and plead before
him for her people.



9 So Hathach returned and told Esther
the words of Mordecai.

Esther responds that she is unable to go in to see the
king, for those coming into his presence without an
invitation are to be put to death unless the king stays
the execution by holding out his royal scepter.

Esther 4:10-12

10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and
gave him a command for Mordecai:

11 "All the king's servants and the
people of the king's provinces know
that any man or woman who goes into
the inner court to the king, who has
not been called, he has but one law:
put all to death, except the one to
whom the king holds out the golden
scepter, that he may live. Yet | myself
have not been called to go in to the
king these thirty days."

12 So they told Mordecai Esther's
words.

Mordechai responds that she must realize she also is
in danger, and that she will not survive just because
she is married to the king. Then, expressing his
understanding of how YHWH predetermines all things,
he asks Esther rhetorically if anyone knows whether or
not she may have become Queen of Babylon as part of
YHWH's divine plan of deliverance.

Esther 4:13-14

13 And Mordecai told them to answer
Esther: "Do not think in your heart that
you will escape in the king's palace
any more than all the other Jews.
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14 For if you remain completely silent
at this time, relief and deliverance will
arise for the Jews from another place,
but you and your father's house will
perish. Yet who knows whether you
have come to the kingdom for such a
time as this?"

Esther responds that Mordechai should command all
the Jews throughout the Empire not to eat or drink for
three days or nights, which, amazingly, appears to
mean that the Jews will be fasting over the Passover,
though the Torah specifically commands Israel to eat
on that day. Then she will go in to King Ahasuerus,
and if she perishes, then she will perish.

Esther 4:15-17

15 Then Esther told them to reply to
Mordecai:

16 "Go, gather all the Jews who are
present in Shushan, and fast for me;
neither eat nor drink for three days,
night or day. My maids and | will fast
likewise. And so | will go to the king,
which is against the law; and if |
perish, I perish!"

17 So Mordecai went his way and did
according to all that Esther
commanded him.

By calling for all Israel to fast, and by fasting herself,
Esther shows her understanding of her dependence on
YHWH's favor. Normally a bride would eat and drink
before going in to see a king who is so influenced by
beauty, so as to be at her best. However, by fasting
these three days instead, she will instead be placing
her dependence upon YHWH'’s ability to control events.
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Having fasted and prayed, Esther enters the king’s
presence on the third day, trusting in YHWH to
preserve her. The king, realizing that she would not
have risked her life for an audience unless it was really
important, asks her why she has come. She defers,
asking the king to come to a banquet of wine instead,
perhaps to put him in a better mood, and make him
more agreeable.

Esther 5:1-8

1 Now it happened on the third day
that Esther put on her royal robes and
stood in the inner court of the king's
palace, across from the king's house,
while the king sat on his royal throne
in the royal house, facing the entrance
of the house.

2 So it was, when the king saw Queen
Esther standing in the court, that she
found favor in his sight, and the king
held out to Esther the golden scepter
that was in his hand. Then Esther went
near and touched the top of the
scepter.

3 And the king said to her, "What do
you wish, Queen Esther? What is your
request? It shall be given to you — up
to half the kingdom!"

4 So Esther answered, "If it pleases
the king, let the king and Haman come
today to the banquet that | have
prepared for him."

5 Then the king said, "Bring Haman
quickly, that he may do as Esther has
said." So the king and Haman went to
the banquet that Esther had prepared.
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At the wine feast, still realizing that Ester would not
have risked her life by entering his presence unless
she felt it was really important, King Ahasuerus asks
Esther again what it is that she wants.

6 At the banquet of wine the king said
to Esther, "What is your petition? It
shall be granted you. What is your
request, up to half the kingdom? It
shall be done!"

7 Then Esther answered and said, "My
petition and request is this:

8 If | have found favor in the sight of
the king, and if it pleases the king to
grant my petition and fulfil my
request, then let the king and Haman
come to the banquet which [ will
prepare for them, and tomorrow | will
do as the king has said."

Still not realizing that Queen Esther is a Jewess, and
still not realizing that she seeks to annul his evil plot,
Haman leaves her wine party in high spirits. However,
encountering Mordechai in the king’s gate, Mordechai
still refuses to bow to him, or pay homage. Venting to
his wife, she suggests that Haman make a gallows
some fifty cubits (approximately seventy five feet) high,
upon which he should have Mordechai hanged.

Esther 5:9-14

9 So Haman went out that day joyful
and with a glad heart; but when Haman
saw Mordecai in the king's gate, and
that he did not stand or tremble before
him, he was filled with indignation
against Mordecai.
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10 Nevertheless Haman restrained
himself and went home, and he sent
and called for his friends and his wife
Zeresh.

11 Then Haman told them of his great
riches, the multitude of his children,
everything in which the king had
promoted him, and how he had
advanced him above the officials and
servants of the king.

12 Moreover Haman said, "Besides,
Queen Esther invited no one but me to
come in with the king to the banquet
that she prepared; and tomorrow | am
again invited by her, along with the
king.

13 Yet all this avails me nothing, so
long as | see Mordecai the Jew sitting
at the king's gate."

14 Then his wife Zeresh and all his
friends said to him, "Let a gallows be
made, fifty cubits high, and in the
morning suggest to the Kking that
Mordecai be hanged on it; then go
merrily with the king to the banquet.”
And the thing pleased Haman; so he
had the gallows made.

Again, YHWH’s name is never mentioned in the Book
of Esther, and yet a miraculous series of coincidences
occur which could only have been coordinated on high.

The night before the banquet, King Ahasuerus could
not sleep. Strangely, he orders the royal chronicles to
be read to him, whereupon he discovers that nothing
was done to honor Mordechai, even though Mordechai
had put himself at risk by warning the king of danger.

261

Esther 6:1-12

1 That night the king could not sleep.
So one was commanded to bring the
book of the records of the chronicles;
and they were read before the king.

2 And it was found written that
Mordecai had told of Bigthana and
Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, the
doorkeepers who had sought to lay
hands on King Ahasuerus.

3 Then the king said, "What honor or
dignity has been bestowed on
Mordecai for this?"

And the king's servants who attended
him said, "Nothing has been done for
him."

What would cause a king to lose sleep? The Book of
Ester requires us to read in between the lines a little.
Kings depend upon inside information in order to stay
in power and control, and traditional sources maintain
that the king was worried because his subjects had
stopped reporting to him. Perhaps the king had asked
himself why that was, and consulted the chronicles in
order to find out why his subjects were no longer
forthcoming with information and tips?

Upon inspecting the chronicles, the king realizes that
nothing had been done to honor Mordechai for risking
his life to alert the king about a plot against his life.
Had the people reasoned that it was not worth it to alert
the king to plots against him, because there would be
no reward? If so, then one solution would be for the
king to make some hurried public demonstration of the
fact that he did seek to honor and reward those who
take risks on his behalf.
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4 So the king said, "Who is in the
court?” Now Haman had just entered
the outer court of the king's palace to
suggest that the king hang Mordecai
on the gallows that he had prepared
for him.

5 The king's servants said to him,
"Haman is there, standing in the
court." And the king said, "Let him
comein."

6 So Haman came in, and the king
asked him, "What shall be done for the
man whom the king delights to
honor?"

Now Haman thought in his heart,
"Whom would the king delight to
honor more than me?"

7 And Haman answered the king, "For
the man whom the king delights to
honor,

8 let a royal robe be brought which the
king has worn, and a horse on which
the king has ridden, which has a royal
crest placed on its head.

9 Then let this robe and horse be
delivered to the hand of one of the
king's most noble princes, that he may
array the man whom the king delights
to honor. Then parade him on
horseback through the city square,
and proclaim before him: 'Thus shall it
be done to the man whom the king
delights to honor!""

10 Then the king said to Haman,
"Hurry, take the robe and the horse, as
you have suggested, and do so for

Mordecai the Jew who sits within the
king's gate! Leave nothing undone of
all that you have spoken.”

11 So Haman took the robe and the
horse, arrayed Mordecai and led him
on horseback through the city square,
and proclaimed before him, "Thus
shall it be done to the man whom the
king delights to honor!"

12 Afterward Mordecai went back to
the king's gate. But Haman hurried to
his house, mourning and with his head
covered.

Now we can also surmise why Queen Esther has not
asked King Ahasuerus her question straightaway,
though it was important enough to risk her life for.
Perhaps she also needed some assurance that her
petition and requests would be listened to, in light of
the fact that the king had earlier been drinking with
Haman. However, now that she sees Mordechai being
honored publicly, it will seem safe to ask her question.

Esther 6:13-14

13 When Haman told his wife Zeresh
and all his friends everything that had
happened to him, his wise men and his
wife Zeresh said to him, "If Mordecai,
before whom you have begun to fall, is
of Jewish descent, you will not prevail
against him but will surely fall before
him."

14 While they were still talking with
him, the king's eunuchs came, and
hastened to bring Haman to the
banquet which Esther had prepared.
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The Book of Esther gives us many clues, but still asks
us to do the sleuthing work for ourselves. Could it be
that the reason Esther originally invited Haman to the
banquet was in order to give him a false sense of
security, so that he might become overconfident, and
show some area of weakness that could be exploited,
in order to save the Jews?

Still aware that Esther would not have risked her life
had it not been important, again King Ahasuerus asks
his beloved queen what the matter of importance is.

Esther 7:1-6

1 So the king and Haman went to dine
with Queen Esther.

2 And on the second day, at the
banquet of wine, the king again said to
Esther, "What is your petition, Queen
Esther? It shall be granted you. And
what is your request, up to half the
kingdom? It shall be done!"

3 Then Queen Esther answered and
said, "If | have found favor in your
sight, O king, and if it pleases the king,
let my life be given me at my petition,
and my people at my request.

4 For we have been sold, my people
and |, to be destroyed, to be killed, and
to be annihilated. Had we been sold as
male and female slaves, | would have
held my tongue, although the enemy
could never compensate for the king's
loss."

5 So King Ahasuerus answered and
said to Queen Esther, "Who is he, and
where is he, who would dare presume
in his heart to do such a thing?"
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6 And Esther said, "The adversary and
enemy is this wicked Haman!"

So Haman was terrified before the king
and queen.

After the king has publicly honored Mordechai, Esther
feels safe divulging her true nationality, and her reason
for risking her life. In the private confines of the festival
she has prepared, it becomes clear to the king that
Haman is attempting to exterminate his beloved queen,
as well as the man who has risked his life in order to
save the king’s. As Haman tries to talk his way out of
the problem, things only get worse.

Esther 7:7-10

7 Then the king arose in his wrath
from the banquet of wine and went
into the palace garden; but Haman
stood before Queen Esther, pleading
for his life, for he saw that evil was
determined against him by the king.

8 When the king returned from the
palace garden to the place of the
banquet of wine, Haman had fallen
across the couch where Esther was.
Then the king said, "Will he also
assault the queen while I am in the
house?"

As the word left the king's mouth, they
covered Haman's face.

9 Now Harbonah, one of the eunuchs,
said to the king, "Look! The gallows,
fifty cubits high, which Haman made
for Mordecai, who spoke good on the
king's behalf, is standing at the house
of Haman."

Then the king said, "Hang him on it!"
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Haman, the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, which he wrote to annihilate
the Jews who are in all the king's
provinces.

6 For how can | endure to see the evil
that will come to my people? Or how
can | endure to see the destruction of
my countrymen?"

10 So they hanged Haman on the
gallows that he had prepared for
Mordecai. Then the king's wrath
subsided.

Then, after it is revealed to the king that Mordechai is
the man who raised the queen, the formerly anti-
Semitic King Ahasuerus gives his signet to Mordechai,
making him the second in command of his realm. Then 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen
Queen Esther begs the king with tears to spare her life, Esther and Mordecai the Jew, "Indeed,
as well as the lives of her people. | have given Esther the house of

Esther 8:2-8

1 On that day King Ahasuerus gave
Queen Esther the house of Haman, the
enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai
came before the king, for Esther had
told how he was related to her.

2 So the king took off his signet ring,
which he had taken from Haman, and
gave it to Mordecai; and Esther
appointed Mordecai over the house of

Haman, and they have hanged him on
the gallows because he tried to lay his
hand on the Jews.

8 You yourselves write a decree
concerning the Jews, as you please, in
the king's name, and seal it with the
king's signet ring; for whatever is
written in the king's name and sealed
with the king's signet ring no one can
revoke."

Haman. Shortly after Pentecost, messengers went forth with a
3 Now Esther spoke again to the king, new decree, that the Jews could defend themselves
fell down at his feet, and implored him against all attackers on the day that they were to be
with tears to counteract the evil of attacked.
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Haman the Agagite, and the scheme
which he had devised against the
Jews.

4 And the king held out the golden
scepter toward Esther. So Esther
arose and stood before the king,

5 and said, "If it pleases the king, and
if I have found favor in his sight and
the thing seems right to the king and |
am pleasing in his eyes, let it be
written to revoke the letters devised by
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Esther 8:10-12

10 And he wrote in the name of King
Ahasuerus, sealed it with the king's
signet ring, and sent letters by
couriers on horseback, riding on royal
horses bred from swift steeds.

11 By these letters the king permitted
the Jews who were in every city to
gather together and protect their lives
— to destroy, Kill, and annihilate all the



When the thirteenth day of the twelfth month came, the

forces of any people or province that
would assault them, both little children
and women, and to plunder their
possessions,

12 on one day in all the provinces of
King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which is the
month of Adar.

Jews’ enemies were overpowered.

Esther 9:1

1 Now in the twelfth month, that is, the
month of Adar, on the thirteenth day,
the time came for the king's command
and his decree to be executed. On the
day that the enemies of the Jews had
hoped to overpower them, the
opposite occurred, in that the Jews
themselves overpowered those who
hated them.

Haman'’s ten sons were also put to death.
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Esther 9:6-14

6 And in Shushan the citadel the Jews
killed and destroyed five hundred men.
7 Also Parshandatha, Dalphon,
Aspatha,

8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,

9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and
Vajezatha —

10 the ten sons of Haman the son of
Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews
— they killed; but they did not lay a
hand on the plunder.

11 On that day the number of those
who were killed in Shushan the citadel
was brought to the king.

12 And the king said to Queen Esther,
"The Jews have killed and destroyed
five hundred men in Shushan the
citadel, and the ten sons of Haman.
What have they done in the rest of the
king's provinces? Now what is your
petition? It shall be granted to you. Or
what is your further request? It shall
be done."

13 Then Esther said, "If it pleases the
king, let it be granted to the Jews who
are in Shushan to do again tomorrow
according to today's decree, and let
Haman's ten sons be hanged on the
gallows."

14 So the king commanded this to be
done; the decree was issued in
Shushan, and they hanged Haman's
ten sons.

In verse thirteen, Ester asks the king to allow the Jews
to defend themselves against their enemies once more,
on the fourteenth day of the month. Yet, Ester also
asks permission to hang Haman’'s ten sons, even
though they were already dead (and even listed by
name in verses seven through nine). Could it be that
the reason Esther wanted to hang their corpses up in
the sun was, in the aftermath of Haman'’s earlier order,
to make it perfectly clear that no one who would mess
with the Jews was safe in King Ahasuerus’ empire?

Some of the Jews were finished defending themselves
on the thirteenth of the month, while others needed an
extra day.
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Esther 9:15-17

15 And the Jews who were in Shushan
gathered together again on the
fourteenth day of the month of Adar
and killed three hundred men at
Shushan; but they did not lay a hand
on the plunder.

16 The remainder of the Jews in the
king's provinces gathered together
and protected their lives, had rest from
their enemies, and killed seventy-five
thousand of their enemies; but they
did not lay a hand on the plunder.

17 This was on the thirteenth day of
the month of Adar. And on the
fourteenth of the month they rested
and made it a day of feasting and
gladness.

18 But the Jews who were at Shushan
assembled together on the thirteenth
day, as well as on the fourteenth; and
on the fifteenth of the month they
rested, and made it a day of feasting
and gladness.

19 Therefore the Jews of the villages
who dwelt in the unwalled towns
celebrated the fourteenth day of the
month of Adar with gladness and
feasting, as a holiday, and for sending
presents to one another.

Esther 9:20-26

20 And Mordecai wrote these things
and sent letters to all the Jews, near
and far, who were in all the provinces
of King Ahasuerus,

21 to establish among them that they
should celebrate yearly the fourteenth
and fifteenth days of the month of
Adar,

22 as the days on which the Jews had
rest from their enemies, as the month
which was turned from sorrow to joy
for them, and from mourning to a
holiday; that they should make them
days of feasting and joy, of sending
presents to one another and gifts to
the poor.

23 So the Jews accepted the custom
which they had begun, as Mordecai
had written to them,

24 because Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy
of all the Jews, had plotted against the
Jews to annihilate them, and had cast
Pur (that is, the lot), to consume them
and destroy them;

25 but when Esther came before the
king, he commanded by letter that this
wicked plot which Haman had devised
against the Jews should return on his
own head, and that he and his sons
should be hanged on the gallows.

26 So they called these days Purim,
after the name Pur (lot).

Because of these things, Mordechai and Esther wrote
to their people, commanding that the fourteenth and
fifteenth days of the twelfth month (‘Adar’) be kept as a
festival forever, in perpetuity, among all the Jews. So we can understand the Babylonian Exile better, let’s

take a closer look at the chronology involved.
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It was the third year of King Ahasuerus’ reign when he
threw his six month long party.

Esther 1:3-4

3 that in the third year of his reign he
made a feast for all his officials and
servants — the powers of Persia and
Media, the nobles, and the princes of
the provinces being before him —

4 when he showed the riches of his
glorious kingdom and the splendor of
his excellent majesty for many days,
one hundred and eighty days in all.

Haman cast the pur (the lot) in the twelfth year of King
Ahasuerus’ reign, to see when the Jews would be most
vulnerable to attack.

Esther 3:7

7 In the first month, which is the
month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of
King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is,
the lot), before Haman to determine
the day and the month, until it fell on
the twelfth month, which is the month
of Adar.

Esther and Mordechai’s new decree allowed the Jews
to defend themselves in the eleventh month of the
twelfth year of king, which was perhaps some nine or
ten years after King Ahasuerus had thrown his great
party. However, it was not until the first year of King
Darius the Mede, the son of Ahasuerus and Esther (not
to be confused with King Darius the Persian), that
Daniel correctly calculated the end of the seventy years
of Exile, as prophesied by Jeremiah.
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Daniel 9:1-3

9:1 In the first year of Darius the son of
Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the
Medes, who was made king over the
realm of the Chaldeans —

2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel,
understood by the books the number
of the years specified by the word of
YHWH through Jeremiah the prophet,
that He would accomplish seventy
years in the desolations of Jerusalem.
3 Then | set my face toward YHWH
Elohim to make request by prayer and
supplications, with fasting, sackcloth,
and ashes.

It was not until the second year of King Darius the
Mede, the son of Queen Esther, that those who had
returned to the Land of Israel were able to resume work
on the Temple.

Ezra 4:24
24 Thus the work of the house of
Elohim which is at Jerusalem ceased,
and it was discontinued until the
second year of the reign of Darius king
of Persia.

The Book of Ezra records how those who had returned
to the Land wrote to the righteous King Darius, asking
his pleasure with regards to the building of the Temple.
King Darius, who may have known he was half Jewish,
responded to those in the Land of Israel with great
favor. He returned all of the temple vessels, and even
paid for the Temple’s reconstruction at royal expense.
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Ezra 6:8-10

8 Moreover | issue a decree as to what
you shall do for the elders of these
Jews, for the building of this house of
Elahah (Elohim): Let the cost be paid
at the king's expense from taxes on
the region beyond the River; this is to
be given immediately to these men, so
that they are not hindered.

9 And whatever they need — young
bulls, rams, and lambs for the burnt
offerings of the Elah of heaven, wheat,
salt, wine, and oil, according to the
request of the priests who are in
Jerusalem — let it be given them day
by day without fail,

10 that they may offer sacrifices of
sweet aroma to the Elah of heaven,
and pray for the life of the king and his
sons.

The rabbis tell us that Amalek is anyone with an
unreasoning hatred for Israel. Further, they tell us that
since YHWH works in patterns, we should expect to
see other shadows of this festival in history. Perhaps
this is why the New York Times displayed the following
headline in October, 1947:

GOERING ENDS LIFE BY POISON, 10 OTHERS
HANGED IN NUREMBERG PRISON FOR NAZI WAR
CRIMES; DOOMED MEN ON GALLOWS PRAY FOR
GERMANY

Julius Streicher was one of the ten condemned men.

He is reported to have shouted "Purimfest 1946!" as
the trap door to the gallows was sprung.
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The ten men were hanged on October 16, 1947. On
the Jewish Calendar this was the twenty first day of the
seventh month (“Tishrei 21”), 5707 on the Rabbinical
Calendar. It was also the seventh day of the Feast of
Sukkot, which the rabbis call Hoshana Rabba. They
claim that this is the day when YHWH’s verdicts on
men are sealed for the coming year.

All of this is very interesting, and it would seem to lend
support for the Festival of Purim, and even for the
Orthodox Jewish Calendar, except for some rather
disturbing facts. First, as we have seen earlier, the
Orthodox Jewish Calendar is a departure from Torah
Calendar. That YHWH may have timed certain world
events to take place on dates that correspond with the
Orthodox Jewish Calendar does not alter the fact that it
is not the calendar YHWH commanded.

Second, and more disturbingly, many scholars see
many close parallels between the festival of Purim and
the New Year’'s Festival that was observed in ancient
Babylon. For example, the Babylonians worshipped
Marduk, the patron elohim of the Babylonian capital,
and the name Esther may be another name for Ishtar
(Easter), whom the Babylonians worshipped as the
‘mother goddess.” In Babylonian mythology, Marduk
and Ishtar are cousins, as are Mordechai and Esther in
the story.

Still other scholars tell us that Purim originated in the
Babylonian New Year’s rites, which existed long before
the Jews were taken into captivity in Babylon. In fact,
the whole story of Esther, including the selection of a
gueen, the parading of a common man dressed up in
royal garments, a fast and the giving of gifts, all occur
in ancient pagan celebrations of the New Year.
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Many Ephraimites have serious reservations about
celebrating any festival which is not either commanded
in the Torah, or witnessed to by the Messiah Himself.
While Hanukkah is also a man-made festival, it is
witnessed to in the Renewed Covenant, and it may
even be that Yeshua was conceived during the
Hanukkah timeframe. However, there is no record of
the Messiah or His apostles ever keeping Purim.

As we explain in Nazarene Israel, one of the many
reasons the Ephraimites were taken into captivity was
for keeping false festival days. Therefore, there are
some Ephraimites who are very wary about keeping
any festival which is not either commanded in Torah, or
witnessed to by the Messiah’s behavior.

One of the reasons this question is so difficult is that it
brings out the long-standing question of which books
really belong in the canon (i.e., Scripture). Some feel
that the Book of Esther does not rightly belong in the
canon, while other books, such as Enoch, do. This
guestion is outside the scope of this present study.

Whether the Book of Esther is true and the man-made
Feast of Purim should be observed, or whether the
Book of Esther is falsified and the Feast of Purim is
better avoided, the Purim story encapsulates the idea
that YHWH Elohim is all-powerful, and that He is able
to alter any situation according to His will. From the
Purim story we learn that the proper response to any
situation of extreme distress is teshuvah: turning to
YHWH, and placing our trust in Him. Even when we
experience intense suffering, deprivation, and years of
hardship, we must not place faith in our own right hand
to save us, but we must first depend completely upon
Him; and only then should we do all we can.
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Going Deeper

As one might expect, the Most High Perfect Elohim has
created multiple layers of symbolism and meaning not
only in His Torah, but also in His Festivals. While a
complete discussion of the significance of the festivals
is outside the scope of this work, let us take a look at
the interrelationships between the spring and the fall
festivals.

In Yoel (Joel) 2:23, YHWH tells us that the latter rains
come in the first month.

el zas 123 1% ) (23)
e glad then, you AL
children of Zion, and min’a ﬂﬁ’?\m:
rejoice in YHWH your D27 YN 3 DION
Elohim, for He has given | NPTNY NN NN
N7 DY) D22 TIN

you the former rain
faithfully, and He will A T
:PYUNID VIPIIN

cause the rain to come
down for you — The
former rain, and the latter
rain in the first (month).

The Land of Israel is semi-tropical, and has essentially
two seasons: a hot dry summer, and a wet winter. In
between these seasons are short temperate periods of
transition, when the Spring and Fall Feasts take place.
Most of the rain in the Land of Israel falls in the winter,
after the Fall Festivals, but before the Passover. Later
we will see symbolic aspects of this as well.
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Scripture speaks of the early rains, and the latter rains.
From a Western-Roman standpoint, one might think
the earlier rains fall in the spring, and the latter rains fall
in autumn. However, when we realize that the Hebrew
year does not start until the spring, and that the Land of
Israel is then normally sunny for at least six months, we
see that the ‘earlier’ rains actually fall after the Fall
Festival season, and the ‘latter’ rains fall just before the
Passover, in the first month.

But when is rain more than just rain? In Joel 2:23, the
word for the early ‘rain’ is N7 (moreh), which is also
the word for a teacher, or a teaching (i.e., instruction).

OT:4175 mowreh (mo-reh’); from
OT:3384; an archer; also teacher or
teaching; also the early rain [see
OT:3138]:

The word for the latter rains is malgosh (Vyp71), which
translates figuratively as ‘eloquence.’

OT:4456 malgowsh (mal-koshe'); from
OT:3953; the spring rain (compare
OT:3954); figuratively, eloquence:

YHWH says, then, that He will give His teachings and
His eloquence at the times of the early and the latter
rains, which come just before the Spring festivals, and
after the Fall Festivals.

But if YHWH gives instruction and eloguence at His
festival times, are there other relationships between His
feasts? Other relationships turn up if we match up
these festivals and their associated traditions side-by-
side, reading from left to right.
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Spring Festivals > > > > > > Fall Festivals

[Rabbinical Tu B’'Shevat]
[Traditional Jewish New
Year for Trees]

Purim (before Pesach)
The bride-to-be is tested,
and turns back to Him.

Yom Teruah (Trumpets)

The Bridegroom comes for

His bride

Yom HaKippurim (can
also be translated, “a Day
like the Purim”)

Traditionally celebrated by The bride-to-be is taken in

eating and drinking, and
then starting to cleanse
one’s house of leaven

Pesach and Unleavened
Bread. A one day feast
followed by a seven day

feast. All native Israelites

must eat unleavened
bread

Pentecost (Shavuot)
Traditionally, the bride
was given the Torah on

this day as a marital

covenant (ketubah).

Second Passover
A second opportunity to
celebrate Passover, for
those who were unclean
at the first Passover

Physical renewal
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marriage.
No eating, drinking, or any
other pleasures of the
flesh.

Sukkot and Shemini
Atzeret. A seven day
feast followed by a one
day feast. All native
Israelites must dwell in
sukkot.

[Shemini Atzeret]
[Traditionally, the bride
rejoices, from whence the
tradition of ‘Simchat
Torah’ comes]

Chanukah
Originally established as a
‘second sukkot’, since the
Maccabees were fighting
the Greeks during Sukkot.

Spiritual renewal



Additionally, there are parallels between the first and

the seventh months.

First Month (Aviv) > > > > > > Seventh Month

Day 1
The Tabernacle was put
into service on the first
day of the first month
(reference Exodus 40:2)

Day 10
The Passover Lamb is
chosen

Day 10
The Feast of the Passover
and Unleavened Bread
basically begins here, and
five days later, Israel will
be freed from bondage

Day 10
Israel enters the Promised
Land (Joshua 4:9)

Day 14/15
YHWH's people enter
inside their houses for

protection

Day 15
Israel begins dwelling in
Sukkot while traveling in
the Wilderness of Sinai
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Day 1
Traditionally, Yeshua our
Temple, will return on the
first day of the first month

(Yom Teruah)

Day 10
Two goats are chosen,
one for YHWH, and one
for Azazel (Satan).

Day 10
Jubilee (‘Release’) is
declared, when Israelite
slaves are released from
bondage, and property
returns to its owner

Day 10
High Sabbath of rest

Day 15
YHWH's people enter into
their sukkot for protection

Day 15
Israel dwells in Sukkot for
protection while living in
the Promised Land

Day 14/15 Day 15
Yeshua dies Yeshua is born

Day 14-22 Day 14-22
Israel eats unleavened Israel lives in sukkot
bread
Day 15 Day 15

Pilgrimage festival Pilgrimage festival
Day 15 Day 15
Opening harvest. Omer Final harvest. The Four
Count Begins Species are waved before
YHWH
Ripening of grains Ripening of grapes and
olives

But why does YHWH not give all of the commandments
regarding the festivals in one place, so we can
understand what He wants more easily? The answer is
that there are hidden messages in how the commands
are laid out within the Torah.
Pilgrimage Feasts Days of Judgment
(Traditional)
Exodus 23:14-19
Exodus 34:18-26
Deuteronomy 16:1-17

Passover/Unleavened Yom Teruah (Trumpets)

Pentecost/Weeks Yom Kippur (Atonements)

Sukkot/Tabernacles Shemini Atzeret
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In Exodus and Deuteronomy, the date of the festival is
not given with regards to its numerical or ordinal date,
but with regards to the agricultural season and the
harvests. This is why the tithe is mentioned in these
places is that the tithe was historically timed to the
animal and vegetable harvests of the land.

Shemote (Exodus) 23:14-19

14 "Three times you shall keep a feast
to Me in the year:

15 You shall keep the Feast of
Unleavened Bread (you shall eat
unleavened bread seven days, as |
commanded you, at the time appointed
in the month of the Aviv, for in it you
came out of Egypt; none shall appear
before Me empty);

16 and the Feast of Harvest, the
firstfruits of your labors which you
have sown in the field; and the Feast
of Ingathering at the end of the year,
when you have gathered in the fruit of
your labors from the field.

17 "Three times in the year all your
males shall appear before YHWH
Elohim.

18 "You shall not offer the blood of My
sacrifice with leavened bread; nor
shall the fat of My sacrifice remain
until morning.

19 The first of the firstfruits of your
land you shall bring into the house of
YHWH your Elohim. You shall not boil
ayoung goat in its mother's milk.
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Exodus 34:18-24 gives us a similar set of commands,
with the dates also being set with regards to the

firstfruits of the land, both animal and vegetable.

284

Shemote (Exodus) 34:18-26

18 "The Feast of Unleavened Bread
you shall keep. Seven days you shall
eat unleavened bread, as I
commanded you, in the appointed time
of the month of the Aviv; for in the
month of the Aviv you came out from
Egypt.

19 "All that open the womb are Mine,
and every male firstborn among your
livestock, whether ox or sheep.

20 But the firstborn of a donkey you
shall redeem with a lamb. And if you
will not redeem him, then you shall
break his neck. All the firstborn of
your sons you shall redeem. And
none shall appear before Me empty-
handed.

21 "Six days you shall work, but on the
seventh day you shall rest; in_plowing
time and in_harvest you shall rest.

22 "And you shall observe the Feast of
Weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat
harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering
at the year's end.

23 "Three times in the year all your
men shall appear before the Adon,
YHWH Elohim of Israel.

24 For | will cast out the nations before
you and enlarge your borders; neither
will any man covet your land when you
go up to appear before YHWH your
Elohim three times in the year.




Deuteronomy 16:1-15 follows this same pattern, by
making reference to the animal and vegetable fruits of

25 "You shall not offer the blood of My
sacrifice with leaven, nor shall the
sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover
be left until morning.

26 "The first of the firstfruits of your
land you shall bring to the house of
YHWH your Elohim. You shall not boil
ayoung goat in its mother's milk."

the land, and the harvest seasons.
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Devarim (Deuteronomy) 16:1-15

1 "Observe the month of the Aviv, and
keep the Passover to YHWH your
Elohim, for in the month of the Aviv

YHWH your Elohim brought you out of
Egypt by night.

2 Therefore you shall sacrifice the
Passover to YHWH your Elohim, from
the flock and the herd, in the place
where YHWH chooses to put His
name.

3 You shall eat no leavened bread with
it; seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread with it, that is, the
bread of affliction (for you came out of
the land of Egypt in haste), that you
may remember the day in which you
came out of the land of Egypt all the
days of your life.

4 And no leaven shall be seen among
you in all your territory for seven days,
nor shall any of the meat which you
sacrifice the first day at twilight remain
overnight until morning.
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5 "You may not sacrifice the Passover
within any of your gates which YHWH
your Elohim gives you,;

6 but at the place where YHWH your
Elohim chooses to make His name
abide, there you shall sacrifice the
Passover at twilight, at the going down
of the sun, at the time you came out of
Egypt.

7 And you shall roast and eat it in the
place which YHWH your Elohim
chooses, and in the morning you shall
turn and go to your tents.

8 Six days you shall eat unleavened
bread, and on the seventh day there
shall be a sacred assembly to YHWH
your Elohim. You shall do no work on
it.

9 "You shall count seven weeks for
yourself; begin to count the seven
weeks from the time you begin to put
the sickle to the grain.

10 Then you shall keep the Feast of
Weeks to YHWH your Elohim with the
tribute of a freewill offering from your
hand, which you shall give as YHWH
your Elohim blesses you.

11 You shall rejoice before YHWH your
Elohim, you and your son and your
daughter, your male servant and your
female servant, the Levite who is
within your gates, the stranger and the
fatherless and the widow who are
among you, at the place where YHWH
your Elohim chooses to make His
name abide.




12 And you shall remember that you
were a slave in Egypt, and you shall be
careful to observe these statutes.

13 "You shall observe the Feast of
Tabernacles seven days, when you
have gathered from your threshing
floor and from your winepress.

14 And you shall rejoice in your feast,
you and your son and your daughter,
your male servant and your female
servant and the Levite, the stranger
and the fatherless and the widow, who
are within your gates.

15 Seven days you shall keep a sacred
feast to YHWH your Elohim in the
place which YHWH chooses, because
YHWH your Elohim will bless you in all
your produce and in all the work of
your hands, so that you surely rejoice.

Notice also how the festivals line up with what most
Westerners living in temperate climes would typically
call spring, summer, and fall. However, since there are
really only two seasons in the Land of Israel, these
dates actually line up with the ripening of the crops at
the start of summer, mid-summer, and then the
transition at the summer’s end.

Pilgrimage Festival Season
Passover/Unleavened Start-of-summer transition
Mid-summer

Shavuot/Pentecost

Sukkot/Tabernacles End-of-summer transition
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However, while Exodus and Deuteronomy describe the
feasts in relation to the agricultural harvests, Leviticus
and Numbers simply tell us what month and day they
should be held in. However, Leviticus and Numbers do
give us the offerings the priests are to make in the
Temple. If we study these offerings side by side, in a
chart, we can begin to see some interesting parallels.
First we will look at Numbers 25:10 thru 30:1.

Feast Numbers 25:10 - 30:1
(Parasha Pinchas)

2 bulls, 1 ram
7 male lambs,
1 male goat

Passover/Unleavened
15" day of the 1% month

2 bulls, 1 ram
7 male lambs,

Shavuot/Pentecost
50 days after the First Day

of the Week after Pesach 1 male goat
Yom Teruah (Trumpets) 1 bull, 1 ram
1% day of the 7™ month 7 male lambs,
1 male goat

Yom Kippur (Atonements) 1 bull, 1 ram
10" day of the 7" month 7 male lambs,
1 male goat

(plus one for Azazel)

13 bulls, 2 rams,
14 male lambs,

Sukkot (Tabernacles)
15" day of the 7" month

Day 1 1 male goat
Day 2 12 bulls, 2 rams,
14 male lambs,

1 male goat
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Day 3 11 bulls, 2 rams,
14 male lambs,
1 male goat

Day 4 10 bulls, 2 rams,
14 male lambs,
1 male goat

Day 5 9 bulls, 2 rams,
14 male lambs,
1 male goat

Day 6 8 bulls, 2 rams,
14 male lambs,
1 male goat

Day 7 7 bulls, 2 rams,
14 male lambs,
1 male goat

Shemini Atzeret 1 bull, 1 ram,
(Assembly of the Eighth) 7 male lambs,
Day 8 1 male goat

Leviticus 23 (in Parasha Emor) is unique. It not only
tells us what unigue commandments are associated
with each festival, but it also tells us which agricultural
season each one of these special commandments falls
into.

Feast Special Season
Command

Unleavened Wave Sheaf Leviticus 23:10 "When

Bread (Omer) you enter the Land...
and harvest the grain
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Shavuot Specially Leviticus 23:16 "...
(Pentecost) leavened count seven weeks,
(Weeks) loaves of then... you shall bring
wheat bread. a new grain
offering...."
Yom Teruah Blowing the
(Trumpets) shofar
Yom Kippurim  Afflicting one’s
(Atonements) soul
Sukkot Waving the Leviticus 23:39-40 "...

(Tabernacles) four species: when you gather the
Lulav, etrog,  produce of the land...

etc. and you shall take on
the first day a goodly
fruit...."

We do not really know why YHWH does not give us all
the commandments regarding the festivals all neatly in
one place. However, we do know that there are many
layers of spiritual implications to His timing.

Israel's physical redemption from slavery in Egypt
came in the spring. The springtime is also when Israel
crossed the Jordan River, to enter the Land of Israel.

Spring is an interesting time. While some crops (such
as barley) do grow and mature in winter, most crops lay
dormant in the winter, and only begin to experience
renewed growth in the spring. In much the same way,
while YHWH does have some servants who may
flourish and grow in the ‘winter’ (or in the ‘Wilderness’)
the majority of Israelites need the warmth of spring
before they can begin to grow and flourish.
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However, just as spring only begins the onset of plant
growth, we must also realize that our acceptance of
Yeshua only begins the onset of our spiritual growth.
Just as plant and animal life is also tenuous, salvation
also is far from being certain. Each one of us needs to
continue to work out his salvation in fear, and in
trembling before the Father.

Kepha Aleph (1°' Peter) 1:17-19

17 And if you call on the Father, who
without partiality judges according to
each one's work, conduct yourselves
throughout the time of your stay here
in fear;

18 knowing that you were not
redeemed with corruptible things, like
silver or gold, from your aimless
conduct received by tradition from
your fathers,

19 but with the precious blood of
Messiah, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot.

Tradition holds the Messiah will return on Yom Teruah,
at the end of the growing season, which is referred to
as ‘the day and the hour which no man knows.’

Mattai (Matthew) 24:36

36 "But of that day and hour no one
knows, not even the angels of heaven,
but My Father only.

Revelation also seems to imply that Messiah will return
at the time of the Fall Harvests, which is when the
grapes and the olives come ripe. Some among Israel
will have reached a similar state of maturity then.
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Gilyana (Revelation) 14:17-19

17 Then another angel came out of the
temple which is in heaven, he also
having a sharp sickle.

18 And another angel came out from
the altar, who had power over fire, and
he cried with a loud cry to him who
had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust
in your sharp sickle and gather the
clusters of the vine of the earth, for her
grapes are fully ripe."

19 So the angel thrust his sickle into
the earth and gathered the vine of the
earth, and threw it into the great
winepress of the wrath of Elohim.

Just as grapes and olives have but one short season in
which to mature and come ready for the harvest, we
also have just one short lifetime in order to become fit
and worthy companions and attendants for the King
above all kings. Let us seize the opportunity, knowing
that we must work while it is still day, for soon the night
will come, when no man can work.

Let us prepare ourselves for Him, and be ready before
Him when He comes.
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The ‘Seventy Week Ministry’ Theory

Traditional theology tells us Yeshua's ministry lasted
for some 3-1/2 years, from the fall festival season (e.qg.,
Yom Kippur) to Yeshua’s sacrifice at the Passover in
the spring. As we saw before, Yeshua was probably
killed on the 4™ day of the week (i.e., a Wednesday),
and was raised three days later, either on the Sabbath,
or on the transition between the Sabbath and the first
day of the week. This would fit Daniel 9:27, which tells
us the Messiah was to be cut off in the middle of the
week (Y1297 2¥0)).

Daniel 9:24-27

24 "Seventy weeks (of
years) are determined for
your people and for your
set-apart city, to finish the
transgression, to make an
end of sins, to make
reconciliation for iniquity,
to bring in everlasting
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sixty-two weeks. The
street shall be built again,
and the wall, even in
troublesome times.

26 "And after the sixty-two
weeks, Messiah shall be
cut off, but not for Himself;
and the people of the
prince who is to come
shall destroy the city and
the sanctuary. The end of
it shall be with a flood, and
till the end of the war
desolations are
determined.

27 Then he shall confirm a
covenant with many for
one week; but in the
middle of the week He
shall bring an end to
sacrifice and offering. And
on the wing of
abominations shall be one
who makes desolate, even
until the consummation,
which is determined, is
poured out on the
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righteousness, to seal up
vision and prophecy, and
to anoint the Most Set-
apart.

25 "Know therefore and
understand, that from the
going forth of the
command to restore and
build Jerusalem until
Messiah the Prince, there
shall be seven weeks and
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desolate.”
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Verse 24 speaks of “seventy weeks” being determined
for the Jews and for Jerusalem. Traditional scholarship
tells us that this phrase refers to ‘seventy weeks of
years’, or seventy times seven years (490 years).
Then, as we also explain in the Nazarene Israel study,
when verse 25 then speaks of “seven weeks and sixty-
two weeks”, it refers to sixty nine ‘weeks of years’, or
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483 years. This was how many years there would be
from the time when the Jews returned from the Exile in
Babylon until “Messiah the Prince” (Yeshua) would
come.

According to most historical accounts, the command for
the Jews to return to Babylon was given in
approximately 457 BCE. After four hundred and ninety
years we reach approximately 26 CE, which is when
many scholars believe Yeshua’'s ministry began. The
guestion at hand, however, is whether Yeshua’'s
ministry lasted for three-and-a-half years, or whether it
lasted only for seventy weeks. Both sides make a
good argument.

Proponents of a three-and-one-half year ministry tell us
that when verse 27 tells us that Yeshua would make a
covenant for one week, it meant seven years (seven
being a number signifying perfection, and completion).
However, when Yeshua was cut off in the middle of the
week (bringing and end to sacrifice and offering in the
Temple), it meant not only that He was killed on the 4™
day of the week, but also that He was cut off at the 3-
1/2 year mark of what should have been a seven-year
ministry.

27 Then he shall confirm a covenant
with many for one week; but in the
middle of the week He shall bring an
end to sacrifice and offering.

However, there is also a case to be made for a seventy
week ministry. The themes of ‘seventy’ and ‘seven’ run
all throughout Scripture, with Yeshua even using the
phrase ‘seventy times seven’ to illustrate the concept of
perfection with (regards to forgiveness).
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Mattithyahu (Matthew) 18:21-22

21 Then Kepha (Peter) came to Him
and said, "Adon, how often shall my
brother sin against me, and | forgive
him? Up to seven times?"

22 Yeshua said to him, "l do not say to
you, up to seven times, but up to
seventy times seven.

Some scholars feel it makes more sense that Yeshua's
ministry lasted seventy weeks, than three-and-one-half
years. In order to demonstrate their argument, we will
follow the chronology in the Book of Yochanan (John).

In John Chapter One we meet Yochanan HaMatbil
(John the Immerser/John the Baptist), who testifies that
Yeshua is the Son of Elohim. As we will see later, this
is probably the same general timeframe that Yeshua
was immersed, and that the Spirit descended upon
Him, and His ministry began.

Yochanan (John) 1:29-34

29 The next day Yochanan saw Yeshua
coming toward him, and said, "Behold!
The Lamb of Elohim who takes away
the sin of the world!

30 This is He of whom | said, 'After me
comes a Man who is preferred before
me, for He was before me.’

31 | did not know Him; but that He
should be revealed to Israel, therefore
| came baptizing with water."

32 And John bore witness, saying, "I
saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and He remained upon
Him.
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33 1 did not know Him, but He who sent
me to baptize with water said to me,
‘Upon whom you see the Spirit
descending, and remaining on Him,
this is He who baptizes with the Ruach
HaQodesh (Holy Spirit).’

34 And | have seen and testified that
this is the Son of Elohim."

We know from the synoptic accounts (Matthew, Mark,
and Luke) that Yeshua was then in the wilderness forty
days and forty nights. However, according to the
Seventy Week Ministry Theory, the sequence of events
follows the festivals, and progresses quickly.

At the start of John Chapter Two, Yeshua turns water
into wine and then goes to Kephar Nahum
(Capernaum) for a few days.

Yochanan (John) 2:12

12 After this He went down to
Capernaum, He, His mother, His
brothers, and His disciples; and they
did not stay there many days.

Next, Yeshua went up to Jerusalem for the Passover.

Yochanan (John) 2:13

13 Now the Passover of the Jews was
at hand, and Yeshua went up to
Jerusalem.

Yeshua stays in the Jerusalem area all during John
Chapter Two, and is still in Jerusalem in John Chapter
Three. There He meets with Nicodemus, and explains
that one needs to be born again spiritually.
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Yochanan (John) 3:1-3

1 There was a man of the Pharisees
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
2 This man came to Yeshua by night
and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that
You are a teacher come from Elohim;
for no one can do these signs that You
do unless Elohim is with him."

3 Yeshua answered and said to him,
"Most assuredly, | say to you, unless
one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of Elohim."

In John Chapter Four, Yeshua leaves Jerusalem and
heads north for the Galilee by way of Samaria. It is at
this time He meets the Woman at the Well.

Yochanan (John) 4:3-4

3 He left Judea and departed again to
Galilee.

4 But He needed to go through
Samaria.

5 So He came to a city of Samaria
which is called Sychar, near the plot of
ground that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph.

6 Now Jacob's well was there. Yeshua
therefore, being wearied from His
journey, sat thus by the well. It was
about the sixth hour.

Yeshua then witnesses to the townspeople for two
more days, and then departs.

Yochanan (John) 4:43
43 Now after the two days He departed
from there and went to Galilee.
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Once Yeshua reaches the Galilee, He performs two
miracles, including raising a certain nobleman’s dead
son.

Yochanan (John) 4:52-54

52 Then he inquired of them the hour
when he got better. And they said to
him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour
the fever left him."

53 So the father knew that it was at the
same hour in which Yeshua said to
him, "Your son lives." And he himself
believed, and his whole household.

54 This again is the second sign
Yeshua did when He had come out of
Judea into Galilee.

Then in Chapter Five it is time for the next feast, which
according to the Seventy Week Ministry Theory would
have been Shavuot (Pentecost).

Yochanan (John) 5:1

5:1 After this there was a feast of the
Jews, and Yeshua went up to
Jerusalem.

Proponents of a three-and-one-half year ministry
dispute that this was Pentecost. They emphasize that
Scripture does not say which feast this was. This
becomes a critical point in John Chatper Six, where
most Greek translations (and also the Peshitta) tell us
that it was almost time for the Passover.

Yochanan (John) 6:4-6
4 Now the Passover, a feast of the
Jews, was near.
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5 Then Yeshua lifted up His eyes, and
seeing a great multitude coming
toward Him, He said to Philip, "Where
shall we buy bread, that these may
eat?"

6 But this He said to test him, for He
Himself knew what He would do.

If it was feast time, ordinarily we would expect to see
Yeshua heading for Jerusalem. Traditional scholarship
tells us the reason Yeshua did not go up to Jerusalem
was that the Pharisees were seeking to kill Him, and it
was not yet His time to be sacrificed. However, this is
precisely the point where proponents of a Seventy
Week Ministry take issue. Those advocating a Seventy
Week Ministry agree that the Pharisees were seeking
Yeshua’s life (see John 7:1), but they also point out
that verse 4 does not exist in many of the most ancient
Greek texts. Therefore they argue that it does not
belong there, and it cannot be used as the foundation
for doctrine. (John 6:4 does appear in the Peshitta:
however, at the time of this writing, while | believe in a
Semitic inspiration, | no longer believe that the Peshitta
is the originally inspired text.)

It seems plausible that John 6:4 was added to the text
later. There are other known and suspected alterations
and emendations to Scripture, both in the Tanach (the
‘Old Covenant’) and the Brit Chadasha (the Renewed
Covenant). Some other known or suspected passages
that are absent in some of the most ancient
manuscripts include Mark 16:9-20, John 7:53-8:11, 1%
John 5:7-8, and others. Further, if one removes the
reference to the Passover at John 6:4 the Seventy
Week Ministry Theory seems to make perfect sense:
John appears to be chronicling Yeshua’'s ministry after
the timing of the Israelite festivals.
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If John 6:4 originally read “Now a feast of the Jews was
near”, could that feast have been Yom Teruah (the Day
of Trumpets)? And if so, then could it be that the
Transfiguration on the Mount took place ten days later
(on Yom Kippur)?

Margaus (Mark) 9:1-6

1 And He said to them, "Assuredly, |
say to you that there are some
standing here who will not taste death
till they see the kingdom of Elohim
present with power."

2 Now after six days Yeshua took
Kepha, Yaakov and Yochanan, and led
them up on a high mountain apart by
themselves; and He was transfigured
before them.

3 His clothes became shining,
exceedingly white, like snow, such as
no launderer on earth can whiten
them.

4 And Eliyahu (Elijah) appeared to
them with Moshe (Moses), and they
were talking with Yeshua.

5 Then Kepha answered and said to
Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be
here; and let us make three
tabernacles: one for You, one for
Moshe, and one for Eliyahu" —

6 because he did not know what to
say, for they were greatly afraid.

And is it possible that the reason Kepha suggested that
they make three tabernacles in Galilee was because
the Pharisees in Jerusalem sought to kill Him, and it
was not yet His time to be sacrificed?
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Yochanan (John) 7:1-2

1 After these things Yeshua walked in
Galilee; for He did not want to walk in
Judea, because the Jews sought to kill
Him.

2 Now the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles
was at hand.

John then tells us that Yeshua went up to the feast, but
in secret (John 7:10). Upon His arrival, Yeshua breaks
a large number of rabbinic ‘fence laws’ (tachanot and
ma’asim) by healing people on the Sabbath. Because
Yeshua breaks these man-made fence laws (without
ever breaking YHWH's Torah), the Pharisees wrongly
declared that He was not of Elohim, since in the
Pharisaic/Orthodox mind, breaking rabbinic tradition is
the same as breaking YHWH'’s Torah.

Yochanan (John) 9:13-16

13 They brought him who formerly was
blind to the Pharisees.

14 Now it was a Sabbath when Yeshua
made the clay and opened his eyes.

15 Then the Pharisees also asked him
again how he had received his sight.
He said to them, "He put clay on my
eyes, and | washed, and | see.”

16 Therefore some of the Pharisees
said, "This Man is not from Elohim,
because He does not keep the
Sabbath."

A few months later it is time for the Feast of Dedication

(Hanukkah). Yeshua goes up to Jerusalem, and shows
that He is the light of the world.
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Yochanan (John) 10:22
22 Now it was the Feast of Dedication
in Jerusalem, and it was winter.

So far the sequence has been following the festivals.
Now Yeshua gets ready to go up to Jerusalem for the
final Passover, at which He is offered up in sacrifice.

Yochanan (John) 11:55-57

55 And the Passover of the Jews was
near, and many went from the country
up to Jerusalem before the Passover,
to purify themselves.

56 Then they sought Yeshua, and
spoke among themselves as they
stood in the temple, "What do you
think — that He will not come to the
feast?"

57 Now both the chief priests and the
Pharisees had given a command, that
if anyone knew where He was, he
should report it, that they might seize
Him.

The concept that John chronicled a seventy week
period of time, following the festivals as milestones
seems to make a lot of sense, provided that John 6:4 is
understood to be a later addition to the text.

Yochanan (John) 6:4-6

4 Now the Passover, a feast of the
Jews, was near.

5 Then Yeshua lifted up His eyes, and
seeing a great multitude coming
toward Him, He said to Philip, "Where
shall we buy bread, that these may
eat?"
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6 But this He said to test him, for He
Himself knew what He would do.

But why would anyone alter Scripture? What would be
their motivation? Consider that if John 6:4 was added
to the text, then it would not only strengthen the idea of
a three-and-one-half year ministry, but it would also
seem to support the idea that Yeshua did not keep the
Torah. The Torah commands all males to go up to
Jerusalem three times a year (e.g., Deuteronomy 16),
and if Yeshua had stayed in the Galilee during the
Feast of the Passover, then He would have given us all
an example of knowingly violating the Torah, proving
that the Torah was not really all that important (Elohim
forbid).

While the ‘Seventy Weeks’ concept is very appealing, it
is not without challenges. As we saw earlier in the
chapter on the Jubilees, Luke 3:21-23 tells us that
Yeshua’'s ministry began shortly after He was
immersed, when He was about thirty years of age.

Luga (Luke) 3:21-23

21 When all the people were
immersed, it came to pass that Yeshua
also was immersed; and while He
prayed, the heaven was opened.

22 And the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy
Spirit) descended in bodily form like a
dove upon Him, and a voice came from
heaven which said, "You are My
beloved Son; in You | am well
pleased.”

23 Now Yeshua Himself began His
ministry at about thirty years of age....
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In Judaism, it is traditional to take a mikveh (immerse
or ‘baptise’ oneself) just before Yom Kippur, as Yom
Kippur is the most set-apart day of the year. Notice
also that Yom Kippur falls only five days before the fall
feast of Sukkot (Tabernacles). As we show in the
chapter on Hanukkah, Yeshua was probably born on
the first day of the Feast of Sukkot (Tabernacles). If
Yeshua’s immersion took place the day before Yom
Kippur, then Yeshua would have been *“about thirty
years of age” when He began His ministry. However, it
takes a minimum of seventy-three, and easily seventy-
six weeks to go from Yom Kippur one year to Passover
two years later, depending on the sighting of the Aviv
barley and the new moons.

Further, Daniel 9:24 says nothing about Yeshua’s
ministry lasting for seventy weeks, and there are no
obvious prophetic implications for a ‘Seventy Week’
ministry. Daniel only says there would be seventy
weeks of years in between the time the command went
forth to rebuild Jerusalem (circa 457 BCE), until
Messiah the Prince appeared and began His ministry: it
says nothing about its duration.
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About Birthdays

While many believe birthday celebrations are harmless,
this is the exact opposite of what Scripture teaches. In
fact, with the possible exception of Yeshua's birth,
Scripture never celebrates birthdays.

While the Book of lyov (Job) tells us that lyov was a
righteous man, it also tells us that Ilyov's children
celebrated their birthdays.

lyov (Job) 1:4-5

4 And his sons went and held a feast
in the house of each one upon his day;
and they sent and called for their three
sisters to eat and to drink with them.

5 And it was so, when the days of their
feasting were gone about, that lyov
sent and set them apart, and rose up
early in the morning, and offered
burnt-offerings according to the
number of them all: for lyov said, “It
may be that my sons have sinned, and
renounced Elohim in their hearts.”
Thus did lyov continually.

Notice that rather than telling us that these birthday
celebrations were a good thing, we see that lyov took
pains to sacrifice on his children’s behalf, since he was
concerned that their decision to celebrate their own
birthdays may have been a sin, and that it may also
have served as an indication that lyov’s son’s had
renounced Elohim in their hearts.
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YHWH allowed Satan to take lyov’s children’s lives.

lyov (Job) 1:18-19

18 While he was yet speaking, there
came also another, and said, “Your
sons and your daughters were eating
and drinking wine in their eldest
brother's house;

19 And, behold, there came a great
wind (i.e., a great Spirit) from the
wilderness, and smote the four
corners of the house, and it fell upon
the young men, and they are dead; and
| only am escaped alone to tell you.”

Is it possible that the reason YHWH allowed Satan to
take Iyov’s children’s lives was precisely because the
desire to celebrate birthdays really does indicate a
wrong spiritual condition? Is it possible that for one to
celebrate one’s birthday is really to exalt oneself in
one’s heart, and that lyov equated exalting oneself in
one’s heart with having renounced Elohim?

Mattai (Matthew) 22:37-40

37 Yeshua said to him, ""You shall love
YHWH your Elohim with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your

mind.'
38 This is the first and great
commandment.

39 And the second is like it: "You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.'

40 On these two commandments hang
all the Law and the Prophets."

The first and the great commandment is to love YHWH

our Elohim with all of our heart, soul, and mind; and the
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second is like unto it: that we love our neighbors as
ourselves. However, if lyov’s sons were truly dedicated
towards loving and serving YHWH, and building His
kingdom with all of their hearts, souls and minds, then
why would they have wanted to take the time to
celebrate their birthdays in the first place? What does
it do for YHWH? And how does it further His kingdom?

Pharaoh celebrated his own birthday.

B’reisheet (Genesis) 40:20

And it came to pass the third day,
which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he
made a feast unto all his servants: and
he lifted up the head of the chief butler
and the head of the chief baker among
his servants.

Pharaoh, however, is not our example; and we are not
supposed to walk like the Egyptians walk.

King Herod also celebrated his own day. However,
once again, King Herod is not our example, and this
birthday celebration led to the death of Yochanan
haMatbil (John the Baptist).

Marqaus (Mark) 6:21-24

21 And when a convenient day was
come, that Herod on his birthday made
a supper to his lords, and the high
captains, and the chief men of Galilee;
22 And when the daughter of Herodias
herself came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and them that sat at
meat with him; and the king said unto
the damsel, “Ask of me whatsoever
you will, and I will give it to you.”
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23 And he swore unto  her,
“Whatsoever you shall ask of me, | will
give it to you, up to half of my
kingdom.”

24 And she went out, and said unto
her mother, “What shall | ask?” And
she said, “The head of Yochanan
haMatbil (John the Baptist).”

While he was still alive, Yochanan haMatbil told us
something very important. He told us that in order for
the Father’s will to be done, he had to decrease.

Yochanan (John) 3:30
30 He must increase, while | must
decrease.

What does it mean that in order for the Father’s will to
be done, Yochanan had to decrease? And what does
this mean to us? Do we have to decrease as well, in
order for YHWH wiill to be done in our lives? And if so,
what does that look like?

Human nature is very prideful. It is the nature of man
to want to think more highly of himself than he ought,
and this is why the Apostle Shaul warned us that we
should not think highly of ourselves.

Romim (Romans) 12:3

3 For | say, through the favor given to
me, to everyone who is among you,
not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think, but to think
soberly, as Elohim has dealt to each
one a measure of faith.

Shaul instructed us to have a lowly mind.
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Philipim (Philippians) 2:3

3 Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better
than himself.

One reason most children like birthday celebrations so
much is that most children like to be the center of
attention. The flesh finds it very pleasing to be exalted.
While we might think that the best course of behavior is
to let children go ahead and celebrate their birthdays,
in order to ‘get it out of their systems’, in truth, we need
to raise up our children in the way they should go, so
that when they are older they will not depart from the
correct path.

Mishle (Proverbs) 22:6

6 Train up a child in the way he should
go, and when he is old he will not
depart from it.

One of the more difficult parts of parenting children
correctly is to teach them, gently, lovingly and over
time, to focus less and less upon what they want, and
to focus more and more upon YHWH's will for them,
and upon the needs of others. This learning process
can take years, but it is the quintessence of helping
children grow into mature, stable adults. Only adults
who are able to put away pride, ego and selfishness
are able to enter into the the kind of stable relationships
that it takes to raise healthy children in turn.

Israel is really just one big extended family, and all of
us are called first to be aware of our innate selfish
tendencies, and then to die to them, so that we can
better seek His will for us (rather than our own will).
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Anton LaVey, the modern day founder of the Church of
Satan, tells us that the highest of all holidays in the
satanic religion is one’s own birthday.

“THE highest of all holidays in the
Satanic religion is the date of one’s
own birthday. This is in direct
contradiction to the holy of holy days
of other religions, which deify a
particular god who has been created in
an anthropomorphic form of their own
image, thereby showing that the ego is
not really buried.”

The Satanic Bible (Anton Szandor
LaVey, [Air] Book of Lucifer — The
Enlightenment, Avon Books, 1969, Ch
Xl, Religious Holidays, p. 96).

LaVey asserts that the reason other religions’ deities
have a human form is that human beings like to project
their traits upon their deities, which he takes as proof
that no one’s ego is ever really buried. According to his
line of reasoning, since no one’s ego is ever really
buried, the logical thing is just to realize that it is the
nature of all flesh to want to worship the self (i.e., to be
selfish), and then just to give in to one’s urges.

We might turn this thought process around, and say
that while the desire to celebrate one’s own birthday
does serve as an indicator that one still wants to exalt
one’s own self, and while this desire does represent a
victory for the Evil One, this does not serve as any kind
of a justification for giving in to one’s urges. Rather, we
should pray to YHWH for help in controlling our selfish
urges, and also in being set free from them (with His
help).
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Yeshua was probably born on the first day of the Feast
of Tabernacles, but neither He nor any of His apostles
are ever recorded as having celebrated it as His
birthday. Yeshua and His apostles just continued to
celebrate YHWH's festival as they always did, and thus
the focus remained on keeping YHWH's festivals, and
not on celebrating anyone’s birthday (not even
Yeshua’s).

So while there is no clear-cut commandment not to
celebrate our birthdays, let us remember that the
righteous man lyob (Job) feared that his sons’ birthday
celebrations were a sign that his sons had sinned, and
despised Elohim in their hearts.

Let us also bear in mind that King Solomon, who at
least at one time was the wisest man who had ever
lived, tells us that not only is a good name better than
precious oil, but that the day of one’s death is better
than the day of one’s birth.

Qohelet (Ecclesiastes) 7:1
1 A good name is better than precious
oil; and the day of death (is better)
than the day of one's birth.

If this is the case, then why should we celebrate our
birthdays? Or for that matter, why should we celebrate
any day that our Master has not commanded us to
celebrate?

If we truly love our Husband, then why not spend all of

our time focusing on Him, and on His people, rather
than on ourselves?

312



About ‘Service’

YHWH tells us not to pay attention to the movements of
the sun, the moon or the stars, lest we become drawn
to worship them, and serve them like the gentiles do.

Deuteronomy 4:19 :[’3’5’ NWT mq (19)
19 And lest you lift up your A -

eyes unto heaven, and AARAL Y ﬂ@?)_ﬂ\?:tl
when you see the sun and | DIX) N2 NNX) YRVD
the moon and the stars, NaAN Y5 DY29)9N
even all the host of e 1ALy —
heaven, thou be drawn SANS) D?nga
away and worship them, DN2 MINHYN)
and serve them, which PoN YN | ONTIV)
YHWH your Elohim has ONN '?["TibNTT'nTb

52 NNN OXRYD 929

allotted unto all the
peoples under the whole -
heaven. OMvn

Many believers understand how Deuteronomy 4:19
might prohibit Astrology, the Zodiac, and horoscopes.
Fewer believers, however, understand how this verse
might prohibit the observance of pagan festival days
such as the vernal and autumnal (spring and fall)
equinoxes, and the summer and winter solstices. Even
fewer understand that Christmas and Easter are also
prohibited by Deuteronomy 4:19, since these festival
days are ultimately based on the Vernal Equinox
(Easter), and on the Winter Solstice (Christmas). They
often want to know, “We keep these days in honor of
(Yeshua), so how can they be wrong?”
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As we explain earlier in this study, and as we also
explain in Nazarene lIsrael, Sunday, Christmas and
Easter are all converted pagan sun-worship festivals.
These festivals were not taught by Yeshua or practiced
by His disciples, but slowly crept their way into the faith
during a great ‘falling away’, and were only ‘sanctified’
by the Catholic Church hundreds of years later. Even
though the Pope ‘sanctified’ these festivals, the Pope’s
authority does not exceed that of Scripture; and the
simple fact is that YHWH never told us to keep these
festivals. Instead, YHWH tells us to keep His festivals:
so why would anyone who believes in YHWH keep
Sunday, Christmas or Easter?

In different places, YHWH tells us that He wants us to
keep His festival days forever, in all of our generations.

Shemote (Exodus) 12:14

14 'Now this day will be a memorial to
you, and you shall celebrate it as a
feast to YHWH. Throughout your
generations you are to celebrate it as a
permanent ordinance.

Because the timing of Sunday, Christmas and Easter
are not established according to YHWH’s commands,
but instead are established by observing the heavenly
bodies, Deuteronomy 4:19 prohibits them. This can at
first seem confusing: if a believer intends to honor
YHWH or Yeshua by keeping these festival days, then
how is it homage to the sun, the moon and the stars to
worship on these days?

Notice that when Aharon (Aaron) initiated the festival
with the golden calf, he told the people that the festival
was in honor of YHWH.
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Shemote (Exodus) 32:4-8

4 And he received the gold from their
hand, and he fashioned it with an
engraving tool, and made a molded
calf. Then they said, "This is your
elohim, O Israel, that brought you out
of the land of Egypt!"

5 So when Aharon saw it, he built an
altar before it. And Aharon made a
proclamation and said, "Tomorrow is a
feast to YHWH!"

6 Then they rose early on the next day,
offered burnt offerings, and brought
peace offerings; and the people sat
down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play.

7 And YHWH said to Moshe, "Go, get
down! For your people whom you
brought out of the land of Egypt have
corrupted themselves.

8 They have turned aside quickly out
of the way which I commanded them.
They have made themselves a molded
calf, and worshiped it and sacrificed to
it, and said, 'This is your elohim (g-d),
O Israel, that brought you out of the
land of Egypt!""

Even though Aharon said that “Tomorrow is a feast to
YHWH?”, and even though all the people may have
thought that they would be honoring YHWH with this
festival, the simple fact is that YHWH was not pleased.
YHWH was so furious that the people had made their
own festival days that He was prepared to wipe out the
children of Israel, and start a new nation out of Moshe.

315

YHWH commands us to labor six days in order to do all
our work, but then to rest on His Sabbaths.

Vayiqra (Leviticus) 23:3

3 'Six days shall work be done, but the
seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn
rest, a set-apart gathering. You shall
do no work on it; it is the Sabbath of
YHWH in all your dwellings.

If we believe we are to take YHWH's Instructions dead
seriously, then it becomes a very important question as
to when or why we might choose to deviate from His
Instructions, for it identifies our lusts. If we choose to
set alternate days apart to YHWH that are determined
by observing the sun, the moon and the stars (rather
than by following YHWH’s words) then in YHWH's eyes
we are serving the sun, the moon and the stars. This is
because YHWH’s words are not the reason we chose
to set these alternate days apart. Therefore, by default
it is only our desire to honor the sun, the moon and the
stars that caused us to set those days apart.

In YHWH’s mind, when our forefathers held a festival to
the golden calf, they were worshipping the golden calf.
This is because YHWH did not command it. Because
this festival did not come from YHWH, it came only
from our forefathers. YHWH calls this evil.

In another sense, our forefathers were also serving and
worshipping Aharon, because he is the one who
established that particular day of worship. If we follow
this train of logic out, we should be able to see that
those who keep the Rabbinical Calendar effectively
worship and serve the rabbis who originally created the
Rabbinical Calendar; and the same is true for the
Roman Gregorian ‘Christian’ Calendar.
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If we truly desire to worship and serve YHWH, then we
need to keep only His festival days. If we keep other
festival days that do not come from YHWH, then
obviously they come only from within our own hearts.

In Hebrew, the word ‘serve’ comes from the root word
‘Abad’ (or ‘Oved’) (72y). This word means ‘to work’ or
‘to serve’ in any sense.

OT:5647 "abad (aw-bad'); a primitive
root; to work (in any sense); by
implication, to serve, till, (causatively)
enslave, etc.:

KJV - be, keep in bondage, be
bondmen, bond-service, compel, do,
dress, ear, execute, husbandman,
keep, labour (-ing man), bring to pass,
(cause to, make to) serve (-ing self)),
(be, become) servant (-s), do (use)
service, till (-er), transgress [from
margin], (set a) work, be wrought,
worshipper

In Scripture, to serve something is to venerate or even
to pay attention to anything in any reverential context.
That is, if we modify our behavior based on the motions
of the heavenly bodies, then at least in YHWH's eyes,
we are worshipping and serving them. Now let us stop
to consider the size and scope of the ramifications.

Qorintim Aleph (1 Cor.) 13:12

12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly,
but then face to face. Now | know in
part, but then | shall know just as |
also am known.
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The problem is that we limited humans do not always
understand when we are venerating (or even paying
attention to) something in a way that YHWH considers
reverential. We saw in the last chapter that Satan is so
pleased that we would consider ourselves worthy of
being celebrated, that He makes one’s own birthday
the highest holy day on the Satanic Calendar.

The way YHWH looks at things, anything that occupies
our mental, emotional, physical or spiritual energies is
something we serve. That is, if we spend time talking
about Astrology instead of talking about YHWH and
Yeshua, then we are serving the sun, the moon and the
stars. The same applies to money, gold, diamonds,
football, basketball, pizza, home decorating, or even
the latest Shakespeare festival. Anything that takes
our focus off of YHWH, and places it onto a thing of the
material realm detracts from the service of YHWH; and
therefore it qualifies as service.

The question of what we spend our mental, emotional,
spiritual and physical energies on is huge. It touches
on the very heart of worship. Therefore, brothers and
sisters, let us ask ourselves and be honest: are we
spending our spiritual, mental, emotional and physical
energies trying to become better servants of the Most
High? Or are we doing something else with our time,
our money and our energy?

Let us take a good, honest look at our living spaces
through YHWH’s eyes. What is the center of our
house? Is Scripture truly the focus of our living room?
Are YHWH'’s words really the focus of our family’s daily
lives? Are YHWH'’s festivals the time we purchase
things for ourselves, and rest? If not, then why not?
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If we love YHWH, and if we fear the Day of Judgment,
then let us be honest with ourselves, and face into
these issues, so that we can do something about them
while it is still day. Because of His great love, our times
of past ignorance YHWH overlooks: but now He
commands all men everywhere to repent.

Acts 17:30-31

30 Truly, these times of ignorance
Elohim overlooked, but now He
commands all men everywhere to
repent,

31 because He has appointed a day on
which He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man whom He
has ordained. He has given assurance
of this to all by raising Him from the
dead.”

Let us make no mistake: YHWH is all-powerful, and He
can bestow eternal life upon those who do not know of
His festival days: that is up to Him. But what can we
say for those who know His Instructions, and who know
that His festival days are shadows of prophetic things
still to come, but who do not keep or cherish them? If
we know what is right, but choose not to do it, is it still
reckoned to us for righteousness?

Ya'akov (James) 4:17

17 Therefore, to him who knows to do
good and does not do it, to him it is
sin.

It is appointed for men to live and die but once, and
then comes the Resurrection, and the Judgment. |If
YHWH is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow,
and if we know the times and the seasons He has set
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aside to meet with us, but yet we choose not to meet
with Him on those days, will He be pleased?

The Creator’s Calendar is not as easy to keep as some
of the other calendar systems of the world, because it
asks us to wait on YHWH, like a servant has to wait
upon his master. But when the Creator of the Universe
bestows a gift upon his servant, does the wise servant
say, “No, | don’'t want it"? Does the wise servant say,
“It is too hard! Give me something easier’? But isn’t
this what we see every day: the same sin our fathers
committed in the Wilderness, desiring to go back to a
system which, while corrupt and evil, was easier?

Bemidbar (Numbers) 14:1-4

1 So all the congregation lifted up their
voices and cried, and the people wept
that night.

2 And all the children of Israel
complained against Moshe and
Aharon, and the whole congregation
said to them, "If only we had died in
the land of Egypt! Or if only we had
died in this wilderness!

3 Why has YHWH brought us to this
land to fall by the sword, that our
wives and children should become
victims? Would it not be better for us
to return to Egypt?"

4 So they said to one another,"Let us
select a leader and return to Egypt."

When we read in Scripture about what our forefathers
did in the Wilderness of Sinai, we often ask ourselves,
“How could they do that? What were they thinking,
with the Column of Fire and Cloud right there? Did they
not recognize all of the miracles around them?”
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Brothers and sisters, how many miracles are all around
us every day that we fail to recognize? And when we
do see them, do we remember them from day to day,
and give glory to the Most High Elohim of the heavens?

Ilvrim (Hebrews) 12:1-2

1 Therefore we also, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily
ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before
us,

2 looking unto Yeshua, the author and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the
throne of Elohim.

When the Creator of the Universe gives us something,
we need to seize it, prize it it, and safeguard it with our
lives. We need to recognize that its worth is more than
life itself, for it comes from the One who has the power
to save those who value and treasure it.

We can visit with YHWH any time, as He is always
there. However, seven special times a year, the King
of the Universe makes an appointment for us to meet
with Him, and He hopes to see us there. If we love
Him, then what could be more important than going to
meet with Him on those special times when He desires
to meet with His bride?

Is there anything more important than going to be with
our Beloved on the days that please Him most?
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Closing Prayer:

Master YHWH, King of Heaven and Earth,

We thank you for Your great kindnesses. Despite the
mistakes of our fathers and ourselves, again You have
chosen, and called us to serve You.

Master, please give strength to all who receive this
message. Please give them endurance to withstand
the trials that come from being called to a closer walk
with You. Please give them shepherds who will serve
them according to Your heart, as you promised by Your
prophet Jeremiah. Please lead Your people back to
Your land, and rejoin them to their brothers in Judah.

Master, please put it in our hearts to do all we can for
you. Please lead us to make our service to You the
priority in our lives. Please encourage us to do all we
can with our few short days, before we stand in the
Judgment.

Above all, Master, please bring Your Salvation to all of
mankind, and cause all those who accept Your Son to
walk even as He taught us to walk. Do it not for our
sakes, Master; but for Your great Namesake.

Bring us back to You, YHWH, and we will be brought
back to You. Renew our days, as of old.

In Yeshua'’s perfect Name,

Amein.
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Book Ordering Information:

This book may be obtained at cost from Amazon.com,
www.amazon.com.

Other titles available at the time of this printing are:
Nazarene Israel: The original faith of the Apostles

The Post-Millennial Return

Nazarene Scripture Studies (est. pub. date 3/2009)

May the Name of YHWH of Hosts be glorified and
magnified among His people Israel.

Shalom.
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Donations to Nazarene Israel:

YHWH promises to bless those who cheerfully give to
His work (Exodus 25:2, Malachi 3:10). If you would like
to receive your blessing for cheerfully giving back part
of what your Creator has given you, we ask only that
you pray, and then do as He leads you.

If He should lead you to send a voluntary offering to His
work, you can send it electronically through the
website, at www.nazareneisrael.org, or else you can
send it through the post, to:

Nazarene Israel

PO Box 787
Anderson, CA 96007
USA

Please know that your donations are not only needed,
but that they will be carefully and fearfully handled for
the betterment of the cause.

May the Name of YHWH be glorified: Shalom.
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Shemote (Exodus) 12:14

14 “Now this day will be a memorial to you, and
you shall celebrate it as a feast to YHWH;
throughout your generations you are to celebrate it
as apermanent ordinance.”
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